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7KH�HGXFDWLRQ�V\VWHP�LQ�%XOJDULD�
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1. 'HVFULSWLRQ�RI�HGXFDWLRQ�V\VWHP�� 
School educat ion in Bulgaria is com pulsory up to 16 years of age according to 
the Law on educat ion from  1991. School educat ion is general and vocat ional. 
The st ructure of the syllabus is based on three types of inst ruct ion:  
com pulsory, com pulsory chosen and opt ional. Com pulsory (General)  
educat ion in Bulgarian schools is provided through the teaching and t raining 
of subjects related to the following fields of culture and educat ion:   

• Bulgarian gram m ar and literature 
• Foreign languages 
• Mathem at ics, Com put ing, I nform at ion technology 
• Social sciences and civic educat ion  
• Natural sciences and ecology 
• Arts 
• Culture and technology 
• Physical educat ion and sport  

�
���� (GXFDWLRQ� SRSXODWLRQ�� According to the stat ist ic the num ber of 
people aged 29 or under is 3 242 600 (39%  of the populat ion) , including 
children of com pulsory school age (1 112 176) .��
1.2 /DQJXDJH�RI�LQVWUXFWLRQ��Bulgarian  
1.3 3ODQQLQJ� IXQFWLRQV� DQG� H[WHQW� RI� SXEOLF�VHFWRU� IXQGHG�
HGXFDWLRQ��Alm ost  all pupils (99.58% )  at tend public-sector schools, which 
are direct ly cont rolled and adm inistered by the public authorit ies, and 
funded by the State. The adm inist rat ion of educat ion is organized at  four 
levels:  nat ional, regional, m unicipal and school. The Minist ry of Educat ion 
and Science (MES)  lays down and applies nat ional educat ion policy, and 
plans and organizes the developm ent  of educat ion by put t ing together 
long- term  program m es and operat ional projects. The m unicipal bodies are 
responsible LQWHU�DOLD for the com pulsory educat ion of pupils up to the age 
of 16, pre-school educat ion and funding. The autonom y of schools has 
been considerably extended in recent  years. The teaching council, the 
board of m anagem ent  and the head teachers are adm inist rat ive bodies of 
schools, and expected to m eet  the necessary condit ions in the areas of 
teaching, organizat ion, m ethodology, adm inist rat ion and m anagem ent . 
The inspect ion of educat ion and it s results are handled by the relevant  
authorit ies, nam ely the MES, the regional inspectorate, head teachers and 
their assistants.  
1.4 3UH�SULPDU\�HGXFDWLRQ��I t  is considered as to be the first  level of 
the school system  and caters for children aged between 3 and 6 or 7.  The 
at tendance at  nursery schools (Detska Gradina)  is opt ional.  
���� &RPSXOVRU\�IXOO�WLPH�HGXFDWLRQ�

������ 3KDVHV�� Prim ary school (Nachalno uchilishte)  – 1st-4 th 
grade, age 7 to 11, General Secondary School (Progim nazia) , 
Secondary technical school (different  types of upper secondary 
schools) , Secondary vocat ional school��
������ $GPLVVLRQ� FULWHULD�� Basic (prim ary and lower secondary)  
educat ion is free, except  in private-sector schools���
������ /HQJKW� RI� WKH� VFKRRO� GD\�ZHHN�\HDU�� The school year 
com prises 160 days for prim ary educat ion and 170 days for lower 
secondary educat ion. The subject  (m inim um  22 lessons last ing 30 
m inutes at  the start  of prim ary educat ion and 40-45 m inutes at  other 
levels)  are spread over five days a week.��
1.5.4 &ODVV� VL]H� �� VWXGHQW� JURXSLQJ� �DYHUDJH��� The law 
st ipulates that  the m inim um  num ber of pupils per class is 17, and the 
m axim um  26. Classes are m ixed and m ade up of pupils of the sam e 
age.  
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������ &XUULFXODU�FRQWURO�DQG�FRQWHQW��There is one single school 
curricula for prim ary educat ion, which is com pulsory for all pupils in 
the first  to fourth years of educat ion. Teachers are free to use the 
textbooks and teaching m aterials of their choice ( from  a list  approved 
by the Minist ry of Educat ion and Science) .��
1.5.6 $VVHVVPHQW�� SURJUHVVLRQ� DQG� TXDOLILFDWLRQV�� Pupil 
knowledge and skills are assessed throughout  the school year (oral, 
writ ten, pract ical form s of test ing) . Assessm ent  is carried out  regularly 
by the teacher and in cooperat ion with the state adm inist rat ive bodies. 
Types of cert ificates:  
- Prim ary educat ion cert ificate  -  at  the end of fourth grade  
- Basic educat ion cert ificate – after successfully com plet ion of the 

eighth grade, without  final exam inat ion. This cert ificate enables 
pupils to enter upper secondary educat ion. 

- Technical/ vocat ional classes end in vocat ional t raining 
exam inat ions.�����

�
���� 8SSHU� VHFRQGDU\� DQG� SRVW�VHFRQGDU\� HGXFDWLRQ�� Upper 
secondary educat ion in Bulgaria ( ISCED’97 level 3A)  can be divided into 
secondary com prehensive and secondary profile-oriented. Secondary 
com prehensive educat ion can be at tained at  secondary com prehensive 
schools and profile-oriented schools. Students can enter the profile-
oriented schools upon com plet ion of grade 7 or 8 after passing ent ry 
exam inat ions, according to the profile of the school (Bulgarian language 
and literature, m athem at ics, hum anit ies�HWF�����

1.6.1 7\SHV�RI�HGXFDWLRQ��General Secondary Schools including 
specialized sect ions (14/ 15 – 17/ 18 years of age;  4/ 5 years of 
educat ion) ;  technical/ vocat ional secondary schools (15-17 years of 
age, 3 years of educat ion) ;  technical school (14-18 years of age, 4/ 5 
years of educat ion) .  
1.6.2 $GPLVVLRQ� FULWHULD�� The basic educat ion cert ificate is 
sufficient  for adm ission to this level of educat ion. Nevertheless, in 
specialized schools ( for exam ple, language or technical schools) , there 
are ent rance exam inat ions which vary according to the type of school.  
1.6.3 &XUULFXODU� FRQWURO� DQG� FRQWHQW�� Teaching syllabuses are 
set  at  nat ional level. The general subject  are the sam e and are 
com pulsory for all pupils in general secondary schools. Com pulsory and 
opt ional subjects are each selected and taught  in accordance with the 
specializat ion of the school�� The level of teaching secondary schools 
within the fram ework of general educat ion is uniform  for all secondary 
com prehensive schools. The subjects from  the com pulsory-elect ive and 
elect ive inst ruct ions are selected and taught  according to the school’s 
part icular specializat ion. 
At  foreign language secondary schools (after grade 7) , students pass a 
one-year course of intensive foreign language study, the so-called�
preparatory class, which ends with passing exam inat ion. There is no 
specific adaptat ion period provided for pupils in other schools. At  each 
secondary school students m ay choose a set  num ber of branches for 
m ore detailed study of a given subject  (hum anit ies, m athem at ics and 
physics, biology and chem ist ry, etc.) . The teaching process is 
organized on a five-day week basis with the following workload:  
�
&ODVVHV� &RPSXOVRU\�

,QVWUXFWLRQ�
&RPSXOVRU\��
(OHFWLYH�

(OHFWLYH�
LQVWUXFWLRQ�

7RWDO� 7RWDO�
SHU�
ZHHN�

<HDU��� ���K�� ��K�� ��K�� ���K�� ���K��
<HDU� ���K�� ��K�� ��K�� ���K�� ���K��
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���
<HDU�
���

���K�� ���K�� ��K��� ���K�� ���K��

<HDU�
���

���K�� ���K��� ��K�� ���K�� ���K��

�
������ $VVHVVPHQW�� SURJUHVVLRQ� DQG� TXDOLILFDWLRQV�� At  this 
level, pupil assessm ent  is sim ilar to the arrangem ents for basic 
educat ion (oral, writ ten and pract ical form s of exam inat ion) . The 
cont rol is perform ed by the teacher throughout  the academ ic year. The 
m arks are recorded for each term  and also for the school year. The 
term  and/ or annual m arks ate calculated from  at  least  three current  
m arks. The secondary educat ion cert ificate is required for adm ission to 
higher educat ion���
The knowledge and skills of the students are evaluated according to a 
six-grade system  com prising the m arks:  excellent  (6) , very good (5) , 
good (4) , fair (3)  and poor (2) . The m ark of (1)  is not  used for 
evaluat ion. An exam inat ion evaluated�at  least  with the grade fair (3)  is 
considered successfully passed.  
Exam inat ions the end of upper secondary general educat ion:  Students 
sit t  writ ten m at riculat ion exam inat ion in:  
- Bulgarian language and literature;  
- An elect ive-com prehensive subject  on their own choice (without  

Bulgarian language and literature)  which is part  of the com pulsory-
elect ive inst ruct ion in the last  school grade. 

 
Students at  profile-oriented secondary schools sit  writ ten m at riculat ion 
exam inat ions in  

- Bulgarian language and literature;  
- The m ain subject  related to the school profile;  while the m ain 

subject  is Bulgarian language and literature, students sit  
m at riculat ion exam inat ion in the second m ain subject . 

 
Students who have com pleted the last  grade of secondary school with an average 
of at  least  “very good”  (5.00)  in a given subject  included in the upper secondary 
com prehensive curriculum  and an annual m ark in the sam e subject  ( from  the 
general com pulsory elect ive inst ruct ion)  of at  least  “very good”  (5.00)  for the last  
year of studies, are exem pt  from  sit t ing the m at riculat ion exam inat ions. 

2. (GXFDWLRQ�V\VWHPV� IRU�SHRSOH� LQ�VSHFLDO�QHHGV��The ult im ate goal of 
the special educat ion policy is to provide an appropriate educat ion and 
vocat ional t raining to children and young people with special needs. The 
regulat ion covering general educat ion are deem ed to apply to children and 
young people with special educat ional� needs. Children with severe and 
m ult iple disabilit ies are excluded from  the public educat ion system . The 
1992 Educat ion Act  provides for the establishm ent  of special schools for 
pupils with a variety of special needs. A new regulat ion in 1994 gives the 
Minist ry of Educat ion prim ary responsibilit y for educat ing pupils with 
special educat ional needs. Six categories of special educat ional needs are 
defined:  em ot ional and behavioural difficult ies;  m ental retardat ion/ severe 
learning difficult ies;  physical/ m otor disabilit ies;  visual im pairm ent ;  hearing 
im pairm ent ;  and language disorders. The Minist ry of Educat ion is 
responsible for special educat ion but  shares som e responsibilit ies with the 
Minist ry of Health and the Minist ry of Social Affairs, I n part icular, the 
Minist ry of Health is responsible for the adm ission of pupils to special 
schools. There are 11,495 pupils (1,3%  of the school age populat ion)  
at tending special schools (1993) . The updates in Rules for Applicat ion of 
the Law of Nat ional Educat ion suppose act ivit ies, norm s and procedures t  
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o guarantee the access of children and students with special educat ional 
needs in the kindergartens and schools by form ing team s to est im ate their 
educat ional needs, to t rack the dynam ics in their progress, and to prepare 
individual program m es for their t raining and future progress. The updates 
in legislate an opening to a workplace for the posit ion of “resource 
teacher”, which to teach 5 children/ student  with special educat ional needs. 
I n this m om ent , there are 670 children/ students like these, who are 
t rained by 123 resource teachers.    

