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�
��� �'HVFULSWLRQ�RI�HGXFDWLRQ�V\VWHP�
�

$PSOLDFLyQ�HQ�
3') 

 
�

���� (GXFDWLRQ�SRSXODWLRQ�
�
The total populat ion registered in Spain by 31 Decem ber 2004 was 42,935,001, according to 
data from  the Nat ional I nst itute of Stat ist ics. The 50.84%  being fem ale populat ion. 
  



The num ber of people under 24 years of age am ount  to 11,509,228 (26.81%  of the 
populat ion) , of which 48.70%  are fem ales. 
 
According to data from  the Minist ry of Educat ion and Science, there are 8,430,939 pupils in the 
2004/ 05 academ ic year including all educat ional levels.  
 
Their dist r ibut ion am ong the different  levels is provided as follow:  
 

9�3UH�SULPDU\���������
9�3ULPDU\����������
9�&RPSXOVRU\�6HFRQGDU\����������
9�6SHFLDO�������
9�9RFDWLRQDO�7UDLQLQJ���������
9�%DFFDODXUHDWH���������
9�8QLYHUVLW\���������
9�$OO�OHYHOV���������

�
�
���� /DQJXDJH�RI�LQVWUXFWLRQ�

�
I n Accordance with the Spanish Const itut ion, &DVWHOODQR�is the official language of Spain. 
Therefore, all Spanish cit izens m ust  know the language and have the r ight  to use it . Together 
with &DVWHOODQR,  there are other official languages in their corresponding Autonom ous 
Com m unit ies. 
 
 These co-official languages are &DWDOiQ��*DOOHJR��9DOHQFLDQR�and (XVNHUD.  I n those 
Com m unit ies where there is a co-official language, both this and &DVWHOODQR�are considered 
com pulsory teaching languages in all non-university educat ional levels. 
 
The use of the Autonom ous Com m unity language as a teaching language varies in the different  
Com m unit ies, depending on how widespread that  language is and on the linguist ic policies 
each Com m unity is im plem ent ing. 
�

���� 3ODQQLQJ�IXQFWLRQV�DQG�H[WHQW�RI�SXEOLF�VHFWRU�IXQGHG�HGXFDWLRQ�
 
I n the 2004/ 05 academ ic year, the 71.6%  of the overall num ber of pupils enrolled in all 
educat ional levels is in public educat ion. This percentage varies slight ly within the different  
levels. 
�
The cent ral governm ent  retains responsibilit y for the general regulat ion of the system , but  
since 1978, m ost  responsibilit ies have been devolved to the 17 regional governm ents 
(Autonom ous Com m unit ies) . Society’s part icipat ion in educat ion is essent ial to the Spanish 
educat ion system . School Councils, both on the state and regional and on the local and 
individual school levels, are created to encourage the part icipat ion and consult ing of the social 
groups involved in non-university educat ion. 
 
The State School Council is the nat ional body for social part icipat ion in the general planning of 
educat ion and for advice regarding bills or regulat ions proposed or announced by the 
governm ent . Each publicly financed establishm ent  has a school council, which is the 
part icipatory body for the cont rol and m anagem ent  of the establishm ent  of the different  
sectors who const itute the educat ional com m unity.  
 
I t  com prises then m anagem ent  team , representat ives from  the teachers, pupils, parents, 
adm inist rat ive and service personnel and, in the case of private establishm ents financed with 
public funds, representat ives from  the ownership of the establishm ent . The school council has, 
am ong others, the following funct ions:  deciding upon pupil adm ission, approving the budget  of 
the establishm ent , analysing it s funct ioning, and being inform ed about   the proposal to the 
educat ion authorit ies of the appointm ent  or dism issal of the m anagem ent  team  m em bers. 



 
The University Coordinat ion Council is the nat ion-wide advisory and part icipatory body for the 
State level in higher educat ion, furtherm ore, each university has it s own Social Council, in 
addit ion to other com plem entary channels for part icipat ion. 
 
The educat ion Senior I nspect ion service m onitors the st ructure and organizat ion of educat ion 
and a technical inspect ion service operates in each of the Autonom ous Com m unit ies, and 
guarantees com pliance with the rules laid down by the State, as well as with legislat ion in 
general, ensuring the fulfilm ent  of the basic condit ions for guaranteeing equity for all Spanish 
cit izens in the exercise of their educat ional r ights and dut ies. Each Autonom ous Com m unity is 
responsible for the organizat ion and funct ioning of it s own technical inspect ion service, for all 
the establishm ents, services, program m es, and act ivit ies for both public and private 
establishm ents. 

�
���� 3UH�SULPDU\�HGXFDWLRQ�

�
Pre-prim ary educat ion const itutes the first  level of the educat ion system . I t  covers age 0-6 
years and it  is  st ructured into two cycles of three years each. Despite being a non-com pulsory 
level, it  has an educat ional nature and it  is free of charge during the second cycle, 3 to 6 years 
of age, both in public and private establishm ents financed with public funds. 
 

���� &RPSXOVRU\�IXOO�WLPH�HGXFDWLRQ�
�

������ 3KDVHV�
�
Prim ary educat ion 6-12 years of age 
Lower secondary educat ion 12-16 years of age 
Educat ion is com pulsory from  the age of 6 to 16, and is divided into two educat ional levels;  
prim ary educat ion, m ade up of three stages, each last ing two years, and lower secondary 
educat ion, m ade up of four school years. 
�

������ $GPLVVLRQ�FULWHULD�
�

To enter prim ary educat ion, children m ust  be 6 years old. Certain adm ission criteria ( fam ily 
incom e, catchm ent  area, and siblings at  school)  apply when a school is over-subscribed. 
Students t ransfer  autom at ically from  prim ary to lower secondary level. Com pulsory educat ion 
is free of charge both in public and private establishm ents financed with public funds. 
�

������ /HQJKW�RI�WKH�VFKRRO�GD\�ZHHN�\HDU�
�
The school calendar is established by each Autonom ous Com m unity, although certain m inim um  
standards, which guarantee the hom ogeneity of the cent res, m ust  be observed. The school 
year com prises 180 days at  prim ary level and 175 days at  secondary level, between m id-
Septem ber and late June. Schools open five days a week with an average of 25 lessons at  
prim ary level and 30 lessons at  secondary level per week. A lesson lasts 55 m inutes at  prim ary 
level and 60 at  secondary. The m inim um  num ber of annual teaching 
hours is 810 at  prim ary level and 906 at  lower secondary level. 
�

������ &ODVV�VL]H���VWXGHQW�JURXSLQJ��DYHUDJH��
�
The m axim um  class size is 25 at  prim ary level and 30 at  secondary level. Students are 
grouped according to age. Mixed age groups exist  in som e rural areas where classes are very 
sm all. Prim ary classes have one teacher for all subjects, except  for Music, Physical Educat ion 
and Foreign Languages;  secondary students have separate subject  teachers. 
 
�

������ &XUULFXODU�FRQWURO�DQG�FRQWHQW�
�



As far as the curricular autonom y area is concerned, three levels of curricular form ulat ion have 
been established. Using the core curricula that  the cent ral Governm ent  establishes for the 
ent ire State as a start ing point , each Autonom ous Com m unity draws up it s own official 
curriculum  ( first  level of curricular form ulat ion) . The educat ional establishm ent  then adapts 
and expands upon this basic curriculum  in what  is known as the second level of curricular 
form ulat ion. The third form ulat ion level corresponds to classroom  program m ing, which is 
const ituted by a series of teaching units drawn up by the teacher for each concrete group of 
pupils. 
 
Com pulsory studies at  prim ary level include Natural, Social and Cultural Environm ent , Art ist ic 
Educat ion, Physical Educat ion, Spanish Language and Literature, the Co-official Language and 
Literature of the corresponding Autonom ous Com m unity ( if any) , Foreign Languages and 
Mathem at ics. The subject  of  Catholic Religion is com pulsorily offered by the educat ional 
establishm ents but  is voluntary for the pupils. 
 
The lower secondary core curriculum  covers Spanish Language and Literature, the Co-official 
Language and Literature of the respect ive Autonom ous Com m unity, Foreign Languages, 
Mathem at ics, Physical Educat ion, Natural Sciences, Plast ic and Visual Educat ion, Social 
Studies, Geography and History, Technology and Music. The subject  of Catholic Religion is 
com pulsorily offered by the establishm ents but  is voluntary for the 
pupils. 
 
I n prim ary educat ion, m ethodology is global and interdisciplinary, directed at  the integrat ion of 
the different  experiences and knowledge of pupils and adapted to their personal 
characterist ics. I n lower secondary educat ion, m ethodology m ust  also be adapted to each 
pupil’s needs and foster their abilit y to learn on their own as well as to work in team . 
 
The governm ent  passed in Decem ber 2000 the Royal Decree 3473/ 2000, which establishes 
that  the contents of lower secondary educat ion (ESO)  are to be sequenced by year and no 
dist inct ion is m ade between concepts, procedures and at t itudes, whereas the evaluat ion 
criteria are also established separately for the first  cycle and for each year of the second one. 
 
As regards the annual load, the areas of Mathem at ics and Spanish Language and Literature are 
increased in 35 hours each while the annual load for Plast ic and Visual Educat ion and Music is 
reduced in 35 hours. The m odificat ions concerning the annual load had been im plem ented in 
school year 2001/ 02 while the other m odificat ions were im plem ented in 2002/ 03 for the 1st  
and 3rd years, and have com e into force in 2003/ 04 for the 2nd and 4th years of lower 
secondary educat ion. 
�

������ $VVHVVPHQW��SURJUHVVLRQ�DQG�TXDOLILFDWLRQV�
�
There is no nat ional or regional system  of test ing. The m inim um  core curriculum  includes basic 
guidelines for assessm ent , which is an integral part  of the curriculum . 
In prim ary educat ion, the assessm ent  m ust  be cont inuous and consider pupil’s progress in the 
different  areas. The form  teacher is responsible for decisions on prom ot ion. Prom ot ion between 
prim ary educat ion cycles depends on students m eet ing curricular object ives, although students 
can repeat  a year if necessary. 
 
Those pupils reaching to the next  cycle with a negat ive assessm ent  in one or several subjects 
will receive the suitable back-up or support  act ivit ies in order to catch up. Special at tent ion is 
to be paid at  prim ary educat ion to the carrying out  of early diagnost ics and the establishm ent  
of reinforcem ent  procedures so as to avoid school failure at  an early age. 
 
I n lower secondary educat ion, the assessm ent  is cont inuous but  different  depending on the 
subject . Pupils m ay take an ext raordinary exam  of the subjects they have not  passed at  the 
end of the year, at  the dates fixed by the Autonom ous Com m unit ies. Upon com plet ion of each 
of the courses of the stage, the evaluat ion team  decides on the prom ot ion of pupils to the 
following year considering their m aturit y and possibilit ies of 



recovery and progress during the following years. Pupils who st ill have m ore than two subjects 
after the ext raordinary exam  will have to stay one m ore year in the sam e course. 
  
Each course can only be repeated once. After repeat ing, if pupils do not  m eet  the requirem ents 
in order to go into the following year, the evaluat ion team , with the advice of the counselling 
team  and the parents’ consent , will decide on their prom ot ion to the following year on the 
condit ions established by the educat ion authorit ies according to pupils’ educat ional needs. 
 
On com plet ion of com pulsory schooling, students receive the *UDGXDGR�HQ�(GXFDFLyQ�
6HFXQGDULD�2EOLJDWRULD�cert ificate (cert ificate of Com pulsory Secondary Educat ion) . I n order to 
obtain this cert ificate, students m ust  pass all the subjects of the stage or, under except ional 
circum stances, without  m eet ing this requirem ent  in accordance with the condit ions established 
by the educat ion authorit ies. The cert ificate of Com pulsory Secondary Educat ion grants access 
to Baccalaureate or interm ediate level Specific Vocat ional Training. 
�

�
���� 8SSHU�VHFRQGDU\�DQG�SRVW�VHFRQGDU\�HGXFDWLRQ�
�

������ 7\SHV�RI�HGXFDWLRQ�
�

%DFFDODXUHDWH��Age 16-18 
Interm ediate Level Specific Vocat ional Training Age 16-18 
 
These two types of post -com pulsory educat ion m ay be provided separately or in the sam e 
establishm ent , which, in turn, are the sam e establishm ents providing com pulsory educat ion. 
%DFFDODXUHDWH�has a two-year durat ion and interm ediate level Specific Vocat ional Training has 
a varying durat ion (norm ally one year and a half)  according to the characterist ics of the 
professional profile. 
�

������ $GPLVVLRQ�FULWHULD�
�

Students m ust  hold a cert ificate of Com pulsory Secondary Educat ion to access either of the 
two types of educat ion m ent ioned above. There are no tuit ion fees in publicly funded 
establishm ents but  parents m ay be required to pay for m aterials, t ransport  or m eals, 
depending on their level of incom e. 
�

������ &XUULFXODU�FRQWURO�DQG�FRQWHQW�
The Baccalaureate m inim um  core curriculum  is determ ined at  nat ional level, but  the 
Autonom ous Com m unit ies educat ional authorit ies and the schools develop and adapt  the 
curriculum  to their own context . 
 
There are four m odalit ies of Baccalaureate:  Arts;  Natural Science and Health;  Hum anit ies and 
Social Sciences;  and Technology. 
 
I n Decem ber 2000, the governm ent  passed the Royal Decree 3474/ 2000, which int roduces 
m odificat ions concerning the st ructure, m inim um  core curriculum  and teaching load of upper 
secondary educat ion. I t  establishes the com m on subjects for each year. This Royal Decree was 
im plem ented in the year 2002/ 03 in the case of the 1st  year and in the year 2003/ 04 for the 
2nd year of upper secondary educat ion. 
 
The governm ent  passed the Organic Act  on Vocat ional Training and Professional Qualificat ions 
in the year 2002, which sets up the Nat ional System  on Qualificat ions and Vocat ional Training 
and provides a reform  of these types of t raining with the goal of ordering into one single 
system  the present  subsystem s of vocat ional t raining. The ‘&DWiORJR�1DFLRQDO�GH�
&XDOLILFDFLRQHV�3URIHVLRQDOHV¶�(Nat ional Catalogue on Professional 
Qualificat ions)  becom es the inst itut ional head of the system . I ts aim  is to facilitate integrat ion 
and adequacy between Vocat ional Training and the labour m arket , as well as lifelong learning, 
workers’ m obilit y and labour m arket  unity. 



�
������ $VVHVVPHQW��SURJUHVVLRQ�DQG�TXDOLILFDWLRQV�

 
Baccalaureate students are subject  to cont inuous assessm ent  throughout  the course, but  
different  depending on the subject . Pupils who fail som e subject  at  the end of the year can 
take an ext raordinary exam . Prom ot ion and stay regulat ions set  the m axim um  stay in this 
stage at  four years. Those who fail m ore than two subjects in the first  year, or m ore than three 
subjects in the second year, m ust  repeat  the year, whereas students who fail less than three 
subjects will only have to take those three. Successful students 
receive the %DFKLOOHU�cert ificate. Cont inuous assessm ent  also applies to the vocat ional course 
and successful students receive the 7pFQLFR�cert ificate in the area of specialisat ion concerned. 

�
��� (GXFDWLRQ�V\VWHPV�IRU�SHRSOH�LQ�VSHFLDO�QHHGV�
�

Legislat ion establishes a new fram ework for the at tent ion of pupils with specific educat ional 
needs:  those who require educat ional com pensat ion due to socio-econom ic and socio-cultural 
reasons, foreign pupils, highly gifted pupils and pupils with special educat ional needs. 
 
Pupils with special educat ional needs are those that  need specific support  and educat ional 
at tent ion due to either physical, psychic or sensory disabilit ies, or severe behavioural 
problem s. The general tendency is to integrate these pupils into m ainst ream  schooling. Special 
schools or units st ill exist  for those whose needs cannot  be m et  in m ainst ream  educat ion. 
�

��� 0HWKRGV�RI�WHDFKLQJ�
�
Pre-prim ary and prim ary teachers m ust  have a 0DHVWUR�teaching diplom a. Secondary school 
teachers m ust  have a /LFHQFLDGR,  or architecture or engineering degree, plus a pedagogical 
specialisat ion course. Prim ary school teachers are t rained to teach all subjects except  m usic, 
physical educat ion and foreign languages, for which specialist  teachers are em ployed. Prim ary 
teachers are generalists and secondary teachers are specialists in one subject . 
 
University professors m ust  hold a doctorate;  those professors teaching in colleges where the 
first  cycle of University studies are taught , ( three-year degrees) , are not  required to have it , 
although they m ust  have a /LFHQFLDGR,  Architecture or Engineering degree. The /28�regulated 
several university teaching aspects, am ong which, the following should be m ent ioned:  the 
establishm ent  of a new recruitm ent  system  for the teaching staff which guarantees the 
principles of equalit y, m erit  and capacity;  the establishm ent  of a legal fram ework for the 
teaching staff;  and the prom ot ion of professors’ and researchers’ m obilit y within the Spanish 
and the internat ional system . In public establishm ents both professors and teachers are 
usually civil servants. 
�

��� 7KH�XVH�RI�,&7�LQ�WKH�HGXFDWLRQDO�V\VWHP�
�
��� 2QJRLQJ�UHIRUPV�

�
The 2UJDQLF�$FW�RQ�WKH�4XDOLW\�RI�(GXFDWLRQ�(LOCE)  was passed on Decem ber 23rd, 2002. 
The Royal Decree 827/ 2003, June 27th, established the im plem entat ion calendar of the new 
regulat ion of the educat ion system  and fixed the tem porary calendar covering from  the 
m easures that  have already been im plem ented during the 2003/ 04 academ ic year up to those 
that  should be im plem ented in the 2007/ 08 academ ic year. 
 
The governm ent  changed in Spain after the General Elect ions on March 2004. The new 
Governm ent  through the Royal Decree 1318/ 2004, May 28th, part ially readjusted the 
im plem entat ion calendar of the regulat ion of the educat ion system  proposed by the LOCE. 
Postponing two years the im plem entat ion of m ost  of the educat ional m easures established by 
the LOCE, except ing for two aspects:  gratuity of prim ary educat ion from  3 to 6 years of age 
and foreign language educat ion. Furtherm ore, it  m aintains the m easures 



that  have already com e into force during the 2003/ 04 academ ic year which refer to the 
evaluat ion and prom ot ion criteria for Com pulsory Secondary Educat ion. 
 
Hence, the present  situat ion of the non-university educat ion system  is as follows:  the following 
educat ion laws regulat ing it , coexist :  LODE-1985, LOGSE-1990, LOCFP-2002 and LOCE-2002, 
however, due to the postponem ent  of the com ing into force of som e sect ions of this last  law, 
the situat ion of the educat ion system  in the 2004/ 05 academ ic year is the sam e as in the 
previous academ ic year. Aim ing at  facilitat ing the debate about  the new educat ional reform  
prom oted by the new Governm ent , the Minist ry of Educat ion and Science developed, in 
Septem ber 2004, a docum ent  with proposals organized in seven sect ions:  general reflect ions 
on the qualit y of educat ion and equalit y of opportunit ies;  proposals to st rengthen pre-prim ary 
and prim ary educat ion stages;  ideas on com pulsory secondary educat ion with m easures and 
ways of im proving at tent ion to diversity;  proposal for an earlier int roduct ion to foreign 
language learning and on the inform at ion and 
com m unicat ion technologies;  analysis of the dem ands created by educat ion in values and 
cit izenship t raining, the study of the new dem ands rest ing upon teachers;  and finally, issues 
regarding the part icipat ion and joint  responsibilit y of the educat ion com m unity in the task of 
educat ing. 
 
A debat ing process and social reflect ion on it  have been carried out  from  the presentat ion of 
the aforem ent ioned docum ent  unt il Decem ber 2004. After collect ing the cont r ibut ions raised 
on the debate from  the different  educat ional and social authorit ies, the Minister of Educat ion 
presented the Bill of the Organic Act  of Educat ion on March 30th 2005. 
The Bill started from  the necessity of facing a “ legislat ive sim plificat ion and clarificat ion”  given 
the proliferat ion of legislat ions on educat ion produced in the last  years. Hence, the new act  
would repeal the previous ones LOGSE-1990, LOPEG-1995 and LOCE-2002, recast ing their 
texts and their subsequent  m odificat ions in only one Act , besides producing certain 
m odificat ions on the LODE-1985. 
 
The Prelim inary Sect ion of the Bill begins with a chapter devoted to the principles and aim s of 
educat ion as core elem ents art iculat ing the educat ion system . The IXQGDPHQWDO�SULQFLSOH�is 
TXDOLW\�HGXFDWLRQ�for all pupils, in condit ions of equity and guaranteeing equal opportunit ies. 
The SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�RI�DOO�WKH�HGXFDWLRQDO�FRPPXQLW\�is considered very im portant  to achieve this 
qualit y. Another relevant  principle is the WUDQVPLVVLRQ�
RI�YDOXHV.  Am ong the DLPV�RI�HGXFDWLRQ�stand out  the following:  the full developm ent  of the 
personalit y and the em ot ional capacit ies of the pupils, the educat ion on the respect  of the 
fundam ental r ights and libert ies and the equalit y between m en and wom en, the educat ion on 
the exercise of tolerance and freedom  within the dem ocrat ic principles of coexistence and the 
educat ion on the prevent ion of conflicts and on their pacific 
resolut ion. Educat ion is conceived as SHUPDQHQW�OHDUQLQJ�in the Bill,  and a specific chapter is 
devoted to it  in it s Prelim inary Sect ion. I t  devotes, as well, a chapter to the definit ion and 
organizat ion of the FXUULFXOXP�giving in it  special im portance to the inclusion of the NH\�
FRPSHWHQFLHV�am ong the com ponents of the 
curriculum . 
 
One of the novelt ies of the Bill is the int roduct ion of a new subject  called &LWL]HQVKLS�RU�&LYLF�
(GXFDWLRQ,  that  will be taught  in som e courses of prim ary educat ion, com pulsory secondary 
and baccalaureate. Last ly, the Prelim inary Sect ion deals with WHUULWRULDO�FRRSHUDWLRQ�DQG�
DPRQJ�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQV,  aim ing at , on the one hand, achieving higher efficacy of the 
resources allocated for educat ion, and, on the other hand, of reaching the established general 
object ives. 
 
7KH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�RI�HGXFDWLRQ��LWV�OHYHOV�DQG�VWDJHV�is established in Sect ion I . According 
to the Bill,  the basic st ructure of the educat ion system  would not  change, although there would 
be som e m odificat ions. 
Conceived as a single stage, SUH�SULPDU\�HGXFDWLRQ�would be organized in two cycles, both 
of them  with an educat ional purpose forcing the establishm ents to have a specific pedagogical 
proposal from  the first  cycle. 



 
I n the second cycle an early contact  with foreign languages and the inform at ion and 
com m unicat ion technologies will be fostered, besides encouraging an approxim at ion to 
reading-writ ing and the int roduct ion to num eracy. Prim ary and com pulsory secondary 
educat ion have a com pulsory nature. 3ULPDU\�(GXFDWLRQ�st rongly em phasizes the at tent ion 
to pupils’ diversity and the prevent ion of learning difficult ies proceeding as 
soon as they are detected. One of the novelt ies of the Bill would be the carrying out  of a 
diagnosis evaluat ion of the key com petencies reached by pupils at  the end of the second cycle 
of this stage (10 years of age) . I t  would have an exclusively form at ive and guiding nature. 
&RPSXOVRU\�6HFRQGDU\�(GXFDWLRQ�has to com bine the beginning of a com m on educat ion 
with the at tent ion to pupils’ diversity, allowing the educat ional establishm ents to adopt  the 
organizat ional and curricular m easures m ost  adequate to the pupil’s 
characterist ics, in a flexible way, in use of their pedagogic autonom y. Hence, it  is proposed a 
m ore com m on curriculum  in the first  three courses, with program m es to reinforce the key 
skills of pupils who need so, and a fourth year of a guiding nature with a flexible organizat ion 
of the com m on subjects and with three opt ional ones.  
 
There will be a diagnosis evaluat ion in this level as well, in this case, at  the end of the second 
year of com pulsory secondary educat ion (14 years of age) . 3URJUDPPHV�RI�FXUULFXODU�
GLYHUVLILFDWLRQ�are included from  the third year of this stage to pay at tent ion to pupils with 
special learning difficult ies. Moreover, ,QLWLDO�9RFDWLRQDO�4XDOLILFDWLRQ�3URJUDPPHV�are 
established for young people over 16 and under 21 who m ay have not  obtained the cert ificate 
of Com pulsory Secondary Educat ion. These program m es are aim ed at  avoiding early school 
drop out , opening expectat ions of subsequent  form at ion and qualificat ion, and facilitat ing 
access to working life;  they m ay be except ionally accessible for pupils over 15 who are not  in 
condit ion of successfully finishing the stage. 
 
The %DFFDODXUHDWH�st ill consists of two years but  it  will be developed in three different  
m odalit ies (Arts, Science-Technology and Hum anit ies-Social Sciences) . Students with posit ive 
evaluat ion in all subjects will obtain the Baccalaureate cert ificate. After obtaining the 
cert ificate, pupils m ay start  working, enrol in Advanced Vocat ional Training or enrol in superior 
studies. To enter university passing a single authorised test  taken by al pupils who have the 
Baccalaureate cert ificate will be a m ust . 
 
The proposal int roduces m ore flexibilit y to access 9RFDWLRQDO�7UDLQLQJ�and suggests set t ing 
up different  connect ions between general educat ion and vocat ional t raining. 
$UWLVWLF�HGXFDWLRQ,  whose organizat ion had not  been revised since 1990, deserves special 
m ent ioning in the Bill.  The proposal would m ean the regulat ion, on the one hand, of 
Professional Art ist ic Educat ion that  groups Music and Dance educat ion in the elem entary and 
interm ediate levels, as well as Design and Plast ic Art  Studies in interm ediate and advanced 
levels. On the other hand, it  would establish the so-called Higher Art ist ic Educat ion, that  
groups advanced levels of Music and Dance, Dram at ic Art  Educat ion, the Studies for 
Conservat ion and Restorat ion of Art ist ic Objects and Advanced Studies of Plast ic Art  and 
Design. 
 
The Bill also regulates ODQJXDJH�HGXFDWLRQ,  st ipulat ing that  it  will be organised by the official 
schools of languages, adjust ing it  to the levels of language learning established by the 
European Union. 
 
Last ly, Sect ion I  pays especial at tent ion to DGXOW�HGXFDWLRQ�aim ing at  having the possibilit y of 
acquir ing, updat ing, com plet ing or widening the knowledge and apt itudes of all cit izens for 
their personal and professional developm ent , in accordance with the principle of Perm anent  
Educat ion. 
 
I n order to guarantee equity, Sect ion I I  deals with the groups of SXSLOV�ZKR�UHTXLUH�DQ�
HGXFDWLRQDO�SURYLVLRQ�GLIIHUHQW�IURP�WKH�PDLQVWUHDP,  establishing the object ive of 
reaching their full inclusion and integrat ion. Specific t reatm ent  is needed not  only by disabled 



pupils but  also by those with high intellectual capacit ies and those who have joined the 
Spanish educat ion system  lately. 
 
The Bill also deals with LQHTXLW\�FRPSHQVDWLRQ�through specific program m es developed in 
educat ional establishm ents or in geographical areas where a com pensatory educat ional 
intervent ion is necessary. I t  is proposed that  schooling program m ing in public and private 
establishm ents should guarantee an adequate and balanced dist r ibut ion am ong the schools of 
the pupils in need of educat ional support . 
 
Sect ion I I I  of the Bill deals with the im portance WHDFKHUV�should acquire. Priorit y at tent ion is 
given to their init ial and in-service t raining, whose reform  will be done within the context  of 
the new European space for higher educat ion aim ing at  answering the needs and new 
dem ands of the educat ion system . Init ial t raining should include, besides the appropriate 
scient ific educat ion, pedagogic t raining that  will be rounded off by the tutorial and counselling 
of the new teachers by their m ore experienced colleagues.  
 
Moreover, the Sect ion considers the im provem ent  of the condit ions in which teachers work, as 
well as the acknowledgem ent , support  and social appraisal of teaching. 
Sect ion IV is about  the HGXFDWLRQDO�HVWDEOLVKPHQWV,  their t ypology, and their legal system ;  
as well as, it  is about  the program m ing of the establishm ents’ network considering educat ion a 
public and social service. I n this sense, the m ain lines that  have proved efficient  since the 
1985 Organic Act  on the Right  to Educat ion 
are m aintained, m odifying others upon which the educat ional com m unity had been pledging to 
im prove. 
 
The Bill understands SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�as a basic value for the educat ion of autonom ous, free, 
responsible and com m it ted cit izens, hence, educat ional authorit ies will guarantee the 
part icipat ion of the educat ional com m unity in the organizat ion, governing, funct ioning and 
evaluat ion of the educat ional establishm ents, as it  is stated in Sect ion V. Special at tent ion is 
given to the autonom y of the educat ional establishm ents, regarding both pedagogical issues, 
through the elaborat ion of their educat ional projects, and the econom ic 
m anagem ent  of the resources and the drawing out  of their organizat ional and funct ioning 
regulat ions. The Bill gives m ore prom inence to the collegiate bodies for the cont rol and ruling 
of the establishm ents, which are the school council, teachers’ assem bly and the teaching 
coordinat ion bodies, dealing with the com petencies of the direct ion of public educat ional 
establishm ents, the select ion procedure of the head teachers and the 
acknowledgem ent  of the PDQDJHPHQW�IXQFWLRQ.  
 
Sect ion VI  is devoted to the HYDOXDWLRQ�RI�WKH�HGXFDWLRQ�V\VWHP.  I t  is considered a 
fundam ental elem ent  for the im provem ent  of the educat ion and the increase in the 
t ransparency of the educat ion system . The general evaluat ion of the educat ion system  is 
assum ed by the Inst itute for Evaluat ion, that  will work in cooperat ion with the corresponding 
bodies established by the Autonom ous Com m unit ies. A yearly report  
should be given to the Parliam ent  in order to account  for the funct ioning of the educat ion 
system . 
 
I n Sect ion VI I  HGXFDWLRQDO�LQVSHFWLRQ�is ent rusted to support  the elaborat ion of the 
educat ional projects and the self-evaluat ion of the educat ional establishm ents as a key aspect  
to im prove the educat ion system . 
 
Senior I nspect ion Service is ent rusted to the State. This chapter gathers the funct ions of the 
educat ional inspect ion, it s organizat ion and the powers of the inspectors. 
Addit ional regulat ions refer to the im plem entat ion FDOHQGDU�of the Act , the HFRQRPLFDO�
UHVRXUFHV�necessary to im plem ent  it , the area of UHOLJLRQ,  the WH[W�ERRNV�and the 
FXUULFXODU�PDWHULDOV.  Many of the addit ional regulat ions have to do with WHDFKLQJ�VWDII,  
establishing the basis of the regulatory schem e of the funct ions of public teaching, the dut ies 
of the corps of university professors and of the rest  of teaching corps, 



the adm ission requirem ents for the different  corps, the teaching career, the carrying out  of 
inspect ion dut ies, as well as teacher’s init ial and pedagogic t raining. Regarding SXSLO�
DGPLVVLRQ,  it  sets the t r ibutary inform at ion necessary to prove the econom ic condit ions of the 
fam ilies, and it  sets the UHTXLUHPHQWV�WKDW�SULYDWH�HVWDEOLVKPHQWV�teaching in 
baccalaureate the m odalit ies of natural and health sciences and technology have to m eet . 
Other addit ional regulat ions refer to FRRSHUDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�PXQLFLSDOLWLHV�and the 
educat ional authorit ies and to the possible cooperat ion agreem ents between the form er and 
the local Corporat ions. 
 
Finally, the DJUHHPHQWV�LQ�WKH�VHFRQG�F\FOH�RI�SUH�SULPDU\�HGXFDWLRQ�and the 
DJUHHPHQWV�ZLWK�RWKHU�6WDWHV�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�(XURSHDQ�8QLRQ�are fixed so that  certain 
public educat ional establishm ents m ay provide an integrated curriculum  allowing a double 
degree. 
 
7HPSRUDU\�SURYLVLRQV�deal with teacher’s DQWLFLSDWHG�YROXQWDU\�UHWLUHPHQW,  FLYLO�
VHUYDQW�WHDFKHUV¶�PRELOLW\,  the GXUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�WHUP�RI�RIILFH�RI�WKH�UXOLQJ�ERGLHV�and 
the PDQDJHPHQW�in the public educat ional establishm ents, the SHGDJRJLF�WUDLQLQJ,  the 
DGMXVWPHQW�RI�WKH�HVWDEOLVKPHQWV�WR�WHDFK�SUHSULPDU\�
HGXFDWLRQ,  the PRGLILFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�DJUHHPHQWV�and the DFFHVV�WR�WKH�WHDFKLQJ�RI�
IRUHLJQ�ODQJXDJHV�WR�SXSLOV�XQGHU���.  
�


