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7KH�HGXFDWLRQ�V\VWHP�LQ�&\SUXV�
�

���� (GXFDWLRQ�SRSXODWLRQ�
���� /DQJXDJH�RI�LQVWUXFWLRQ�
���� 3ODQQLQJ� IXQFWLRQV� DQG� H[WHQW� RI� SXEOLF�VHFWRU� IXQGHG�
HGXFDWLRQ�
���� 7KH�HGXFDWLRQ�V\VWHP�LQ�,WDO\�
���� 3UH�SULPDU\�HGXFDWLRQ�
���� &RPSXOVRU\�IXOO�WLPH�HGXFDWLRQ�

������ 3KDVHV�
������ $GPLVVLRQ�FULWHULD�
������ /HQJKW�RI�WKH�VFKRRO�GD\�ZHHN�\HDU�
������ &ODVV�VL]H���VWXGHQW�JURXSLQJ��DYHUDJH��
������ &XUULFXODU�FRQWURO�DQG�FRQWHQW�
������ $VVHVVPHQW��SURJUHVVLRQ�DQG�TXDOLILFDWLRQV�
�

���� 8SSHU�VHFRQGDU\�DQG�SRVW�VHFRQGDU\�HGXFDWLRQ�
������ 7\SHV�RI�HGXFDWLRQ�
������ $GPLVVLRQ�FULWHULD�
������ &XUULFXODU�FRQWURO�DQG�FRQWHQW�
������ $VVHVVPHQW��SURJUHVVLRQ�DQG�TXDOLILFDWLRQV�
�

��� (GXFDWLRQ�V\VWHPV�IRU�SHRSOH�LQ�VSHFLDO�QHHGV�
�
��� 0HWKRGV�RI�WHDFKLQJ�

�
��� 7KH�XVH�RI�,&7�LQ�WKH�HGXFDWLRQDO�V\VWHP�
�
��� 2QJRLQJ�UHIRUPV�
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,QWURGXFWLRQ�
�
With the declarat ion of the Independence of Cyprus in 1960 the responsibilit y for 
m at ters of educat ion of the Greek and Turkish com m unit ies was ent rusted to the 
Greek Com m unal Assem bly and the Turkish Com m unal Assem bly respect ively. 
 
After the inter-com m unal conflict  in 1964, the Greek Com m unal Assem bly was 
dissolved and the Minist ry of Educat ion of the Cyprus Republic was founded under 
Law 12 of 1965. 
 
With this st ructural inst itut ional reform , the responsibilit y for all m at ters 
concerning educat ion was undertaken by  the Minist ry of Educat ion, a cent ral 
bureaucrat ic m echanism  governing and m onitoring the educat ional system  of the 
count ry, with the Minister of Educat ion (polit ical person)   and the Director General 
(perm anent  public em ployee)  at  the top of the dom inat ing hierarchy. I n 1969, the 
Com m it tee of Educat ional Service, an independent  fivefold body, the m em bers of 
which are appointed by the President  of the Republic, was founded with a 6 years 
term  of service.   
 
Cyprus educat ion suffered a severe blow as a result  of the Turkish invasion in 
1974 since m any schools were occupied by the Turkish arm y and m any students 
were forced to abandon their hom es and schools.  
 
The general aim  of Educat ion in Cyprus is the m ental, em ot ional, spir itual and 
physical developm ent  of students, and the provision of knowledge and skills 
necessary for the cont inuat ion of their studies or their init iat ion into the socio-
econom ic life of the count ry.  Cyprus educat ion also aim s at  the preparat ion of 
cit izens who abide by the universal values of freedom , dem ocracy and just ice. 
�
�
&KDUDFWHULVWLFV�RI�WKH�&\SUXV�(GXFDWLRQDO�6\VWHP��
�
The Cyprus Educat ional System  has the following m ain characterist ics:   
 
&HQWUDOL]DWLRQ�
 

• The responsibilit y for the form ulat ion of educat ional policy rests with the 
Council of Ministers. 

 
• The Minist ry of Educat ion and Culture is responsible for the adm inist rat ion 

of all levels, the applicat ion of educat ional laws that  govern the operat ion 
of educat ion, the preparat ion of educat ional legislat ion and the 
preparat ion of the budget  on educat ion and culture, which is subm it ted to 
Parliam ent  for approval.  Also, it  determ ines the Curriculum , the books 
and the m eans of educat ion.  

 
• I n the public educat ional inst itut ions the teaching staff is appointed, 

prom oted and subject  to disciplinary proceedings by the Educat ion Service 
Com m it tee. The said com m it tee prom otes also the inspectors and the 
senior officers of educat ion.  

 
• The schools are cont rolled by the Minist ry, via the school inspectors and 

school heads.  
 

• The Minist ry finances the Local School Com m issions that  are in charge of 
the const ruct ion, m aintenance and equipm ent  of school buildings.    
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• The private schools are m anaged by private individuals or bodies, but  
com e under the supervision and cont rol of the Minist ry of Educat ion and 
Culture.   

 

 
 
)LJXUH�����Cent ralizat ion is one of the characterist ics of the Cyprus Educat ional 
System  
 
 
&RPSXOVRU\�HGXFDWLRQ 
All children from  the age of 4 years and eight  m onths up to the age of fifteen are 
obliged to at tend school.  
 
 
 
 
)UHH�HGXFDWLRQ�
The public prim ary and secondary educat ion is free of charge. The governm ent  
pays the salaries of teachers, provides books and other m aterial to schools and 
subsidizes all local Com m issions on the basis of the num ber of registered pupils.  
 
3DUDOOHO�HGXFDWLRQ�
The com m unity, thus, sets an enorm ously high value on educat ion with 
ext rem ely high m ot ivat ion am ong parents.  This, according to the Unesco Report  
(1997) , m eans that  there is intense com pet it ion am ong high school graduates to 
obtain places at  the University of Cyprus and at  universit ies abroad. This intense 
com pet it ion prom pts parents to supplem ent  school educat ion with private tuit ion 
to the extent  that  there exists what  m ight  be described as an inform al 
com plem entary educat ion system  which has a backlash on the schools and 
causes m any problem s. 

SCHOOL 
BUILDINGS 

INSPECTION OF 
SCHOOLS 

COMMITTEE OF 
EDUCATIONAL 

SERVICE 

SCHOOL  
COMMISSIONS 

NOMINATIONS 
PROMOTIONS 
TRANSFERS 

DISCIPLINE OF 
EDUCATIONAL 

PERSONNEL  

LAWS ON 
EDUCATION 

PRIVATE 
EDUCATION 

PUBLIC 
EDUCATION 

0,1,675<�2)�
('8&$7,21�

$1'�
&8/785( 

BOOKS AND 
MEANS 

 
CURRICULUM  
PROGRAMME 
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,QIOXHQFH�E\�RWKHU�HGXFDWLRQDO�V\VWHPV�
The educat ional system  of Cyprus has been influenced by the educat ional 
system s of Greece, Britain and the USA. Their im pact  is obvious in the 
organizat ion and adm inist rat ion of educat ion, the curriculum  and the school 
textbooks. This is a natural consequence of the Brit ish rule over Cyprus that  
affected the system s of organizat ion and adm inist rat ion of schools as well as the 
educat ion of schoolteachers of prim ary educat ion. At  the sam e t im e, m ost  
teachers of secondary and tert iary educat ion studied in universit ies of Greece, 
Britain and the USA.  
 
 
6WUXFWXUH�RI�WKH�(GXFDWLRQDO�6\VWHP��
�
The organizat ion and st ructure of the Cyprus educat ional system , as have been 
shaped since the form at ion of the Cypriot  state resem ble those of the Greek 
system . Specifically, it  has the following basic levels:    
 
PRIMARY EDUCATION          (  Pre-prim ary & prim ary educat ion)  
SECONDARY EDUCATION    (Gym nasium  & Lyceum )  
HIGHER EDUCATION             (Higher & Tert iary Educat ion)  
 
 
 
 
 
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

�
)LJXUH���  St ructure of the Cyprus Educat ional System   

 
 

UNIVERSITIES – POLYTECHNICS 
AND OTHER INSTITUTIONS 
OF TERTIARY EDUCATION 

 
 

TERTIARY 
EDUCATION 

15 – 18 
YEARS 

OLD 

 
(Com prehensive)  

LYCEUM 
 

TECHNICAL 
EDUCATION 

3 YEARS 
ATTENDANCE 

OPTIONAL 
EDUCATION 

 APPRENTICESHIP 
SCHEME 

 

3 YEARS 
ATTENDANCE 

OPTIONAL 
EDUCATION 

12 – 15 
YEARS 

OLD 
 

GYMNASIUM  3 YEARS 
ATTENDANCE 

 
 

COMPULSORY 
EDUCATION 

 
 

 
 
 
 

SECONDARY 
 
 

EDUCATION 

(�
'�
8�
&�
$�
7�
,�
2�
1�

PRIMARY 

SECONDARY 

HIGHER/ 
TERTIARY 

PRE-PRIMARY 

PRIMARY 

UNIVERSITY 

TECHNICAL 

HIGHER 
EDUCATION 

INSTITUTIONS 

GENERAL 
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�
$'0,1,675$7,21�2)�
35,0$5<�('8&$7,21�
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6 – 12 
YEARS 

OLD 
 
 

PRIMARY 
EDUCATION 

 6 YEARS 
ATTENDANCE 

COMPULSORY 
EDUCATION 

5 – 6 
YEARS 

OLD 
 
 

PRE-PRIMARY EDUCATION 
(NURSERY SCHOOL)  

1 YEAR  
ATTENDANCE 

COMPULSORY 
EDUCATION 

3 – 5 
YEARS 

OLD 
 

PRE-PRIMARY EDUCATION 
(NURSERY SCHOOL)  

2 YEARS 
ATTENDANCE 

OPTIONAL 
EDUCATION 

 
 
 

PRIMARY 
 
 

EDUCATION 

�

)LJXUH���  The Cyprus Educat ional System  

�
�

&2038/625<�)8//�7,0(�('8&$7,21�
�
3ULPDU\�(GXFDWLRQ��3UH�SULPDU\�	�3ULPDU\�HGXFDWLRQ��
�
Prim ary Educat ion const itutes the m ain and fundam ental stage of educat ion, 
which lays the foundat ion for the harm onious developm ent  of children in the 
cognit ive, em ot ional and psychom otor sector. For this reason, the adm inist rat ion 
of the departm ent  of Prim ary Educat ion insists on the cont inual im provem ent  and 
upgrading of Prim ary Educat ion by encouraging the in-service t raining of the 
teaching staff, the writ ing of new books, the appointm ent  of m ore teachers in the 
educat ion for children considered as having special needs and the extension or 
const ruct ion of new school buildings. 
 

 
�
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The various sectors of the departm ent  of Prim ary Educat ion include pre-prim ary 
educat ion (pre-prim ary schools:  state, com m unal, private) , prim ary educat ion 
(prim ary schools in the free and occupied parts of Cyprus) , educat ion for children 
with special needs (schools for children with special needs and the rendering of 
individualized help to children with special needs placed in prim ary schools) , 
Cyprus educat ional m ission in the U.K., adult  educat ion centers, educat ional and 
sum m er cam ps and educat ion of the Greeks of diaspora. 
�
�
3UH�SULPDU\�HGXFDWLRQ�
�
The Minist ry of Educat ion and Culture of Cyprus, is responsible for the educat ion 
of 3 year old children and over. I t  takes on the responsibilit y to com plem ent  the 
fam ily’s role, to provide am ple support  and augm ent  the developm ental stage of 
the children and to sat isfy their basic needs for an integral personalit y in an 
experient ial environm ent , so as to enable them  to recognize their capabilit ies and 
enhance their self- confidence. 
 
From  the school year 2004-2005, for children aged between 4 years and 8 
m onths to 5 years and 8 m onths at tendance is com pulsory and free of charge, 
whereas children aged between 3 -  4 years and 8 m onths who take up vacant  
places in public inst itut ions, have to pay fees which are determ ined by the 
Minist ry of Finance. The State covers all expenses for the funct ioning of the state 
inst itut ions and cont inues to subsidize the funct ioning of the com m unal pre-
prim ary schools. There are no criteria for at tendance. The populat ion of public 
pre-prim ary com pulsory educat ion for the school year of 2004 – 2005 was 9 920 
children who were allocated to classes with an average num ber of 23 children per 
class. 
 
The curriculum  of public pre-prim ary schools is included in the curriculum  of 
prim ary educat ion. The basic aim  of pre-prim ary educat ion is:   
 

‘to help the child to adapt  sm oothly to the wider school environm ent , to 
include it self in the society with com fort  and safety and to secure, 
m aintain and prom ote it s healthy growth in all respects ( intellectual, 
social, sent im ental, m oral, religious and aesthet ic)  to the m axim um  
possible extent , depending on the stage of m aturity’  (Curriculum , Minist ry 
of Educat ion and Culture, p. 39) . 

 
The Minist ry of Educat ion and Culture m akes available all the necessary 
prerequisites for the m ost  effect ive im plem entat ion of qualitat ive educat ional 
program m es. This is achieved by retaining as m any elem ents of the natural way 
of liv ing of the fam ily as possible, with em phasis on the free act ivat ion of the 
children, on com fort , love, support , t rust , acceptance, safety and on respect  for 
their personal uniqueness and also by offering to the schools financial support , 
guidance and supervision. 
 
The following object ives are achieved through educat ional program m es:  
 
• Children’s equal developm ent  in the cognit ive, em ot ional and psychom otor 

dom ains 
• The developm ent  of children in skills, at t itudes, values and principles 
• Children’s preparat ion to at tend prim ary school and m axim izat ion of their 

capabilit ies for school success. 
 
The syllabus of pre-prim ary schools is drawn from  the following:   
 



 8 

• the natural environm ent  ( inanim ate, processes, phenom ena)   
• the social and cultural environm ent  ( individuals, team s, foundat ions, 

inst itut ions, m onum ents, act ivit ies, events)   
• the personal and fam ily life of children (personal experiences, incidents, 

situat ions)   
• the daily life of school (accidental or pre-designed incidents)   
• the needs, the interests, the abilit ies of children  (Curriculum , Minist ry of 

Educat ion and Culture, p. 39) .  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The daily program  lasts 5 hours and 20‘  on a five day basis and is com prised 
basically of the following parts:  
 

+285�� 68%-(&76�$&7,9,7,(6��
�

07: 45  – 8: 45  
08: 25  – 09: 05  

Free Act ivit ies (1)   
Tidying up – Washing  
 

09: 05  – 09: 45  First  period of Teaching (2)   
 

09: 45 –  11: 05 
 

Break 

11: 05  – 11: 45  Second period of Teaching (3)   
 

11: 45  – 12: 25  Entertainm ent   – Fruit   – Break (4)   
 

12: 25  – 13: 05  Silent  Act ivit ies   
 

�
�
3ULPDU\�(GXFDWLRQ�
 
At tendance in Prim ary School is com pulsory for six years. Children should be at  
least  five years and eight  m onths old, in order to get  enrolled in the first  grade. 
 
The populat ion of prim ary educat ion for the year 2004-2005 was 57 626�� The 
m axim um  num ber of children in classroom s was�30��The school year com prises 
180 days between the beginning of Septem ber t ill the m iddle of June. Schools 
open five days a week with an average of 35 lesson hours.  The school day begins 
at  7:  45 unt il 13: 05 and a lesson lasts 40 m inutes. 
 
The cornerstone of the aim s of Prim ary Educat ion has always been the 
harm onious developm ent  of the personalit y of children. This is believed to be 
achieved under condit ions which help children acquire knowledge, develop r ight  
at t itudes and cult ivate skills, and in situat ions in which children are prepared to 
face the unceasing but  changing world in a responsible m anner. 
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According to the ten-year schooling educat ional program m e, the aim  of Prim ary 
Educat ion is to create and secure the necessary learning opportunit ies for children 
regardless of age, sex, fam ily and social background and m ental abilit ies so that  
they will be able to:  

• Develop harm oniously in the cognit ive, em ot ional and psychom otor dom ains 
using to the m axim um  the m eans that  contem porary technology offers. 

 
• Deal successfully with various problem s they m ay face including difficult ies in 

fam iliarizing with the school and the wider environm ent . 
 
• Prom ote socializat ion;  establish their nat ional and ethnic ident it y and their 

status as cit izens of the Republic of Cyprus. 
 
• Acquire posit ive at t itudes towards learning;  develop social understanding, 

fight ing spir it , belief in hum an values, respect  for our cultural heritage and 
hum an rights, appreciat ion of beauty and disposit ion for creat ivit y and love 
for life and nature in order to becom e sensit ive in preserving and im proving 
the environm ent  

 

The curriculum  covers:  

Modern Greek Language:  Listening and oral expression, Reading, Writ ten 
Expression, Basic conceptual and orthographic vocabulary, Gram m ar, Writ ing, 
Dexterit ies of study and exploitat ion of sources  
I  know and I  do not  forget :   A lesson that  aim s at  providing knowledge to pupils 
on the Turkish invasion in Cyprus and present  to them  the occupied areas. 
Mathem at ics  
Social Subjects  
Environm ental Study  
Orthodox Christ ian Educat ion  
History   
Geography  
Cit izenship 
Science:     Plants, Anim als, Hum an Body, Tim e, Ground, I nterval, Ecology, 
Forces, Magnets, Light , Sound, Heat , Elect r icit y, Energy   

�
/RZHU�VHFRQGDU\�HGXFDWLRQ��WKH�J\PQDVLXP��
Lower secondary educat ion offers full- t im e com pulsory educat ion to pupils 12 to 
15 years of age. Full at tendance is also obligatory. A public prim ary school leaving 
cert ificate is required in order to enroll in the gym nasium  without  ent rance 
exam inat ions. On graduat ion, the students are awarded the ‘Apolyterion 
Gym nasiou’. 

During the school year 2004-2005 the num ber of pupils at tending the gym nasia 
am ounted to 28 050�with an average of�25�pupils per class. 

The school year com prises 180 days between the beginning of Septem ber t ill the 
m iddle of June. Schools open five days a week with an average of 37 lesson 
periods.  The school day begins at  7: 30 unt il 13: 35 and a lesson lasts 45 m inutes. 
 
Aim s and Object ives 

The gym nasium ’s overarching goal is to provide pupils with general educat ion 
within m ore flexible, com prehensive- teaching st ructures which prepare pupils for 
subject  select ion at  the lyceum  level. Through general educat ion, with an 
em phasis on hum anit ies (social sciences, physical sciences and aesthet ics) , it  is 
expected that  learners will have the opportunit ies to develop autonom y as a skill 
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for lifelong learning, self-m onitoring and self-direct ion and self- fulfillm ent . 
Therefore, exposure of the pupils to a com m on curriculum  at  this level, involves 
the fundam ental assum pt ion that  general educat ion provides pupils with the 
knowledge, skills and at t itudes that  em power them  to understand them selves, 
their own language and culture, and relate, m eaningfully, to people who are 
linguist ically and culturally different  and with whom  the pupils choose to 
com m unicate in various situat ions. 

Specifically, the m ain educat ional object ives at  the Gym nasium  level aim  at  
enabling the learners to:  

• broaden their t radit ional value system  (aesthet ic, m oral, social, personal, 
technical and econom ic)  

• acquire, expand and synthesize knowledge that  will help them  m eet  
personal, social, and econom ic challenges 

• develop skills for crit ical literacy through the acquisit ion of their first  
language 

• acquaint  them selves with a range of different  Art  form s, express their 
art ist ic talents and progressively form  their own sense of connoisseurship 

• becom e self aware of their potent ial in term s of skills, interests and talents 
and be able to appreciate the im portance of  both intellectual and 
vocat ional aspects of work in order to select  the type of work they aspire 
to develop physically by cult ivat ing their kinesthet ic skills. 

The Curriculum  and the Syllabuses 

The curriculum  of Gym nasium s is organized under broad subject -m at ter areas.  I t  
is com prised ent irely of required subjects that  are ident ical for all students. 

I t  covers the following subjects:  

Mother tongue:                       Modern Greek & Classical Greek 

Maths 

Natural Studies:                      Physics, Chem ist ry, Biology, Anthropology,      

                                              Natural Science & Geography 

Social Studies:                       History, Religious Knowledge, Career Educat ion,  

                                              Civics   & Econom ics 

Foreign Languages:               English, French  

I nform at ion and Technology:  Com puter Studies, Technology, Hom e Econom y 

Physical Educat ion 

Aesthet ic Educat ion:              Music & Art  

 

The language of inst ruct ion in all public schools (prim ary and secondary)  is Greek.  

�
8SSHU�VHFRQGDU\�HGXFDWLRQ�

• Eniaio lyceum  
• Secondary technical and vocat ional educat ion 

�
�
�
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(QLDLR�O\FHXP��  
The Cyprus educat ional system  started the school year 2000-2001 with one of the 
greatest  developm ents in the last  20 years in secondary educat ion. The 
developm ent  concerns the im portant  st ructural change in the system  by 
establishing the eniaio lyceum  system  on a pancyprian scale. The eniaio lyceum  
replaced the lyceum  of opt ional subjects which funct ioned for over 20 years. 
 
The lyceum  cycle of state upper secondary general educat ion offers a 3 year 
opt ional educat ion program m e for pupils aged between 15 and 18. The holders of 
‘Apolyterio Gym nasiou’ m ay enter a lyceum  or a technical school without  taking 
further exam inat ions.   
 
During the school year 2004-2005 the num ber of pupils at tending the Lyceum  
reached 23 303�with m inim um �16 and m axim um  24 pupils per class��The school 
year com prises 180 days between beginning of Septem ber t ill the m iddle of June. 
Schools open five days a week with an average of 37 lesson periods. The school 
day begins at  7: 30 unt il 13: 35 and a lesson lasts 45 m inutes. 
 
Aim s and Object ives 

Based on the socioeconom ic, cultural and nat ional needs of Cyprus public state 
upper secondary educat ion offers equal opportunit ies for educat ion and aim s at  
prom ot ing and developing a healthy and m oral personalit y in view of creat ing 
able dem ocrat ic and law abiding cit izens.  I t  also aim s at  ingraining the nat ional 
ident it y, the cultural values and the universal ideals for freedom , just ice, peace as 
well as nurturing, love, respect  for fellow-m en in order to establish m utual 
understanding and dem ocracy. 

Eniaio lyceum  is characterized by focusing on general educat ion ( including 
technological and econom y educat ion)  and developing a m ult ifaceted personalit y 
by:  

a)  the didact ic process and the various pedagogical act ivit ies which nurture a 
wide range of skills and types of thought  such as:  

• crit ical thinking 
• creat ivit y and originalit y 
• im aginat ion 
• observat ion 
• cooperat ion 
• problem  solving and coping with a variety of situat ions 
• analysis skills 
• writ ing skills 
• the abilit y of assessm ent  and self-assessm ent  

b)  developing skills and at t itudes so that  a youth cam  cope with the 
challenges of the  m odern world as a pupil and later as a cit izen 

 
Study Program m e/ Subjects of the Eniaio Lyceum  

The pupils have the flexibilit y to form  their own t im etable according to their 
interests and inclinat ions.  I n this they are assisted by the teachers of career 
Guidance and Counseling and the Com m it tee for the Assessm ent  of Pupils’ 
Opt ions.   

The study program  is divided into three types:  
• Com m on core subjects which are com pulsory subjects for all pupils. These 

subjects aim  at  providing general educat ion. They are:  Modern Greek, 
Classical Greek, Maths, Science, History, Religious knowledge, Civics, 
Econom ics, Com pulsory foreign languages, Com puter Science, Technology, 
Physical Educat ion, Music & Art . 
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• Opt ional st ream  subjects which are selected by the pupils according to 
their preference and what  is pursued is a m ore system at ic and profound 
study of the subjects which interest  the pupils.  These subjects are taught  
4 periods per week.  They are :   Classical Greek, History, Lat in, Maths, 
Physics, Chem ist ry, Com puter Science, Technology, Drawing, English, 
French, Germ an, Accountancy, Shorthand, Typing-Secretarial Skills, 
Physical Educat ion, Music Subjects, Art  Subjects & Fam ily Educat ion)  

• Subjects of special interest  and/ or enrichm ent  which are selected by the 
pupils in view of affording the pupils the opportunity to study a variety of 
subjects to enrich or support  or sat isfy their special inclinat ions or interest  
or needs. They are the sam e as opt ional st ream  subjects and are taught  4 
periods per week also.    

6HFRQGDU\�7HFKQLFDO�DQG�9RFDWLRQDO�(GXFDWLRQ�� 
Secondary Technical and Vocat ional Educat ion (STVE)  offers program m es of:  

• Form al Secondary Technical and Vocat ional Educat ion�
• Apprent iceship Schem e and�
• Life- long Learning�

The total populat ion of STVE for the school year 2004-2005 reached ������
 

Form al STVE  

I t  is offered in two m ain direct ions (Theoret ical and Pract ical) .  Students enter 
STVE schools after they graduate from  the Gym nasium  at  the age of fifteen.  Both 
Theoret ical and Pract ical direct ion studies have a durat ion of three years.   

Upon com plet ion of their studies, graduates of STVE are awarded a leaving 
cert ificate, which is recognized as equivalent  to any six-year Public Secondary 
Educat ion school- leaving cert ificate. 

Apprent iceship Schem e  

I t  has been in operat ion since 1963, and addresses drop-outs from  the form al 
educat ion system  for the ages 15 to 17. Apprent ices are em ployed in indust ry, 
where they receive on the job t raining, and have the opportunity for general 
educat ion and school based vocat ional t raining on a day release basis for a period 
of two years. 
 
Life- long Learning  
Evening classes are also offered at  several technical schools, aim ing at  providing 
students with the opportunity to enrich their knowledge and abilit ies to com pete 
for em ploym ent  in a rapidly changing world. 
�
�
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*HQHUDO�3RSXODWLRQ�RI�3XEOLF�(GXFDWLRQ

4235, 3% 6180, 5%

23303, 18%

28050, 22% 9920, 8%

57626, 44%

Primary

Pre-Primary

Gymnasium

Lyceum

Technical

Public/Higher Education

�
�

)LJXUH��� General populat ion of public educat ion  
�
 
3ULYDWH�VHFRQGDU\�HGXFDWLRQ����
Although private� secondary schools m aintain a considerable degree of 
independence in their operat ion and curricula, they are registered with the 
Minist ry of Educat ion and Culture and com ply with certain curriculum  and facilit y 
requirem ents m andated by law.  
 
Curriculum  program m es for m ost  private secondary schools extend over a six-
year period with em phasis on general educat ion for the first  three years.  Foreign 
language schools have six or seven year curriculum  program m es with English, 
French, I talian or Arabic as the basic languages of inst ruct ion.  A few private 
secondary schools are at tached to prim ary schools providing an integrated 
twelve-or- thirteen-year program m e.  
�
Ent ry to these schools is through com pet it ive ent rance exam inat ions. 
�
�
$VVHVVPHQW��SURJUHVVLRQ�DQG�TXDOLILFDWLRQV��
 
At  the level of students 
The assessm ent  of pupils, which form s an integral part  of teaching, aim s at  
gauging the degree of success of it s aim s as they are set  by the curricula.  
Assessm ent  com bines a variety of types and techniques so that  it  can achieve a 
reliable, object ive and fair evaluat ion of knowledge, the crit ical thinking and the 
skills of the pupils, cont r ibute to self- knowledge and autonom ous thinking as well 
as how well pupils acquire object ive inform at ion, the level of their learning and 
their capabilit ies.  I n addit ion, assessm ent  provides to the educat ion system  
inform at ion on the results of it s tasks and gives feedback on the teaching and 
learning process, so that  there can be cont inuous im provem ent .  Assessm ent  is 
also a way for parents to be inform ed about  their children’s perform ance.  Finally 
it  creates incent ives for learning in an environm ent  of cooperat ion and m utual 
respect  either by the creat ion of com pet it ive spir it  or by the m ere individual 
sat isfact ion of at taining high perform ance and acquir ing knowledge. 
A student  is assessed on:  
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�� involvem ent  in the daily work in the class and the overall act ivit ies at  
school. 

�� the results of perform ance as presented in writ ten exam inat ions at  the 
t r im esters and the final exam s. 

�� the projects and other act ivit ies 
 
The educat ion system  at  the secondary level provides for diagnost ic assessm ent  
of pupils, form at ive assessm ent  and final writ ten exam inat ions conducive to 
prom ot ion.  Form at ive assessm ent  is conducted throughout  the school year for 
cont inuous m onitoring and cont rol of the teaching- learning process in view of 
finding out  and tackling possible problem s as well as finding out  the suitabilit y of 
the teaching m ethods and tools em ployed. 
 
Cont inuous assessm ent  in the Gym nasium � is on a scale of A to E.  I t  is both oral 
and writ ten (quizzes, revision tests and individual or group projects)  
supplem ented by com pulsory internally set  final exam inat ions in June on a 1 to 
20 scale for Greek, Mathem at ics, History and Natural Science. 
 
Cont inuous assessm ent  in the upper division, eniaio lyceum  & technical school is 
on a scale of 1-20.  I t  is also both oral and writ ten (quizzes, revision tests, class 
tests and projects)  supplem ented by com pulsory internally set  final exam inat ions 
in Greek, Mathem at ics, History and Physics. 
 
A cert ificate of com plet ion of the lower-division studies ensures the pupil’s ent ry 
in the upper division.  Following the nat ion-wide com prehensive final exam inat ion 
in the upper division an aggregate of m arks based on the results determ ines the 
pupil’s successful graduat ion. A school leaving cert ificate ‘APOLYTIRION’ is a 
qualificat ion for em ploym ent  in clerical posit ions and provides access to local and 
overseas tert iary educat ion establishm ents. 
 
Eligibilit y for adm ission to the public higher educat ion inst itut ions of the count ry is 
secured through the ‘APOLYTIRION’ of the upper cycle of secondary educat ion.  
Furtherm ore, and because of the lim ited num ber of places in these inst itut ions, 
this eligibilit y is associated with the need for part icipat ion in exam inat ions, called 
‘Ent rance Exam inat ions’ that  are organized by the Minist ry of Educat ion and 
Culture and which aim  at  ranking and dist r ibut ing the places to secondary school 
graduates according to their interests and achievem ent .  I t  has to be st ressed 
that  the ‘Ent rance Exam inat ions do not  m easure any type of abilit y or knowledge 
levels, but  have ranking as their sole object ive.   
 
At  the level of teachers  
 
A university degree (or on equivalent  degree)  in the subject  to be taught  renders 
teachers eligible for inclusion in the official register of candidates for appointm ent .   
 
A teacher’s appointm ent  is based on a system  where prim ary priorit y is 
determ ined by the year of subm it t ing the applicat ions (on the principle ‘first  com e 
first  served’) . Secondary priorit y (am ong the applicants of the sam e year)  is 
decided on a system  of units which the candidate accum ulates according to the 
date(s)  of graduat ion, special qualificat ions and a personal interview. 
 
Prior to perm anent  appointm ent , a secondary school teacher is required to at tend 
a pre-service t raining course, at  the Cyprus Pedagogical I nst itute whose forem ost  
aim  is to cont r ibute to the educat ional advancem ent  of teachers of Cyprus, 
thereby im proving the qualit y of educat ion.  Furtherm ore, prior to perm anent  
appointm ent  a teacher m ay serve as a subst itute for short  or long term  needs 
and/ or m aintain tem porary status on cont ract . 
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A newly appointed teacher is on probat ion for two years and they are inspected 
by the�inspectors of the Minist ry of Educat ion and Culture. 
 
Newly prom oted secondary deputy heads at tend com pulsory once-a week courses 
for a year.  These courses focus on adm inist rat ive and coordinat ing skills. 
 
Teachers are civil servants and, although they are appointed by an independent  
body, The Educat ional Service Com m it tee, they com e under the jurisdict ion of the 
Minist ry of Educat ion and Culture.     
 
The role of inspector  
 
The inspector plays a key role in educat ion in Cyprus.  Besides the task of 
inspect ing teachers form ally during the two-year period and then again after the 
twelfth year of service when teachers becom e eligible for prom ot ion, they also 
assess the school heads during a wider inspect ion process called general 
inspect ion. 
 
I n the prim ary sector, the inspector with responsibilit y for the m ain disciplines 
looks after the m ajorit y of staff in a num ber of schools, m aking this role 
part icularly im portant  because it  involves the overall funct ioning of the schools 
within which the inspector becom es the ‘interlocutor’ for the teachers. The 
situat ion appears to differ in the Secondary sector, although here again an 
inspector is allocated part icular responsibilit y for a school.  ‘Major’ or ‘General’ 
inspect ions are undertaken by a team  of inspectors who carry a whole-school 
inspect ion. The criteria are legally established and cover a wide range of issues. 
 
A third role is in the area of the curriculum  where inspectors take part  in 
curriculum  developm ent , the product ion of textbooks, the ident ificat ion of 
curricular resources, the set t ing of exam inat ions for the school leaving cert ificate 
and for the university select ion exam inat ion. 
 
Progression and curriculum    
 
The curriculum  should have progression in which successive item s and topics 
should m ake increasing dem ands on the students, drawing them  deeper into the 
subject  and offering problem s and tasks of increasing difficulty. According to the 
Unesco Report  (1997, §2.11.2) , it  appears that  the planning of the curriculum  for 
cont inuity and progression has been thought ful and well-pursued within each 
separate stage (prim ary & secondary) . The use of curriculum  com m it tees and 
well-qualified staff team s have ensured that  a coherent  curriculum  is available for 
teachers whose com plaints are m ore about  balance and quant ity rather than 
about  cont inuity and progression.   
�
3RVW�VHFRQGDU\�HGXFDWLRQ��+LJKHU�7HUWLDU\�(GXFDWLRQ��
 
Current ly Higher Educat ion is provided by public and private third level inst itut ion 
as follows:    
 

• University level higher educat ion  
• Non-  university public higher inst itut ions 
• Non – university, private higher educat ion inst itut ions (colleges)  

 
The University of Cyprus was founded in 1989 and started it s operat ion in 
Septem ber 1992 and it  offers program m es at  undergraduate and postgraduate 
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level based on educat ion and research and also confers doctorates.  Now it  is in 
it s thirteen year of operat ion with about �4110 students.   
The University is a public corporate body and is governed by:  

• The Council 
• The Senate 

�
General Object ives 
The m ain object ive of the University is the advancem ent  of science, knowledge, 
learning and educat ion by teaching and research. 
 
Curricula 
The program m es of studies at  the University of Cyprus are based on credit  hours.  
One credit  hour is norm ally equivalent  to one weekly 50-m inute ‘class’ per 
sem ester. 
To graduate from  the University, a student  m ust  successfully com plete 120 credit  
hours (ext ra requirem ent :  6-9 credits for foreign language) , which m ust  include 
12-15 credit  hours of free elect ives outside the m ajor area of study from  at  least  
two Facult ies of the University. 
 
The University of Cyprus current ly offers program m es through the following 
Facult ies and Departm ents:  
 
 
a)    )DFXOW\�RI�+XPDQLWLHV�DQG�6RFLDO�6FLHQFHV,  with Departm ents in  

Educat ion 
Foreign Languages and Literatures 
Social and Polit ical Science 
Turkish Studies 

b)    )DFXOW\�RU�3XUH�DQG�$SSOLHG�6FLHQFH,  with Departm ents in  
Com puter Science 
Mathem at ics and Stat ist ics 
Natural Science 
 

c)    )DFXOW\�RI�(FRQRPLFV�DQG�0DQDJHPHQW� with Departm ents in 
Econom ics 
Public and Business Adm inist rat ion 
 

d)    )DFXOW\�RI�/HWWHUV� with Departm ents in 
Byzant ine and Modern Greek Studies 
Classics and Philosophy  
History and Archaeology 

 
e)  3RO\WHFKQLF�)DFXOW\,   with Departm ents of 

Civil Engineers and Engineers of Environm ent   
Elect r icians of Engineers and Mechanic of Com puters  
Mechanical engineers and Engineers of Product ion 
 

Approxim ately 550 students are adm it ted to the University of Cyprus every year. 
The great  m ajorit y m ust  sat isfactorily pass the com pet it ive ent rance exam inat ions 
set  by the Minist ry of Educat ion and Culture. Those eligible to part icipate in the 
exam s are Cypriot  cit izens, or those with at  least  one parent  of Cypriot  origin. 
Prospect ive students m ust  have graduated from  six-year high school.   

Overseas students m ust  possess a good knowledge of Greek or Turkish language 
and their adm ission is based on G.C.E or G.C.S.E or other equivalent  
exam inat ions, or based on the results of special exam inat ions set  by the 
University of Cyprus. 
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Evaluat ion of a student ’s perform ance in a course is decided by the faculty 
m em ber responsible for the course and approved by the departm ent . Test ing and 
evaluat ion m ay include writ ten and/ or oral exam inat ions at  the end of the 
sem ester, laboratory exercises and act ive part icipat ion. The various ways 
required for evaluat ion and their relat ive weight  are given in the detailed course 
descript ion.   
 
Teaching Methods 
�
The academ ic year com prises of two sem esters. I n all Departm ents at tendance is 
com pulsory and cont inuous. Students are expected to com plete their studies in 
eight  sem esters. Each sem ester the student  registers for courses corresponding 
to 12-18 credits in accordance with the requirem ents of the program m e.    
 
The individual teacher, departm ent , faculty, or a com binat ion of these decides 
teaching m ethods. Most  courses involve a com binat ion of form al lectures and 
m ore inform al sem inars and certain courses require pract ical sessions in which 
students are encouraged to part icipate. The languages of inst ruct ion are Greek 
and Turkish. (The official languages are st ipulated by the Const itut ion of the 
Republic of Cyprus) . 
�
2SHQ�8QLYHUVLW\�
A provisional com m it tee has been set  up by the governm ent  to prepare the 
ground for the establishm ent  of an Open University. 
 
7(3$.�
A provisional com m it tee has been set  up by the governm ent  to prepare the 
ground for the establishm ent  of a technological university. 
 
 
 
�
1RQ�8QLYHUVLW\�3XEOLF�+LJKHU�(GXFDWLRQ�
 
The public inst itut ions operate under the supervision of the appropriate Minist r ies. 
Each Minist ry, in collaborat ion with the Board of Managem ent , the Director and 
the faculty of the inst itut ion concerned, m ay set  regulat ions for the type and level 
of courses, adm ission requirem ents, curricula, assessm ent  and the num ber of 
students adm it ted each year, and is wholly responsible for organizing and 
governing the inst itut ion.    

There are seven public inst itut ions of non-university higher educat ion:  

1. Higher Technical I nst itute 
2. Cyprus Forest ry College 
3. Higher Hotel I nst itute of Cyprus 
4. School of Nursing 
5. Public Health I nspectors School 
6. Cyprus Police Academ y 
7. Tourist  Guides School 

 
The basic adm ission requirem ent  for public non-university higher educat ion 
inst itut ions is the com plet ion of a total of 12 years prim ary and secondary 
educat ion, which is cert ified by the Lyceum  Apolyterion or Technical School 
Apolyterion or equivalent .   
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Success to com pet it ive ent rance exam inat ions is also required for m ost  
inst itut ions.  Success in G.C.E. A- level exam inat ions is also accepted for 
adm ission in part icular inst itut ions.  
 
Public non-university higher educat ion inst itut ions offer specialized program m es 
in various fields needed by the state, ranging from  technical engineering to 
nursing, hotel and tourism  m anagem ent , forest ry and other professional 
disciplines.   
 
The m ain object ive is to provide high level educat ion and produce able and 
reliable professionals in their field. Studies are norm ally organized in 3-year 
diplom a program m es, which include different  specializat ion lines. Students are 
assessed by sit t ing in sem ester and often m idterm  exam inat ions. Workshop and 
laboratory assignm ents are m arked individually, with this m ark form ing a 
percentage of the final work in the given topic. Project  work as well as indust r ial 
t raining are also assessed and taken into considerat ion in the final m ark 
allocat ion.   
 
Teaching m ethods�involve lectures on the theoret ical level, extensive pract ical 
t raining and projects. Students com plete their t raining with pract ice in indust ry 
 
The language of inst ruct ion in m ost  public non-university inst itut ions is English. 
 
3ULYDWH�,QVWLWXWLRQV�RI�+LJKHU�(GXFDWLRQ�
A num ber of private tert iary inst itut ions offer program m es in various fields of 
study (e.g. secretarial studies, business adm inist rat ion, elect r ical, civil and 
m echanical engineering, hotel and catering, banking, accountancy and com puter 
studies, pre-prim ary and prim ary educat ion) , with a durat ion of one to four years. 
 
Law 67( I ) / 96 regulates the establishm ent  cont rol and operat ion of tert iary 
inst itut ions in Cyprus.  According to this Law, all private tert iary inst itut ions have 
to register with the Minist ry of Educat ion and Culture.  I n 2004, twenty- three 
private inst itut ions of higher educat ion were registered with the Minist ry and offer 
specific courses leading to the awards Cert ificate/ Diplom a/ Higher 
Diplom a/ Bachelor. Recent ly (July 2005)  a new law for the establishm ent  of 
private universit ies has been passed. 
�
Adm ission requirem ents to these inst itut ions are, a secondary school leaving 
cert ificate, and good knowledge of English. 
 
Their m ain object ive is to prepare students for a successful professional career. 

The program m es in m ost  inst itut ions are offered through a two sem ester 
academ ic year and the language of inst ruct ion is norm ally English. 
�
Teaching m ethods involve lecturers, pract ical t raining and projects, while 
assessm ent  takes the form  of writ ten and oral exam inat ion, as well as the  
subm ission of projects.  The individual inst itut ion and the Minist ry’s appropriate 
services offer guidance. 
 
)LQDO�TXDOLILFDWLRQV�LQ�+LJKHU�(GXFDWLRQ�
 
I n public and private non-university higher educat ion inst itut ions, depending on 
the program m e of study, there are the following interm ediate- final qualificat ions:  

�� Cert ificate (one year program m e)  
�� Diplom a ( two year program m e)  
�� Higher Diplom a ( three year program m e)  
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�� Bachelor’s degree ( four year program m e)  
�� Masters degrees 

 
The University of Cyprus awards ptychio, the first  final university degree, to all 
students who have successfully com pleted the 4-year respect ive program m e of 
study.  The first  post -graduate degree, Master of Science or Master of Arts, is 
being conferred after successful com plet ion of a 3-sem ester program m e of study. 
Finally, the University of Cyprus awards Ph.D., the doctoral degree – to students 
who successfully m eet  the requirem ents. 
 
Recognit ion of Degrees 
  
 I n January 2000 the Cyprus Council for the Recognit ion of Higher Educat ion 
Qualificat ions (KY.S.A.T.S)  started offering it s services by exam ining applicat ions 
for degree recognit ion.  The Council also offers writ ten inform at ion to em ployers 
and interested persons on the m at ter of recognit ion. I n the year of 2004, the 
educat ional evaluat ion – accreditat ion process has cont inued by SEKAP and 156 
program m es of study, offered by private Inst itut ions of Higher Educat ion, are 
current ly accredited. 
 
 

�
)LJXUH��� General populat ion of Higher Educat ion�
 
 
 

 
 
 

7(57,$5<�81,9(56,7<�$1'�121�
81,9(56,7<�� 3238/$7,21� ,1�� �����

 
Students 

 
Student /  
Teacher 

Rat io  (GXFDWLRQDO�,QVWLWXWLRQ�
 

Men 
 

Wom en 
 

Total  

�� 7(57,$5<�81,9(56,7<� �������� �������� �������� �����
  University of Cyprus 1,063   3,047   4,110   13.2    

� 7(57,$5<�121�81,9(56,7<� �������� ����������������� ��������

� 3XEOLF� �������� ������ �������� ��������
  Cyprus Police Academ y 477   116   593   15.6    

  School of Nursing 231   565   796   21.5    

  Higher Technical I nst itute 331   54   385   5.1    

  Higher Hotel I nst itute 85   92   177   5.5    

  Forest ry College 22   0   22   3.7    

  
Mediterranean Inst itute of 
Managem ent  52   45   97   6.5    

� 3ULYDWH� �������� ����������������� ��������
�� 727$/� ��������� ����������������� ��������
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(GXFDWLRQ�V\VWHPV�IRU�SHRSOH�ZLWK�6SHFLDO�1HHGV�
 
I n Cyprus the provision of educat ion to disabled children has t radit ionally taken 
place in special schools, where they are segregated from  their peers. I n 1979 this 
pract ice was m ade statutory by the Law for Special Educat ion, whose m ost  
im portant  provision was the educat ion of disabled children in segregated set t ings. 
The 1979 law rem ained in force unt il 1999, when a new law was passed giving 
the r ight  to all children to at tend their neighborhood school;  new legislat ion has 
been crit icized for cont inuing to speak only of ‘children with special needs’. 
 
During the past  decade, the governm ent  of Cyprus has encouraged and 
supported the educat ion of children considered as having special needs within the 
m ainst ream  educat ion system .  Furtherm ore, a ‘special’ teacher for the support  of 
these children has been placed in alm ost  all schools.  I n m ost  cases, special 
teachers are part - t im ers, covering two or three schools per week.   
 
 
Schools for Children with Special Needs:  

The departm ent  of prim ary educat ion has under it s supervision the schools for 
children with special needs. Current ly nine special schools are funct ioning for the 
service of 338 children with high individualized needs, such as blind and deaf 
students.  These children are educated by specialized teachers. At  the sam e t im e 
individualized help for 3 452 children within the m ainst ream  of prim ary schools is 
offered by specialist  teachers. 
 
At  the level of the gym nasium , educat ion for pupils with special needs has 
becom e a top-priorit y. Pupils with severe hearing or visual im pairm ent , m ental 
disabilit y, em ot ional disturbance or severe orthopedic im pairm ent  are in special 
ways prepared for integrat ion in the m ainst ream  school com m unity and later on 
for integrat ion in society. 
 
The recent  passage of a new Special Educat ion Law, (1999, 2001) , guarantees 
with the enforcem ent  of relevant  rules and adm inist rat ive regulat ions, the r ight  of 
pupils with disabilit ies to suitable public educat ion within m ainst ream  secondary 
school set t ing. At  the Minist ry of Educat ion and Culture, specialized Com m it tees 
have been set  up at  all three levels of educat ion, to observe the enforcem ent  of 
the recent  law.  At  the Lyceum  and the Gym nasium  levels, special com m it tees are 
current ly act ively seeking to ident ify issues facing special educat ion providers, so 
that  the lat ter group can develop solut ions to turn these issues into learning 
opportunit ies in classroom  pract ices.   
 
At  the Gym nasium  level, special classes are gradually being provided based on 
each pupil’s m edical, psychological, speech, hearing and educat ional history. 
At tem pts are also being m ade so that  each pupil’s inst ruct ional program m e is 
evaluated in consultat ion with his/ her parents. Based on the results of such 
evaluat ion, the pupil m ay at tend a regular classroom  with an it inerant  teacher or 
resource teacher in a resource or special room  in the school. All the pupils are 
ent it led to the individualized inst ruct ion they need. This m eans that  there are 
offered appropriate space ( resource room s)  m eans (m odern technology)  special 
t im efram e ( t im e to com plete a task)  and special evaluat ion/ assessm ent  
procedures. I n these ways it  is expected that  these system  wide init iat ives can 
have real im pact . 
�
�
�
�
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0HWKRGV�RI�WHDFKLQJ�
 
Mixed abilit y teaching is a clear and stated policy of the Minist ry of Educat ion and 
Culture. There is no rest r ict ion in this policy to Prim ary schools or to the early 
stages of Secondary schools and it  m ust  be assum ed that  it  applies through to 
the third year of Lyceum . Of course in Cyprus m ixed abilit y is adopted as policy 
throughout  the school stages. The argum ent  is m ade that  different iat ion is 
achieved at  the Lyceum  stage because pupils choose the opt ions in which they 
are m ost  able. 
  
According to the Unesco report  (1997, §2.15.2) , on one hand the policy has 
polit ical and social value because pupils are all taught  together and there is no 
social st igm a on those who are less able.  I t  is also argued that  m ixing pupils in 
the sam e class m eans that  there are no ‘bad’ classes filled with underachieving, 
unm ot ivated, ill-disciplined pupils. 
 
Research into m ixed abilit y teaching suggested that  results from  st ream ed and 
m ixed abilit y classes for individual pupils were at  least  sim ilar and that  the social 
value of m ixed abilit y therefore gave an advantage.   
 
The other side of the argum ent  (see Unesco report , 1997 §2.15.4/ 5/ 6)  points to 
the difficulty of undertaking m ixed abilit y teaching. I t  is not  sim ply a quest ion of 
placing pupils of widely varying abilit ies in the sam e class and then teaching them  
as if they were a hom ogenous group. There m ust  be appropriate teaching for all 
pupils. The curriculum  m ust  take into account  the wide range of abilit ies in term s 
of different iat ion, content  and pace. Also m ixed abilit y teaching requires teachers 
highly skilled in this m ethodology and this requires t raining at  both pre-service 
and in-service stages. Concluding it  seem s that  m ixed abilit y teaching is proving 
to be ext rem ely difficult  and it  is doubt ful if it  is actually being pract iced even in 
Prim ary schools, where it  is m ost  predom inant  in other educat ional system s. 
 
 
7KH�VWDWXV�RI�HGXFDWLRQDO�WHFKQRORJ\�LQ�SULPDU\�DQG�VHFRQGDU\�HGXFDWLRQ�
 
All European nat ions have established policies for incorporat ing ICT in educat ion.  
Their object ives have been set  in the categories of equipm ent , the acquisit ion and 
developm ent  of software, the skills of teachers and students, and the use of the 
Internet .  Cyprus has established object ives in all six areas for prim ary educat ion 
and upper secondary educat ion.  I n the prim ary level, the t rend am ong European 
educat ion system s is to integrate ICT as tools for learning.   
 
After a special evaluat ion report  of the Cyprus educat ion system  – conducted in 
1997 by the Internat ional I nst itute for Educat ion Planning (1997)  – a num ber of 
reform s were set  forth in an effort  to raise the qualit y of educat ion. Am ong these 
innovat ions was technology integrat ion into all levels of classroom  teaching. 
Efforts are current ly under way to integrate com puters and the Internet  in 
prim ary and secondary school levels. 
 
The departm ent  of prim ary educat ion has established a pilot  program m e to 
int roduce com puters and related technologies into the classroom . During the 
academ ic year 1993-1994, com puters were int roduced to som e prim ary schools 
as a pilot  project  ( I nform at ion Technology Group, 2000) . The m ain goal of the 
project  was to ident ify how com puters could be integrated into classroom  
teaching in ways that  they will im prove educat ion and learning for all students. I n 
the sum m er of 2000, an official decision was m ade to equip every classroom  of 
upper-prim ary with a com puter and a color printer.  A plan for lower grades is 
also under developm ent . 
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The full im plem entat ion of I nform at ion and Com m unicat ion Technology ( ICT)  has 
current ly gained top priorit y in secondary educat ion both at  the Gym nasia ( lower 
secondary schools)  and the Eniaia Lyceum  (upper secondary schools) . Relevant  
proposals have been developed and are direct ly run by the Minist ry of Educat ion 
and Culture within the fram e work of the St rategic Planning for Developm ent  in 
Cyprus (1999-2003)  and of the St rategic Planning Towards an Inform at ion 
Society in Cyprus. 
 
The following categories of ICT are included in the new proposals:  financing, 
acquisit ion, m anagem ent , m aintenance, design of special ICT syllabuses, and 
teacher t raining in the new m edia applicat ions and evaluat ion. The stated overall 
goals and object ives of the above interconnected categories, covering both long-
term  and short - term  educat ional planning, are:  
 
-  to harm onise the general educat ional policies of Cyprus to those of Europe 

since Cyprus is at  the pre-accession phase. 
-  to link ICT init iat ives to those of e-Europe and design suitable curricula. 
-  to develop the potent ial of turning Cyprus into a regional, and possibly into an 

internat ional, center for providing educat ional services including services in 
ICT and foreign language teaching/ learning. 

 
At  present , the challenge for the educat ional policy m akers is to link all the above 
interconnected goals and categories of ICT to the Nat ional Curriculum  in general, 
and to m icro-sequences of teaching and learning pedagogy at  the classroom  level 
in part icular. The Minist ry of Educat ion and Culture aim ing at  the effect ive 
im plem entat ion of ICT across the curriculum  both in respect  of their m astery and 
of their ut ilizat ion is support ing learner-developm ent , has worked out  policies:  
�
At  the level of subject  Curriculum   
 
Year 2002 is the first  year of the full im plem entat ion of a Nat ional Curriculum  for 
I nform at ion and Com m unicat ion Technology as a subject  m at ter in it s own right  
(com pulsory or opt ional) , at  all levels of the Public Educat ional System . 
 
At  the level of school syllabuses   
 
I nform at ion and Com m unicat ion Technology as a tool is planned to be integrated 
with other subject  areas including foreign language teaching.  Im plem entat ion at  
this level is expected to take the form  of the design of special ICT them at ic 
st ructures accom panied by appropriate changes of degrees of com plexity of the 
learning tasks.  For exam ple, e- lesson plans in various subject  areas could be 
developed based on this line of thought .  What  is needed is a visible fund of 
external expert  knowledge to be m ade available to local educat ional system s on 
regular basis in preparing such e- lesson plan packages for the subject  areas 
selected (e.g. foreign language learning) . 
 
At  the level of m acro-educat ional sequences� 
 
An interest ing proposal for Nat ional Cert ificat ion in the use of ICT has been put  
forward at  the Minist ry of Educat ion and Culture for the period of 2003-2006.  
This proposal includes several projects including the educat ion and t raining of all 
the teachers in new m edia applicat ions. 
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2QJRLQJ�UHIRUPV�
 
According to the Inform at ion Bullet in of the Minist ry of Educat ion and Culture 
(2005)  the Minister described the m ain object ives of the governm ent  in educat ion 
as follows:  
  

µD�PRGHUQ�HGXFDWLRQ�WKDW�ZRXOG�PRXOG�DQ�DQVZHU�WR�WKH�FKDOOHQJHV�RI�WKH�
�� (*) � � FHQWXU\� ZKLFK� VKRXOG�� DIWHU� UHFRUGLQJ� WKH� UHDO� QHHGV� RI� VRFLHW\���
SURSRVH� WKH� SDUWLFXODU� SUDFWLFDO� ZD\V� IRU� FUHDWLQJ� DFWLYH� FLWL]HQV� ZLWK�
GHPRFUDWLF�LGHDV��VRFLDO�VHQVLWLYLWLHV�DQG�ORYH�IRU�WKHLU�KRPHODQG¶�

 
I n order to achieve the above object ives, the Minister referred to certain 
innovat ions that  have been im plem ented and som e other that  are in the stage of 
im plem entat ion. These are:   
 

��� ,QLWLDWLQJ�D�SXEOLF�GLDORJXH�IRU�(GXFDWLRQDO�5HIRUP��
 
One of the m ost  im portant  act ions of the governm ent  was the nom inat ion of a 
Com m it tee of Experts in Septem ber 2003, for the preparat ion and subm ission of 
a report  with proposals for the reform at ion and the m odernizat ion of the Cypriot  
Educat ional System . The com m it tee com pleted it s work and subm it ted it s Report  
with proposals on 31 August  2004. The Report  was com m unicated to all the 
educat ional and social inst itut ions. On 30 January 2005 the governm ent  
inaugurated the dialogue for educat ional reform , on the basis of an explicit  
m echanism  and fram ework. The Council of Educat ion and the Councils of Prim ary, 
Secondary and Higher Educat ion have already discussed the m at ter and produced 
concrete results.  
 

��� 'HDOLQJ�ZLWK�VFKRRO�IDLOXUH��
 
The issue of school failure has been dealt  with through the int roduct ion of Areas 
of Educat ional Priorit y in three networks of schools. The program  covers all 
educat ional levels as it  provides m easures for st rengthening the school units in a 
way that  it  includes the children from  kindergarten unt il Lyceum .  Schools 
selected are located in downgraded areas that  are often also characterized by 
m ult icultural part icularit ies.  
 

��� 5HDUUDQJHPHQW� RI� WKH� GD\�ORQJ� 3ULPDU\� 6FKRRO�� DQG� H[WHQVLRQ� RI�
WKH�PHDVXUH�WR�SUH�SULPDU\�DQG�VHFRQGDU\�VFKRROV���

�
4. $GPLQLVWUDWLYH� UHVWUXFWXULQJ� � RI� WKH� 0LQLVWU\� RI� (GXFDWLRQ� DQG�

&XOWXUH� 
 
I n Septem ber 2003 the im plem entat ion of a rest ructuring plan in the Minist ry 
began which aim s at  an adm inist rat ive st ructure that  will ensure the adopt ion and 
applicat ion of decisions on the total spect rum  of educat ion, both horizontally and 
vert ically, and will elim inate the com plete separat ion of the three levels of 
educat ion.  
 

��� 3UHSDUDWLRQ�RI�D�1HZ�(YDOXDWLRQ�6FKHPH�RI�(GXFDWLRQDO�:RUN�DQG�
(GXFDWRUV��

 
A team  of experts is in the process of developing a new evaluat ion schem e of 
educat ional work and educators.  
 

�
�
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��� &KDQJLQJ�WKH�ODQGVFDSH�LQ�7HUWLDU\�(GXFDWLRQ��
 

�� Financial support  is provided to the University of Cyprus for the 
int roduct ion and operat ion of new Schools and Departm ents.  

�� Prom ot ing the enactm ent  of legislat ion for the operat ion of a Technological 
University in 2007. 

�� Support ing the foundat ion and operat ion of an Open University.  
�� The preparat ion of a new system  of adm it t ing students in higher and 

tert iary inst itut ions  
 

��� (VWDEOLVKPHQW�RI�D�FHQWUH�RI�(GXFDWLRQDO�5HVHDUFK�DQG�(YDOXDWLRQ��
 

��� )LJKWLQJ�3DUDOOHO�HGXFDWLRQ��
 
Within the fram ework of the dialogue for the educat ional reform , the teaching 
m aterial has been reduced by 20% , the exam inat ion tests have been rest ructured 
and illegal tuit ion centers are prosecuted.   
�

��� 7UDLQLQJ�RI�WHDFKHUV��
 
The m ult ifaceted program s of t raining teachers offered through the Pedagogical 
I nst itute have been extended.  Em phasis is given on the t raining of teachers on 
the inform at ion technology and in their pre-service preparat ion. 
 
According to the Minister of Educat ion and Culture, the governm ent ’s object ive is 
to m aterialize the above priorit ies the soonest  possible.  
 
 
 