�
3. 0HWKRGV� RI� WHDFKLQJ�� The legislat ive base offers daily study, ext ra-

m urally study, evening study and self- study form s. 
 

4. 7KH� XVH� RI� ,&7� LQ� WKH� HGXFDWLRQDO� V\VWHP�� System at ic com puter 
educat ion and use of com puters in Bulgaria’s educat ional system  first  
started in the 1986/ 1987 school year with the int roduct ion of a course on 
inform at ics to the secondary schools’ curr iculum . In 1998 Minist ry of 
Educat ion and Science developed a Nat ional Educat ion St rategy on 
Inform at ion and Com m unicat ion Technologies ( ICT) . Despite the financial 
im pedim ents, there has been an increased interest  in ICT and m ore 
consistent  efforts – both by the Minist ry of Educat ion and by individual 
schools and local com m unit ies – for com puterizat ion of the schools since 
1998.  
Data from  MES points to the availabilit y of 12,199 PCs in all Bulgarian 
schools in 2001. The num ber of “m odern” (CPU 386 or higher)  com puters 
capable of support ing Internet  connect ion is 8,077. There is a total of 
1,311 com puter labs ( in 2000/ 2001) ;  336 schools are connected to the 
Internet  and around 120 have own websites. As of January 2001, around 
50 percent  of the secondary schools (154 out  of 1023)  were equipped with 
at  least  a single com puter laboratory with at  least  5 PCs (wit  PCU 486 or 
Pent ium  processors) . Overall the penet rat ion of ICT in Bulgarian schools is 
st ill relat ively law. Expert  assessm ents suggests that  the rat io students to 
com puters is 66 students per PC.  
There are two m ain channels of bringing ICT into Bulgarian classroom s. 
The first  one – the cent ralized line of governm ent  support  through the 
Minist ry of Educat ion, and the second one – associated with the efforts of 
individual schools.  
Since July 1999, Bulgaria has a new Law on Educat ional Degrees, 
Educat ional Minim um   and Syllabus, “Mathem at ics, I nform at ics and 
Inform at ion Technologies” is one of eight  educat ional areas defined in this 
law. On August  30, 1999 the Syllabus Regulat ions were enforced and two 
obligatory academ ic disciplines relat ing to ICT were featured for the first  
t im e – Inform at ics and Inform at ion Technologies ( IT) . They were taught  at  
secondary educat ion level at  all schools nat ionwide. On Septem ber 1, 1999 
the new state-designed curriculum  was first  int roduced to ninth graders.    
A m ore in-depth assessm ent  of the technical infrast ructure at  secondary 
schools, in part icular, is provided by the Minist ry of Transport  and 
Com m unicat ions, which com m issioned a specialized survey in the second 
half of 2003. According to the findings of this study, Bulgarian schools had 
on average 3.6 telephone lines per school, with only 13%  of the schools 
report ing m ore than 6 lines. About  half of the schools had no digital phone 
lines, and only 4.6%  used ISDN. These figures are rather discouraging, 
taking into account  the fact  that  fixed telephone lines rem ain the m ost  
com m on m eans of I nternet  access.  
The available com puter equipm ent  is very unevenly dist r ibuted am ong 
various schools. Due to significant  differences in the size of the schools, 
their curricula and pract ical use of com puters vary great ly from  town to 
town, and from  school to school.  
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I n term s of software, m ost  schools use Microsoft  tools, but  alternat ive 
operat ing system s exist  as well-4%  of the schools use Linux and 3%  use 
MacOS.  
The num ber of school websites is growing fast . Around 150 schools were 
reported to have their own websites in early 2004. Som e schools have 
m ore than one websites ( i.e. usually unofficial websites developed by the 
students) . I nternet  is not  yet  used for presentat ion of system at ic 
educat ion resources, but  it  is m ore often used for research and inform at ion 
gathering , locat ing m aterials for college-acceptance exam s, or 
internat ional language tests. 
0LQLVWU\� RI� 7UDQVSRUW� DQG� &RPPXQLFDWLRQ� LV� FXUUHQWO\�
LPSOHPHQWLQJ�D�SURMHFW�³(�FODVV´��7KH�H[SHFWDWLRQV�DUH�WKDW�WLOO�WKH�
)HEUXDU\������DOO�%XOJDULDQ�VFKRROV�ZLOO�KDYH�KLJK�VSHHG�,QWHUQHW�
FRQQHFWLRQ����

�
�
5. 2QJRLQJ�UHIRUPV��I n the process of the ongoing socio-econom ic changes 

taking place in Bulgaria, the system  of educat ion and t raining experiences 
a process of wide developm ent . I nfluenced by these changes, Bulgarian 
educat ion m akes efforts to answer the requirem ents of the new public and 
m arket  m echanism s. The developm ent  of the nat ional labour m arket  
depends direct ly on the successful im plem entat ion of a well-defined policy 
on schooling supported by a well- st ructured system  of educat ion. The 
reform s that  had been recent ly undertaken by the Governm ent  in respect  
of organizat ion and funct ioning of the nat ional educat ion system  were 
elaborated on a twofold basis. On the one hand, they had to ensure the 
adaptabilit y of the educat ion system  towards new challenges, on the other 
these reform s were generated to establish sustainable system  of schooling 
harm onized with the European standards and capable to provide valuable 
knowledge and sound skills.  
The process of reform s within the system  of secondary general educat ion 
is closely related to the im plem entat ion of the newly am ended Nat ional 
Educat ional Act  ( last  am endm ents, 1999) . To the effect  of assuring qualit y 
of educat ion the Law on the Level of Schooling, the General Educat ional 
Minim um  and Syllabus was also adopted and entered into force. This Law 
st ipulates the int roduct ion of the 12-years’ schooling and the com pulsory 
m at riculat ion exam inat ion as well as the elaborat ion of standards 
concerning the syllabi and the assessm ent  system .  

The educat ion is a nat ional priorit y in the ruling program  of the Bulgarian 
governm ent  (2001 – 2005) . I t s basic priorit ies are to ensure order and 
stabilit y in the educat ion and developm ent  of the system  for vocat ional 
qualificat ion, re-qualificat ion, and life- long learning (LLL) . During developm ent  
the Bulgarian Nat ional Program m e “Modernizat ion of Educat ion” are taken into 
account  the m ain goal of Lisbon, it s three coherent  st rategic goals of 
Stockholm  2001 and the 13 th priorit y dom ains, the indicators and European 
reference levels of European average perform ance in educat ion and t raining. 
The st rategy for developm ent  of the educat ion is connected with the 
Governm ent  Program m e, the Nat ional Plan for Econom ic Developm ent  t ill 
2006, and the Nat ional Plan for Developm ent  t ill 2013, the St rategy on 
Em ploym ent  2004-2010, etc. 
�7KH�(GXFDWLRQDO�OHJLVODWLYH�IUDPHZRUN�FRPSULVHV��

• Nat ional Educat ion Act  /  1998 
• Higher Educat ion Act  / 1995 
• Academ ic Degrees and Tit les Act  /  1996 
• Decree N 151/ 09.04.1997 of the Council of Ministers 
• Decree N 127/ 07.06.1996 of the Council of Ministers 
• Regulat ions N 1/ 12.02.1996, N 4/ 23.06.1993, N 2/ 29.07.1994 of MES 
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• Regulat ions of the Higher Educat ion Inst itut ions  
 
I n accordance with the priorit ies indicated in the governm ent  program m e, MES is 
m aking great  efforts and is invest ing to im prove the qualit y of  the teachers staff 
by organizing short - term  and long- term  courses  for qualificat ion of teachers as in 
new t raining contents as well as in new t raining m ethods;  to work in m ult i-ethnics 
environm ent ;  invest ing by priorit ies in t raining the teachers in foreign languages  
and inform at ics, taking on account  the need of such knowledge in EU;  im proving 
the teachers qualificat ion by collaborat ion with scient ific societ ies and 
foundat ions.    
 
 

$33(1',;���
+LVWRU\�(GXFDWLRQ�LQ�%XOJDULD�

The educat ion system  in Bulgaria was created following an im perat ive 
requirem ent  of the Const itut ion from  1991 concerning com pulsory and free 
prim ary and secondary educat ion, unt il the age of 16, for all Bulgarian cit izens. 
This text  relates closely to the paragraphs of art . 6, st ipulat ing that  Bulgarian 
cit izens have equal r ights and privileges, regardless of race, nat ionalit y, ethnic 
affiliat ion, gender, origins, religion, educat ion, beliefs, polit ical affiliat ion, personal 
and social status and financial situat ion’. This dem ocrat ic principle concerning free 
of charge and unrest r icted access to educat ion is confirm ed by the Law on Public 
Educat ion from  1991 and the Law on the level of educat ion, m inim um  general 
knowledge and curriculum  from  19992.  I n Bulgaria, com pulsory educat ion 
concerns prim ary and pre-secondary school and includes a total of 8 years. 
The nat ional curriculum , for History teaching as well, is described in detail in the 
second law m ent ioned above. This law establishes the form al param eters for the 
teaching of History and other subjects. According to this law, school subjects are 
split  into several cultural and educat ional fields. History shares the sam e field 
with Geography, Philosophy, Civic Sciences and Religion, the last  subject  being 
opt ional. Based on these state requirem ents, im plem ented during special exam s 
that  take place at  the end of the 7 th and 12" ’grade, the Governm ent  adopted 
state standards for various school subjects approved by the Minister of educat ion 
and science and drawn up by special com m issions m ade up of academ ic 
historians and m ethod developers, assisted by experts from  the Minist ry of 
Educat ion. 
Curricula are drawn up for various subjects and present  an approxim ate 
dist r ibut ion of the teaching m aterial content  in classes according to a fram ework 
that  was previously approved. Requirem ents for final exam inat ions are also 
drawn up, establishing the type of tasks and assignm ents for the pupils. 
This ent ire system  is aim ed at  obtaining final results, rather than at  set t ing a 
certain technology and interm ediary stages, which are established by the 
teachers in accordance with the local condit ions that  are specific for every school 
and that  can differ considerably. I n addit ion, we m ust  m ent ion that , t radit ionally, 
there is a st r ict  separat ion between nat ional and universal History, the form er 
being taught  at  the end of each educat ion cycle. 
The new nat ional curriculum  was developed in 1999 and started to be 
im plem ented beginning with school year 2000/ 2001. According to this curriculum , 
the st ructure of History teaching is as follows:  

���%DVLF�HGXFDWLRQ���VW�²�� ��� �JUDGH (age 7 to 15) :  

D��3ULPDU\�HGXFDWLRQ���VW�²�� ��� �JUDGH (age 7 to 11) :  
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�UG�JUDGH�� Nat ive Count ry (History, Geography, Civic Educat ion, Biology)  -  32 
weeks -  2 hours/ week -  64 hours/ year. 
�WK� JUDGH� Knowledge about  the count ry ( focused on im portant  historical 
personalit ies from  Bulgaria)  -  32 weeks -  2 hours/ week -  64 hours/ year. 

E��3UH�VHFRQGDU\�HGXFDWLRQ�² � ���

—�� ��� �JUDGH (age 12 to 15) :  
�WK�JUDGH� � History and Civilizat ion (Ancient  Thrace, Bulgarian Medieval State, 
unt il the end of the 17 th century)  -  34 weeks -  1 1/ 2 hours/ week -  51 hours/ year. 
Com pulsory topics:  

1. Bulgarian terr itories -  hom e of the ancient  civilizat ions. 
2. State authority in the Bulgarian terr itories. 
3. Church and faith in the Bulgarian terr itories. 
4. Bulgarian society. 
5. Middle Ages culture in Bulgaria. 
6. The daily life of our forefathers. 

 
��WK�JUDGH�� History and Civilizat ion (Bulgarian People and state 18-20 century)  -  
34 weeks -  1 1/ 2 hours/ week -  51 hours/ year. Com pulsory topics:  

1. Bulgarian society in the 15 th-19 th centuries:  Bulgarian Renaissance. 
2. Renaissance m ilitants. 
3. Bulgarian state authority unt il m id 20 th century. 
4. Modernizat ion of the econom ic life unt il m id 20 th century. 
5. Changes in the Bulgarian Society unt il m id 20 th century. 
6. Bulgaria after the Second World War. The Com m unist  Regim e. 
7. Bulgarian Culture in the 20 th century. 

 
�QG�JUDGH� History and Civilizat ion (Ancient  History and Ant iquity)  -  34 weeks –  
1 1/ 2 hours/ week -  51 hours/ year. Com pulsory topics:  

1. Ancient  History. 
2. State authority in Ant iquity. 
3. Ancient  Society. 
4. I ndividual and war in Ant iquity. 
5. Ancient  individual in front  of the Gods -  " I  give, so you can give". 
6. Spir it  and culture of the Ancient  World. 
7. Daily life in Ant iquity. 

�� WK� JUDGH� � History and Civilizat ion (Medieval World, 4 th-15 th century)  -  34 
weeks -  1 1/ 2 hours/ week -51 hours/ year. Com pulsory topics:  

1. Polit ical developm ent  in Medieval Europe. 
2. Religion and religious beliefs in Medieval Europe. 
3. Medieval society. 
4. Conflicts and contacts in Medieval Europe. 
5. I deas in Medieval Europe. 
6. Between Heaven and Earth:  m edieval individual and his m entalit y. 

���6HFRQGDU\�6FKRRO��� ��� ²�� ��� �JUDGH��DJH����WR����� 
�� WK� JUDGH� � History and Civilizat ion ( the New Regim e)  -  36 weeks -  1 1/ 2 
hours/ week -  54 hours/ year. Com pulsory topics:  

1. I deology of the New Regim e. 
2. State and polit ical m odels of the New Regim e in the New Europe. 
3. Europe's expansion. Ways of achieving expansion. 
4. Society in the New Regim e. 
5. Dynam ics of European culture. 
6. The new individual. 

$GGLWLRQDO�WRSLFV�IRU�VSHFLDOL]HG�+LVWRU\�HGXFDWLRQ��
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7. I n search of a different  world:  the project  on the world during the New 
Regim e. 

8. Between Europe and Orient  -  Bulgarian project ions in the New Regim e. 
��� WK� � JUDGH� � History and Civilizat ion (Contem poraneity)  -  36 weeks -  1 1/ 2 
hours/ week -  54 hours/ year. Com pulsory topics:  

1. State -  realit y and Utopia. 
2. At tem pts to build world order. 
3. A divided world -  "The Cold War". 
4. A unified Europe -  new hopes of the old cont inent . 
5. Society in the Contem porary Age. 
6. Culture and technologies. 
7. Everyday life. 

$GGLWLRQDO�WRSLFV�IRU�VSHFLDOL]HG�+LVWRU\�HGXFDWLRQ��
8. Socio-cultural changes in Contem poraneity. 
9. One or two “Europes” -  Bulgaria and Bulgarians in the contem porary age. 

�
�� � � � JUDGH� History and Civilizat ion (History of Bulgaria)  -  36 weeks -  1 1/ 2 
hours/ week -  54 hours/ year. Com pulsory topics:  

1. Polit ical developm ent . 
2. Authority and inst itut ions. 
3. Society and public life. 
4. Council of Bulgarian Cit izens -  environm ent  and m entalit ies. 
5. Culture and spir itual life. 
6. Religion and Church. 
7. Bulgarians and the world. 

$GGLWLRQDO�WRSLFV�IRU�VSHFLDOL]HG�+LVWRU\�HGXFDWLRQ��
8. •  Places of rem em brance. 
9. From  Europe to Europe -  the dram a of Bulgaria's opt ion for civilizat ion. 

Goals of the educat ion on History-and Civilisat ion for XI  grade are:  
• To present  the developm ent  of the Bulgarian people as a com plete 

and com plex process. 
• To overview the Bulgarian culture as a part  of the Balkan and 

European culture. 
• To reveal the role of the religion, state, ethnic and social 

com m unit ies for the developm ent  and preservat ion of the Bulgarian 
ident it y. 

• To generate understanding of the act ive role of m an in the historic 
process.  

• To develop students' skills for working with different  resources and 
abilit ies for expressing and defending a crit ical posit ion. 

Present ing the past  in the context  of the contacts between Bulgarians and 
other peoples, history in school confirm s the concept  of the Bulgarian cultural 
ident it y as t radit ionally European. A sim ilar at t itude has a significant  role for the 
relat ion between the Bulgarian society and the European values. I t  supposes the 
form at ion of the civic society's exigency towards the policy of Bulgarian 
eurointegrat ion. 

�

��IW�JUDGH� History and Civilizat ion (History and it s role -  nat ions and nat ional 
states in the Balkans in m odern and contem porary age)  -  36 weeks -  1 1/ 2 
hours/ week -  54 hours/ year. Com pulsory topics for specialized History educat ion:  

1. History and historical perspect ives. 
2. Nat ion and it s inst itut ions in Western Europe. 
3. Historical heritage and ideology of the nat ional state. 
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4. I nst itut ions of rem em brance and nat ional state. 
5. Cultural and historical developm ent  of the Balkans unt il the 19 th century. 
6. History and creat ion of nat ional states in the Balkans. 
7. Modernizat ion and state authority in the Balkans during the 19 th-20 th 

centuries. 
8. Tracing back the ideal borders of the state -  History as a pract ice of the 

nat ional state in the Balkans, in the 19 th and 20 th centuries. 
9. War and the role of History in the Balkans, in the 19 th and 20 th centuries. 
10. Totalitarian state and the role of Balkan History. 
11. Europe and the role of Balkan History. 
12. Balkan nat ions between history and m ass-m edia. 
13. The history of Europe’s reunificat ion -  the Balkan perspect ive. 

 
,Q�DGGLWLRQ��+LVWRU\�HGXFDWLRQ�PXVW�DSSO\�VWDWH�UHTXLUHPHQWV�LQ�WKH�ILHOG�
DQG� WHDFKLQJ� VWDQGDUGV� IRU� FLYLF� HGXFDWLRQ�� 7KH� ODVW� VXEMHFW� FRLQFLGHV�
ZLWK� WKH� VXEMHFW� �:RUOG� DQG� 3HUVRQDOLW\�� RQO\� LQ� WKH� �� ��� � JUDGH�� EXW� LV�
FRPSXOVRU\�IRU�WKH�HQWLUH�FXOWXUDO�HGXFDWLRQDO�WHDFKLQJ���3XEOLF�6FLHQFHV�
DQG�&LYLF�(GXFDWLRQ���
 
 

$33(1',;���
&LYLF�(GXFDWLRQ�LQ�%XOJDULD�

*HQHUDO�%DFNJURXQG�
I n Bulgaria, civic educat ion is based on a long t radit ion. This was a com pulsory 
subject  of study in the Bulgarian educat ional system  from  1894 to 1944. The first  
book in this respect  was called "Civic Teaching" and underlined that  " it  allows 
students to learn what  they need to know and to do in order to becom e good and 
useful cit izens. This textbook tells us about  the locat ion of our count ry, the rules 
that  govern it , the r ights and the obligat ions of it s cit izens and establishes a rule, 
the road we need to follow if we want  to avoid evil and to do good;  it  also 
presents the r ights valid for all of our cit izens". �&LYLF� HGXFDWLRQ� 7H[WERRN��
6HFRQGDU\�VFKRRO���QG�\HDU�RI�VWXG\� First  edit ion. Edited by N. Stanev, Plovdiv, 
1984.)  
At  present , civic educat ion is based on the Internat ional Charter of Hum an Rights, 
the UN Convent ion on Children’s Rights;  Art . 15, 16, 22 (2) , 424(3)  point  1 from  
the Nat ional Educat ion Act ;  Art . 9 and 10 from  the Law on the level of 
preparat ion, the m inim um  level of acquired general knowledge and the school 
program m e;  and on the state requirem ents for civic educat ion content . 
The European dim ensions of civic educat ion in Bulgaria are also connected to the 
Declarat ion and Program m e on Educat ion for Dem ocrat ic Cit izenship based on the 
r ights and responsibilit ies of cit izens adopted by the Ministerial Com m it tee of the 
Council of Europe on 7 May 1999. 
These docum ents are all based on the idea of civic educat ion aim ed at  preparing 
young people for a social behaviour that  is act ive, com petent  and responsible by 
helping them  to know, m aster and use the basic hum an rights and freedom s. 
The study of civic educat ion is based on a concept  that  includes the philosophy, 
the object ives and the content  of state requirem ents in the field of educat ion 
focused on school content , curricula, teaching m aterials and textbooks and 
teaching m ethodics. All these synthesize, on one hand, the nat ional custom s and, 
on the other hand, the global experience in the field of civic educat ion. 
I n com pliance with art . 10 from  the Law on the level of preparat ion, the m inim um  
level of acquired general knowledge and the school program m e and with Art . 4 
from  Ordinance no. 2 from  18 May 2002, the school content  is dist r ibuted on 
subjects of study from  corresponding cultural and educat ional fields. One of these 
fields is the field of "Social sciences, civic educat ion and religion". The very nam e 
and presence of such cultural-educat ional field in the Bulgarian school proves the 
im portance of civic educat ion in young people’s developm ent  and assert ion as 
cit izens, com petent  and free persons, who are aware of their r ights, 
responsibilit ies and libert ies and respect  the r ights of the others. School subjects 
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that  create the "Social Sciences, civic educat ion and religion" cultural-educat ional 
field are ruled by the general ^ ideas concerning the organic relat ionship between 
a person and his/ her reputat ion, between civic educat ion in young people and 
their autonom ous and responsible behavior, and the civic m ission of educat ion in 
general. 
 
6WDWH�UHTXLUHPHQWV�FRQFHUQLQJ�WKH�&LYLF�(GXFDWLRQ�FRQWHQW 
State requirem ents concerning content  in the field of civic educat ion are approved 
by the Minist ry of Educat ion and Science and by Ordinance no. 2, published in the 
Official Journal no. 48 from  18 May 2000. State requirem ents concerning content  
in the field of civic educat ion describe the m ost  im portant  knowledge and 
connect ions pupils can and should acquire from  the educat ion in the general 
knowledge field, at  the end of the respect ive cycle. They represent  the basis and 
the reference for:  

• Providing civic educat ion in com pulsory school subjects;  
• Civic educat ion developm ent  and im provem ent  during com pulsory and 

opt ional classes, as well as through other types of act ivit ies in school 
and outside school;  

• The planning and establishing, by teachers, of a calendar dist r ibut ion of 
topics from  the educat ional m aterials studied from  the 1st to the 12 th 
grade;  

• The proper t raining and qualificat ions of teachers;  
• A co-operat ion at  nat ional and internat ional level between the Minist ry 

of Educat ion and Science, schools, other state, governm ental and non-
governm ental organizat ions in the field of civic educat ion. 

State requirem ents concerning civic educat ion content  include educat ion in the 
field of general knowledge for pupils in 1"-12 th grade and are established 
according to the degrees and levels of educat ion. 
Based on nat ional t radit ion and in com pliance with the internat ional pract ice, 
state requirem ents on civic educat ion content  describe civic educat ion as an 
" interdisciplinary elem ent  of general knowledge educat ion in schools" , which 
includes the educat ion of pupils from  the 1" to the 12 th grade. According to art . 
15 (1)  from  the Law on nat ional educat ion, state requirem ents for educat ion in 
the Bulgarian school m ust  provide the necessary condit ions for the " form ing of a 
free, m oral and proact ive personalit y, in com pliance with the laws, other people’s 
r ights, culture, lifestyle and religion". This also m eans that , in our count ry, all 
school subjects have the m eans enabling them  to achieve the civic educat ion’s 
object ives -  to a certain extent . This is why one of the m inisterial requirem ents is 
that  curricula for all school subjects should include elem ents of civic educat ion 
that  can help in achieving it s object ives. 
An im portant  role in civic educat ion teaching in schools (1"  to 12 th grade)  is 
played by the school subjects from  the cultural-educat ional field "Social sciences, 
civic educat ion and religion" -  nat ive count ry, neighboring count ries, individual 
and society, History and Civilizat ion, Geography and Econom ics, Psychology, 
Ethics and Law, Philosophy, Universe and personalit y. 
I n the init ial stage of the basic educat ion, pupils’ teaching in the cultural-
educat ional field:  "Social Sciences, civic educat ion and religion" starts with the 
following school subject :  "Nat ive count ry and neighboring count ries", studied in 
the 1st and the 2nd grade. Curricula are aim ed at  conveying to pupils not ions and 
knowledge about  the natural and social environm ent  and at  developing the basis 
for cognit ive and com m unicat ion skills. 
The school subject  " I ndividual and society"  has a com prehensive nature. I t  
provides pupils with knowledge in the cultural-educat ional field "Social Sciences, 
civic educat ion and religion" during the prim ary cycle, nam ely the 1" to the 4 th 
grade. 

Geography and Econom ics answers state requirem ents concerning the civic 
educat ion content , aspects related to polit ical and econom ic organizat ion of 
society, study of contem porary global issues, the polit ical world m ap, changes 
occurred in m odern Europe and in the Balkans, and Bulgaria’s place in this 
context . I n this respect , studying Geography and Econom ics allows pupils:  
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• To becom e acquainted with polit ical, econom ic and cultural contem porary 
events, from  Bulgaria and worldwide;  

• To have an act ive part icipat ion in the count ry’s social life;  
• To use the knowledge they acquired during Geography and Econom ics 

classes in the econom ic, polit ical and cultural life;  
• To acquire knowledge concerning their own social orientat ion and 

assert ion;  
• To discover relat ionships between nature and hum an society, by taking 

at t itude towards environm ental issues for a sustainable developm ent ;  
• To express their well-argued personal opinion and their responsible civic 

at t itude, as a result  of a further study of global contem porary problem s. 
I n what  the civic educat ion is concerned, the study of History and Civilizat ion has 
a st rong pract ical com ponent  and fulfils the m ission of educat ion -  that  of t raining 
personalit ies with an act ive civic posit ion and a responsible at t itude in the civil 
society. The m ost  im portant  thing is that  pupils becom e aware of the priorit ies in 
contem porary Bulgaria’s developm ent , given the European Union integrat ion 
process, as well as of the values that  support  m odern Europe’s developm ent :  
respect  for hum an rights, culture and ethnic ident it y and tolerance towards all 
religious affiliat ion. 
Pupils have the possibilit y to acquire knowledge about  the European Union’s 
history, st ructure and act ivit y, about  basic docum ents concerning the protect ion 
of hum an rights and freedom s and of m inorit ies’ interests, the fight  against  racial 
and religious intolerance. 
School subjects belonging to the "Philosophy" field -  Psychology and Logic, Ethics 
and Philosophy -  answer the state requirem ents concerning the civic educat ion 
content , regarding the arguing and developm ent  of a com m on social life idea, the 
place, m eaning and role of dem ocracy, state of law, state authorit ies and 
inst itut ions. I n what  civic educat ion is concerned. Philosophy teaching allows 
pupils to:  

• Determ ine the fundam ental social groups and com m unit ies and com m ent  
on their respect ive interests and problem s;  

• Explain the role of language, religion and t radit ions in social com m itm ent  
and the differences in society;  

• Determ ine the sources of cont radict ion between ethnic and religious 
com m unit ies;  

• Determ ine their place and consider their future in econom ic relat ions;  
• Prove the availabilit y to protect  their civic r ights and responsibilit ies, as 

well as others’. 
Universe’and Personalit y (12 th grade) , which concludes pupils’ educat ion in 

the cultural-educat ional field of "Social sciences, civic educat ion and religion", is 
also com prehensive- it  provides for the fulfillm ent  of 13 civic educat ion standards 
for secondary educat ion, out  of 32. The teaching of the "Universe and 
Personalit y"  subject  is highly pract ical, allowing pupils to apply their own 
knowledge about  world and society, to develop their knowledge in view of 
creat ing the future, based on the respect  of hum an rights and of dem ocrat ic 
society’s inst itut ions. 

The specialized educat ion of pupils in the school subject  "Universe and 
Personalit y"  is accom plished according to the "Bulgaria in a United Europe" 
curriculum . This curriculum  is aim ed at :  

•  Developing pupils’ knowledge and pract ice that  they acquired for 
them selves, society and universe;  

• Training pupils for their part icipat ion in public life, for their personal and 
professional assert ion that  is in accordance with dem ocrat ic values and 
principles of the contem porary world;  

• Allowing pupils to create and accom plish various studies, surveys and 
projects, exploit ing ext racurricular act ivit ies as well. 

The specialized educat ion for the subject  Universe and Personalit y cont r ibutes to 
the creat ion of an independent  and proact ive at t itude in pupils, in view of their 
involvem ent  in social life, in the context  of cultural diversity and globalizat ion. 
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I n Bulgarian schools. Religion becam e a school subject  in 1997/ 1998. I t ’s being 
taught  in Bulgarian, one hour per week. 
The teaching of Religion answers the following state requirem ents concerning the 
civic educat ion content :  

• Recognizing the role of language, religion and t radit ion in the preservat ion 
and developm ent  of the Bulgarian state;  

• I dent ifying the em ergence of the m ain religions and their im pact  on 
civilizat ion;  

• Determ ining the affiliat ion of a com m unity, based on it s linguist ic and 
religious features;  

• Dist inguishing the differences in lifestyles, religious beliefs and ways of 
perceiving values in various societ ies;  

• Explaining the role of language, religion and t radit ions in social 
com m itm ent  and the differences in society. 

The m odule "Religions of the World" , taught  in the 12 th grade, for the Philosophy 
profile, also cont r ibutes to pupils’ religious educat ion. The curriculum  for 
"Religions of the World"  is a vital elem ent  for hum anit ies. I t  helps form ing a 
perspect ive on the world and on pupils’ values, as well as their cultural ident it y. 
The teaching of the m odule "Religions of the World"  offers pupils the possibilit y of 
studying the creat ion and historical developm ent  of religions, as a cultural 
phenom enon, together with the diversity of religious experiences and science. 

The teaching of the "Religions of the World"  m odule is intended to allow 
pupils:  
• To acquire knowledge about  the t radit ional Orthodox religion, a certain 

way of thinking and perceiving the world, philosophy, values, m orals, 
behavior and culture;  

• To shape their own ident it y, values and percept ion of the world;  
• To create prevent ion m ethods against  the invasion of religious groups, 

new religious cultures and dest ruct ive groups;  
• To show tolerance towards other Christ ian Churches and Slav religions. 

Considering the spir itual prem ises and the condit ions that  led to cultural diversity 
and variety of values/ as well as their connect ion with religion and t radit ions, the 
teaching of the "Religions of the World"  m odule is st r ict ly related to state 
requirem ents concerning the civic educat ion content . 
The subjects included in the other cultural-educat ional fields are also im portant  in 
achieving the object ives of civic-educat ion, through their educat ional content  and 
through the im plem entat ion of the basic principles -  pluralism  and tolerance, 
respect  for hum an dignity and equal and irrevocable hum an rights, pract ical 
orientat ion, relat ions, argum ents and persuasion, crit ical and creat ive thinking, 
access to crucial perform ances of universal culture and interdisciplinarit y. 
Civic educat ion is not  com pleted during teaching of various subjects alone. State 
requirem ents concerning textbooks and curricula content  also include a pract ical 
com ponent  of educat ion, which is explicit ly stated. This im plies that  part  of the 
course should be em ployed for research and outside of class/ school act ivit ies. The 
recom m endat ion for teachers is that  they guide pupils towards independent  
act ivit ies, during which they can:  

• Explore various types of social experience;  
• Study official docum ents of nat ional and internat ional im portance, 

governing the relat ion of cit izens with the society and it s inst itut ions;  
• Establish connect ions with the m anagem ent  of nat ional and local 

inst itut ions and take various social init iat ives;  
• Part icipate in the internat ional dialogue with representat ives of various 

ethnic groups;  
• Carry out  field work;  
• Draw up and carry ont  individual and group projects. 
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Therefore, civic educat ion encom passes school com m unity life and social 
environm ent , helps school culture developm ent  and pupils socializat ion for an 
act ive civic involvem ent  and for the dem ocrat izat ion of the society. 

7HDFKHUV�WUDLQLQJ�DQG�TXDOLILFDWLRQV 
Teachers t raining and qualificat ions in civic educat ion teaching is one of the 
priorit ies of the Minist ry of Educat ion and Science. The "Modernizat ion of 
Educat ion."  project , financed by the World Bank, requires interdisciplinary 
t raining and qualificat ions of teachers in the field of civic educat ion, universe and 
personalit y. 
The University "Klim ent  Ohridski"  in Sofia and other higher educat ion inst itut ions 
propose m aster degree studies in the field of Civic Educat ion. The departm ent  for 
teachers’ inform at ion and t raining at  the University "Klim ent  Ohridski"  in Sofia 
undertakes various t raining sem inars and program s (a total of 11)  for experts of 
the Minist ry of Educat ion and Science, school headm asters, school counselors and 
teachers. A study sem inar was organized in co-operat ion with the "Foundat ion for 
an Open Society" , intended for the teachers from  Sofia, teaching the school 
subject  "Universe and Personalit y" . Such sem inars are to be organized in other 
parts of the count ry as well. A nat ional conference was held (7and 8 Novem ber, 
2003) , focused on the topic "Situat ion and perspect ives in teaching "Universe and 
Personalit y"  was held upon the init iat ive of the philosophic foundat ion "Minerva", 
the University "Klim ent  Ohridski"  in Sofia, the "Foundat ion for an Open Society"  
and the Minist ry of Educat ion and Science. The actual topic indicates the pract ical 
nature of the conference. The Associat ion of Philosophy Teachers has a web site 
with the address:  
ht tp: / / apf.webbg.com , containing the educat ion and t raining curriculum :  "Polit ical 
culture and civic educat ion for young people in Bulgaria."  I n 2003, the Minist ry of 
Educat ion and Science created a web-site dedicated to civic educat ion. The site is 
intended for persons with interests in civic educat ion. I t  contains inform at ion 
about  the teaching of civic educat ion and provides assistance for anyone 
interested in such issues. 



 16

�


