
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�



  

��� 'HVFULSWLRQ�RI�HGXFDWLRQ�V\VWHP�
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���� (GXFDWLRQ�SRSXODWLRQ�
���� /DQJXDJH�RI�LQVWUXFWLRQ�
���� 3ODQQLQJ�IXQFWLRQV�DQG�H[WHQW�RI�SXEOLF�VHFWRU�IXQGHG�HGXFDWLRQ�
���� 3UH�SULPDU\�HGXFDWLRQ�
���� &RPSXOVRU\�IXOO�WLPH�HGXFDWLRQ�

������ 3KDVHV�
������ $GPLVVLRQ�FULWHULD�
������ /HQJKW�RI�WKH�VFKRRO�GD\�ZHHN�\HDU�
������ &ODVV�VL]H���VWXGHQW�JURXSLQJ��DYHUDJH��
������ &XUULFXODU�FRQWURO�DQG�FRQWHQW�
������ $VVHVVPHQW��SURJUHVVLRQ�DQG�TXDOLILFDWLRQV�
�

���� 8SSHU�VHFRQGDU\�DQG�SRVW�VHFRQGDU\�HGXFDWLRQ�
������ 7\SHV�RI�HGXFDWLRQ�
������ $GPLVVLRQ�FULWHULD�
������ &XUULFXODU�FRQWURO�DQG�FRQWHQW�
������ $VVHVVPHQW��SURJUHVVLRQ�DQG�TXDOLILFDWLRQV�
�

��� (GXFDWLRQ�V\VWHPV�IRU�SHRSOH�LQ�VSHFLDO�QHHGV�
�
��� 0HWKRGV�RI�WHDFKLQJ�

�
��� 7KH�XVH�RI�,&7�LQ�WKH�HGXFDWLRQDO�V\VWHP�
�
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��� 'HVFULSWLRQ�RI�HGXFDWLRQ�V\VWHP�
�

����(GXFDWLRQ�SRSXODWLRQ�

The general legal fram ework to organize, adm inist rate and provide educat ion in Rom ania is 
established through the Const itut ion, the Educat ion Law (Law 84/ 1995)  – organic law according to 
the Const itut ion, ordinary laws and ordinances of the Governm ent . The specific procedures, rules 
and regulat ions in organizing and providing educat ion and t raining at  different  levels are 
established within this general legal fram ework through legislat ive acts of lower level:  decisions of 
the Governm ent  and orders of the Minister of Educat ion and Research. I n 2001/ 2002, 
approxim ately 47,5%  of Rom anian populat ion aged 29 or under were in educat ion. At  the 
beginning of the school year 2002/ 2003 we had 2.171.147 young people ( represent ing 93,6 %  of 
the com pulsory educat ion age group)  were enrolled in com pulsory�educat ion. 

3RSXODWLRQ� 
22,271,839 (July 2003)  
$JH�VWUXFWXUH� 
0-14 years:  16.9%  (m ale: 1,932,204;  fem ale: 1,838,240)  
15-64 years:  69%  (m ale: 7,634,481;  fem ale: 7,739,232)  
65 years and over:  14%  (m ale: 1,290,343;  fem ale: 1,837,339)  
1DWLRQDOLW\� 
QRXQ��Rom anian(s)   
DGMHFWLYH��Rom anian  
/LWHUDF\� 
GHILQLWLRQ��age 15 and over can read and write  
WRWDO�SRSXODWLRQ��98.4 %  
PDOH��99.1 %  
IHPDOH��97.7 %  
 

Students enrollm ent  in secondary educat ion ( thousands persons)  
� ����� ����� �����

/RZHU�VHFRQGDU\� 1321 1291 1207 
8SSHU�VHFRQGDU\�    927,5 963,0 1011 

2I�ZKLFK�LQ�
+LJK�VFKRRO� 687,9 710,7 740,4 

9RFDWLRQDO�VFKRRO� 177,4 192,0 217,4 
$SSUHQWLFHVKLS� 62,1 60,3 52,8 
Source:  Rom anian Stat ist ical Yearbook 2000 -  2003 
�

Teaching staff in secondary school 
� ����� ����� �����

/RZHU�VHFRQGDU\� 102,3 105,9 97,6 
8SSHU�VHFRQGDU\� 68,9   70,3 67 

2I�ZKLFK�LQ�
+LJK�VFKRRO� 64,0 64,7 61,0 

9RFDWLRQDO�VFKRRO� 4,7 4,9 6 
$SSUHQWLFHVKLS� 0,2 0,6 0,6 
Source:  Rom anian Stat ist ical Yearbook 2000 -  2003 

Note:  Teaching staff includes the num ber of persons registered in the Staff Lists of the schools. 
Each teacher is registered once (at  the unit  where he has his pass) . Forem en inst ructors who 
carry out  t raining and vocat ional act ivit y within the educat ional system  are also included. 
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5RPDQLDQ�HGXFDWLRQ�V\VWHP�VWUXFWXUH�
 

$JH� *UDGH� ,6&('� (GXFDWLRQDO�/HYHOV� 4XDOLILFDWLR
Q�

3RVW�JUDGXDWH�
HGXFDWLRQ���

�� +LJKHU�(GXFDWLRQ�

+LJKHU�
HGXFDWLRQ�
DQG� SRVW�
JUDGXDWH�
HGXFDWLRQ�

��
��!�

�� ��

��
7HUWLDU\� QRQ�
XQLYHUVLW\�
HGXFDWLRQ�

3RVW�
VHFRQGDU\�
HGXFDWLRQ�

��

��� ;,,,� ��
��� ;,,�

����/\FHXP�
8SSHU�
&\FOH�

��

��� ;,�

��
�

/\FHXP�
8SSHU�
&\FOH� &RPSOHWLRQ�

<HDU�

8SSHU�
VHFRQGDU\�
HGXFDWLRQ�� ��

��� ;�
��� ,;�

/\FHXP�
/RZHU�
&\FOH�

$UWV�DQG������
7UDGHV�
6FKRRO�

��

��� 9,,,�
��� 9,,�

��

��� 9,�
��� 9�

*\PQDVLXP�&\FOH�

/RZHU�
VHFRQGDU\�
HGXFDWLRQ��

�� ,9�
�� ,,,�
�� ,,�
�� ,�

��
3ULPDU\�&\FOH� 3ULPDU\�

HGXFDWLRQ�

�� 3UHSDUDWRU\�
�� 0LGGOH�
�� %HJLQQHU�

�� 3UH�VFKRRO�&\FOH� 3UH�VFKRRO�
HGXFDWLRQ�

�

�
�����/DQJXDJH�RI�LQVWUXFWLRQ�
�

The official language of inst ruct ion is Rom anian but , for all levels, teaching is also given in 
the language of linguist ic m inorit ies (  Hungarian, Germ an, Serbian, Ukrainian, Czech, Croat ian, 
Turkish, Rom ani) . 

 
����3ODQQLQJ�IXQFWLRQV�DQG�H[WHQW�RI�SXEOLF�VHFWRU�IXQGHG�HGXFDWLRQ�
�
A percentage of 95.6%  of all pupils at tend public schools funded by the State. Private 

educat ional establishm ents, adm inistered and organized by non-governm ental organizat ions, are 
m ore com m on at  higher educat ion level. The Minist ry of Educat ion, Research and Youth consists in 
several departm ents that  are responsible for different  tasks and educat ion levels. At  regional 
level, each county has a School I nspectorate m anaged by a general inspector. Each establishm ent  
has a school board and a m anagem ent  board that  assist  head teachers in fulfilling their 
m anagerial tasks.  

The County School I nspectorates m ain roles are to ensure TXDOLW\�RI�WKH�HGXFDWLRQ�SURFHVV�
and FRPSOLDQFH� ZLWK� WKH� OHJLVODWLYH� IUDPHZRUN� in all educat ional act ivit ies. The CSI  
im plem ents at  local level the educat ional policy endorsed by the Minist ry of Educat ion. According 
to the in- force legislat ion, the County School I nspectorates have the following PDLQ�IXQFWLRQV:  
1)  To m onitor, the organizat ion and operat ion of the pre-university educat ion network and to 
inspect  schools;  
2)  To ensure com pliance with the law in the organizat ion, m anagem ent  and provision of 
educat ion;  
3)  To set  up public educat ion units – kindergartens, prim ary schools, gym nasium s and art  and 
t rades schools;  

�
&�
2�
0
3
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4)  To propose to the Minist ry of Educat ion the local school network under their j urisdict ion and the 
students’ enrolm ent  plan;  
5)  To ensure, j oint ly with the local public adm inist rat ion, school at tendance for the durat ion of 
com pulsory educat ion;  
6)  To ensure that  schools are adequately staffed with teachers in accordance with the provisions 
of the Teaching Staff Statutes;  
7)  To organize and guide the teaching staff's cont inuous t raining and professional developm ent , 
research work and other com plem entary act ivit ies in pre-university educat ion;  
8)  To ensure, j oint ly with the local public adm inist rat ion, the educat ional condit ions as well as the 
developm ent  of the m aterial resources in all schools, according to the nat ional standards;  
9)  To coordinate adm ission com pet it ions and graduat ion exam inat ions in educat ion units, as well 
as other scholar com pet it ions;  
10)  To m onitor all pre-university educat ion act ivit ies and services provided by econom ic agents, 
foundat ions, associat ions, religious denom inat ions and other natural persons or legal ent it ies in 
the area under their j urisdict ion;  
11)  To ident ify any infr ingem ents of the law and take such m easures as the law provides;  
12)  To coordinate and guide the act ivit y of libraries in the educat ion units under their 
subordinat ion;  
13)  To coordinate and m onitor the act ivit y of the Teaching Staff House. 

I n order to exercise the above m ent ioned funct ions, each CSI  elaborates an annual 
evaluat ion of the educat ion system  under their j urisdict ion and – based on this evaluat ion – a 
m anagem ent  plan for the next  school year, detailing object ives, act ivit ies, resources and 
responsibilit ies. The m anagem ent  plan is discussed with the advisory board. After approval in the 
adm inist rat ion council of the CSI , the m anagem ent  plan becom es com pulsory for all CSI  staff and 
schools’ m anagers. 

The m ost  im portant  inst itut ional st ructures involved in the governance of the pre-university 
Educat ion System  in Rom ania are presented in the following diagram :  
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�
1&&� ±� 1DWLRQDO� &RXQFLO� IRU� &XUULFXOXP�� The NCC establishes the st ructure of the 

Nat ional Curriculum , the content  of the core curriculum  and the corresponding syllabi for all the 
subjects.  

16$(�±�1DWLRQDO� 6HUYLFH� IRU�$VVHVVPHQW�DQG�(YDOXDWLRQ��The NSAE establishes the 
students’ assessm ent  and evaluat ion nat ional standards for all subjects, the assessm ent  and 
evaluat ion syllabi and the content  of the Nat ional Exam s (Nat ional Tests for 8th Grade and 
Baccalaureate) .  

3(($&� ±� 3UH�XQLYHUVLW\� (GXFDWLRQ� (YDOXDWLRQ� DQG� $FFUHGLWDWLRQ� &RPPLVVLRQ�� The 
PEEAC establishes the criteria and the m ethodology for evaluat ion and accreditat ion of all pre-
university educat ion inst itut ions (both public and private inst itut ions) .. The PEEAC, based on the 
evaluat ion, can recom m end discont inuat ion of act ivit y of a public or private school. Unt il the 

��� ��� ��� �
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�
�� 1&&�±�1DWLRQDO�&RXQFLO�IRU�&XUULFXOXP�
�� 16$(�±�1DWLRQDO�6HUYLFH�IRU�$VVHVVPHQW�DQG�

(YDOXDWLRQ�
�� 3(($&�±�3UH�XQLYHUVLW\�(GXFDWLRQ�(YDOXDWLRQ�

DQG�$FFUHGLWDWLRQ�&RPPLVVLRQ�
�� 1&3767�±�1DWLRQDO�&HQWUH�IRU�3UH�XQLYHUVLW\�

7HDFKLQJ�6WDII�7UDLQLQJ�
�� 1&79(7'�±�1DWLRQDO�&HQWUH�IRU�79(7�

'HYHORSPHQW�
�� 1&7($'�±�1DWLRQDO�&RXQFLO�IRU�7H[WERRNV�

(YDOXDWLRQ��$SSURYDO�DQG�'LVWULEXWLRQ�
�� 1&(�±�1DWLRQDO�&HQWUH�IRU�([FHOOHQFH��
�� &6,�±�&RXQW\�6FKRRO�,QVSHFWRUDWHV�
�� 76+�±�7HDFKLQJ�6WDII�+RXVHV���
�� /'&�±�/RFDO��'HYHORSPHQW��&RPPLWWHH��IRU�6RFLDO�

3DUWQHUVKLS�LQ�9(7�
�� /&66�±�/RFDO�&RXQFLO�6FKRRO�6HUYLFH��



  

school year 2003/ 2004 evaluat ion and accreditat ion has been applied only for private inst itut ions 
– m ainly due to the lack of inst itut ional capacity, m ethodological inconsistencies and funct ion 
overlapping with the County School I nspectorates. The legal fram ework and the corresponding set  
of Procedures, Rules and Regulat ions are current ly under evaluat ion in order to perm it  the PEEAC 
to perform  the V\VWHP� HYDOXDWLRQ� – leaving to the County School I nspectorates the role of 
SURFHVV�HYDOXDWLRQ.   

1&3767�±�1DWLRQDO�&HQWUH� IRU�3UH�XQLYHUVLW\�7HDFKLQJ�6WDII�7UDLQLQJ��The NCPTST 
establishes the criteria and the m ethodology for accreditat ion of the in-service teacher t raining 
providers and teacher t raining program m ers. Based on these criteria and m ethodology, the 
NCPTST evaluates and, according to the results of the evaluat ion, grants accreditat ion for in-
service teacher t raining providers and/ or program m ers (upon request )  and establishes the 
corresponding credits. The NCPTST also provides teacher t raining guidelines inline with the 
Minist ry’s st rategy.  

1&79(7'� ±� 1DWLRQDO� &HQWUH� IRU� 79(7� 'HYHORSPHQW�� The NCTVETD establishes and 
applies the nat ional st rategy for developing the TVET. The m ain roles of the NCTVETD are to 
elaborate the curriculum  for TVET, to establish the assessm ent  and evaluat ion system  for 
professional qualificat ions, to recom m end in-service teacher t raining st rategies and program m ers 
for teachers working in the TVET, to ensure social partnership at  nat ional and local level and to 
cont r ibute to the project ion of the school network and students enrolm ent .  

1&7($'� ±�1DWLRQDO� &RXQFLO� IRU� 7H[WERRNV� (YDOXDWLRQ�� $SSURYDO� DQG�'LVWULEXWLRQ��
The NCTEAD establishes the criteria and the m ethodology for evaluat ion and approval of 
textbooks. I t  also coordinates the evaluat ion and approval process of textbooks and proposes to 
the Minister the list  of textbooks to be used in all pre-university educat ion. For com pulsory 
educat ion, as textbooks are provided to all students free of charge, it  establishes the Procedures, 
Rules and Regulat ions for textbooks dist r ibut ion.  

1&(�±�1DWLRQDO�&HQWUH�IRU�([FHOOHQFH��The NCE should be an external st ructure to the 
Minist ry in charge with the establishm ent  and applicat ion of the nat ional st rategy for select ion and 
t raining of the students with advance learning potent ial ( “gifted students” ) . Based on this 
st rategy, it  should elaborate the select ion tests and the syllabi for the core-subjects to be used in 
the select ion and t raining process of the gifted students in ext racurricular act ivit ies. According to 
the in- force legislat ion, it  also should organize the subject  nat ional com pet it ions ( “Olym piads” )  
and provide t raining and support  for the students in order to part icipate in internat ional 
com pet it ions.  

&6,� ±� &RXQW\� 6FKRRO� ,QVSHFWRUDWHV�� The CSI  is the representat ive of the Minist ry of 
Educat ion at  local level. The m ain roles of the CSI  will be dealt  with later in this paper. 

76+� ±� 7HDFKLQJ� 6WDII� +RXVHV�� The TSH from  each county establishes the in-service 
teacher 
t raining needs at  local level, elaborates in-service teacher t raining program m ers according to the 
ident ified needs and subm its the program m ers for accreditat ion at  the NCPTST. Upon 
accreditat ion, the TSH – em ploying local, regional and/ or nat ional teacher t rainers – provides the 
in-service teacher t raining program m ers.  

/'&� ±� /RFDO� 'HYHORSPHQW� &RPPLWWHH� IRU� 6RFLDO� 3DUWQHUVKLS� LQ� 9(7��The LDC is a 
consultat ive st ructure established in each county and involving representat ives of the County 
School I nspectorate, of the local public adm inist rat ion and of the local stakeholders. The m ain role 
of the LDC is to project  each year the school network and student ’s enrolm ent  according to the 
local needs of the labor m arket .  

/&66�±�/RFDO�&RXQFLO�6FKRRO�6HUYLFH��The LCSS is an inst itut ional st ructure established 
at  the level of local public adm inist rat ion and act ing independent ly from  the County School 
I nspectorate. According to the in- force legislat ion, all the buildings of the public schools are the 
property of the public dom ain and the public schools are financed from  the local budget . I t  has a 
adm inist rat ive staff em ployed by the Local Council. The LCSS is also referred to as /RFDO�
(GXFDWLRQ�%RDUG� or /RFDO� (GXFDWLRQ�&RPPLWWHH;  however, to date, considering the roles of 
the st ructure, it  rather acts as a com m unity service than a board or com m it tee.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

6FKRRO�PDQDJHPHQW�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
����3UH�SULPDU\�HGXFDWLRQ�
�
I n 2003/ 04 school year, pre-prim ary educat ion covered the 3-  to 6-year-old age group. This 

type of educat ion is provided in special inst itut ions – Kindergartens ( “JU GLQL H´) , m ost  of them  
public. 
At tendance is opt ional and free of charge. I n 2002/ 03, the at tendance rate in pre-school 
educat ion as a whole was 69.2% . 

Both public and private kindergartens offer educat ion act ivit ies through:  norm al 
program m ers (5 hours per day) , long- type program m ers (10 hours per day)  and weekly 
program m ers (5 days per week) . Pre-prim ary educat ion is organized by age groups:  3-  to 4, 4-  to 
5, 5-  to 6-  year-old age groups. 

&DWHJRU\� 
/RZ�DQG�PLGGOH�

JURXS��
���WR���\HDUV�

ROG�� 

6FKRRO�SUHSDUDWRU\�
JURXS��

���WR�����\HDUV�ROG� 

1RUPDO�SURJUDPPH�DFWLYLWLHV� 
&RPPRQ�DFWLYLWLHV�� �� ���
Language educat ion  1 2 

Mathem at ics act ivit ies  1 2 

Knowledge of the environm ent   1 1 

Social educat ion  1 

Pract ical and hom e act ivit ies  
1 

1 

Aesthet ic educat ion  2 2 

Physical educat ion  1 1 

Chosen act ivit ies, playing and other 
act ivit ies  17 14 

Extensions  0-1 1-2 

Opt ional act ivit ies  0-1 1-2 

Minim um  no. of act ivit ies  24 26 

Maxim um  no. of act ivit ies  25 28 

The length of the act ivit ies depends on the age- level group:  15-20 m inute for the low and 
m iddle group and 30-35 m inutes for the high, school-preparatory group. All act ivit ies organized in 
pre-prim ary educat ion have to respect  the r ight  of the child to play – as a form  of act ivit y, 
m ethod, procedure and m ean to at tain educat ional object ives. 

All data refer to the school year 2002/2003 
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1HW�HQUROPHQW�UDWLRV�E\�DUHD��
   7RWDO� ��\HDUV�

ROG� 
��\HDUV�

ROG� 
��\HDUV�

ROG� 
��\HDUV�ROG�DQG�

RYHU 

7RWDO�       ��   

Populat ion aged 3-6  910,564 229,950 228,991 223,360 228,263 

Enrolled children  629,703 98,461 148,866 179,709 202,667 

-  in %   100.0 15.6 23.7 28.5 32.2 

1HW�HQUROPHQW�UDWLR ����� ����� ����� ����� �����
 

����&RPSXOVRU\�IXOO�WLPH�HGXFDWLRQ�
�

������3KDVHV�

*(1(5$/�&2038/625<�('8&$7,21��

General com pulsory educat ion consists in 10 form s (start ing with 2003-2004) . The age of entering 
school is 7 years old (6 years on request  from  parents or legal guardians) . Theoret ically, the age 
of ending general com pulsory educat ion is 14, but  it  cannot  be m ore than 16, according to the 
law.  
   
3ULPDU\� HGXFDWLRQ� �IRUPV� ����� is organized exclusively as a m orning program m er. The 
m ain goal of the curriculum  at  this stage is to provide the basis of the knowledge to be further 
acquired.  
   
/RZHU�VHFRQGDU\� HGXFDWLRQ�IRUPV� ������ includes� Gym nasium  cycle and Lyceum  lower 
cycle or Gym nasium  cycle and Arts and Trades school. The gym nasium  (grades V to VI I I )  
const itutes the second stage of the basic educat ion, following the "elem entary educat ion" 
accom plished during the first  four grades. Consequent ly, gym nasium  educat ion is provided as 
general or com prehensive educat ion. The com prehensive character is ensured through the 
st ructure and the content  of the Nat ional Curriculum :  approxim ately 90%  of the teaching- learning 
t im e is allocated to the com m on core curriculum . 

 Age group 
Prim ary school ( “ùFRDOD�SULPDU ´)  6 – 10 years 
First  phase of general lower secondary ( “*LPQD]LX´)  10 – 14 years 
Second phase of general or specialized lower secondary ( “/LFHX´�±FLFOX�
LQIHULRU��or 

Vocat ional lower secondary �³�ùFRDOD�GH�$UWH�úL�0HVHULL “)  

14 – 16 years 

14 – 16 years 

Com pulsory educat ion lasts 10 years and is divided in three phases:  prim ary educat ion (4 
years) , first  phase of lower secondary educat ion – general (4 years)  and second phase of lower 
secondary educat ion, which provides general, specialized or vocat ional courses (2 years) . 

This com pulsory educat ion st ructure, resulted from  the m odificat ion of the Educat ion Act  in 
June 2003 (Law 268/ 2003)  was im plem ented start ing from  2003/ 04 school year. Durat ion of 
com pulsory educat ion is extended with two years after general lower secondary educat ion and 
pupils m ay choose to cont inue their educat ion either in the lower cycle of “/LFHX´,  which offers 
com prehensive educat ion and includes pre-specializat ion elem ents necessary for the guidance 
towards the cont inuat ion of studies in upper secondary educat ion, or in “ùFRDO �GH�$UWH�úL�0HVHULL´�
(Arts and Trades School) , which provides vocat ional educat ion, corresponding to various 
occupat ional dom ains and leading to em ploym ent ;  in this case graduates should follow a 
com plet ion year before entering in upper secondary educat ion. Pupils will enter in the lower cycle 
of “/LFHX´�(high school)  or in the Arts and Trades School, start ing from  the 2004/ 05 school year. 

 
������$GPLVVLRQ�FULWHULD�

The enrolm ent  quotas for all educat ional levels in public educat ion are established yearly 
through Decision of the Governm ent , based on the Minist ry of Educat ion and Research 
proposit ion.  According to the Educat ion Law (Law 84/ 1995) , the Minist ry’s proposit ion is 
preceded by a m ult i- step consultat ion-project ion process involving:  local public authorit ies, 



  

County School. I n each county the exact  allocat ion of placem ents in public schools is 
established through Order of the Minister of Educat ion and Research, according to the 
provisions of the Decision of the Governm ent  and the conclusions of the consultat ion process. 
Transit ion from  prim ary to the gym nasium  educat ion is condit ioned by the com plet ion of the 
first  four grades only. I n som e cases, schools include in their profile fifth grade classes with 
intensive study of a m odern language. I t  happens in these situat ions that  the num ber of pupils 
passing the fourth grade and wishing to at tend the specified fifth grade classes exceeds the 
actual num ber of available placem ents in the school. I n these cases schools organize ent rance 
exam inat ions for the fourth grade graduates – including, at  the school decision, evaluat ion of 
the com m unicat ion com petences in Rom anian and in the respect ive m odern language as well 
as basic com petences in m athem at ics. This situat ion also occurs in som e cases where certain 
schools – known for high perform ances – face a higher dem and than their actual offer. 
However, the enrolm ent  quota for the fifth grade is overall at  least  at  the level of the num ber 
of the fourth grade graduates in each localit y or in neighboring localit ies in the rural areas. I n 
each county are organized a num ber of schools providing educat ion with com plem entary or 
integral arts/ sports program m er. These schools funct ion according to a specific curriculum  that  
ensures both accom plishm ent  of the finalit ies and educat ional object ives specific to the 
educat ional level and intensive arts/ sports t raining. The adm ission of pupils in these schools is 
subject  to a test ing of their skills according to the specificit y of the arts/ sports intensive 
t raining program m er. The num ber of classes per week for this type of schooling is bigger than 
for the norm al program m ed. The year 2004 brought  the following changes in the cert ificat ion-
progression system  for the gym nasium  graduates:  

• The nat ional exam  of Capacity was renam ed Nat ional Tests (sam e content ) . The decision to 
keep a final nat ional exam  at  the end of the gym nasium , even though com pulsory 
educat ion includes now the subsequent  two grades, m ight  be only tem porary – unt il the 
stabilisat ion of the system  in the new st ructure;   

• The weight  in the adm ission average m ark of the m ark obtained at  the final nat ional exam  
organised at  the end of gym nasium  was reduced to 50% . 

The changes in the weights of the two m arks cont r ibut ing to the adm ission average m ark 
out line the policy of the Minist ry of Educat ion and Research to m ove the em phasis from  an 
external evaluat ion ( the final nat ional exam )  to the internal cont inuous evaluat ion. Furtherm ore, 
for 2005 it  is envisaged to renounce to the external evaluat ion ( the final nat ional exam )  at  the 
end of the gym nasium  totally, and use only the average m ark of the gym nasium  studies as the 
m ain select ion criterion.  

������/HQJWK�RI�WKH�VFKRRO�GD\�ZHHN�\HDU�
The school year 2003/ 04 com prises 179 days (36 weeks)  of teaching, divided in two 

sem esters. 
Courses are dist r ibuted over five days a week. The num ber of periods ( last ing 50 m inutes)  

per week varies from  18/ 20, in the first  years of prim ary educat ion, to 29/ 30, in the last  years of 
the first  phase of general lower secondary educat ion, and up to 30, in Arts and Trades School or 
32 in the lower cycle of high school respect ively. The m inim um  num ber of hours of teaching a 
year (calculated on basis of the num ber of periods per week, the num ber of weeks and the 
durat ion of a period)  is 540 for prim ary school, 870 for *\PQDVLXP�( first  phase of general lower 
secondary school) , 900 for Arts and Trades School, and 960 for lower cycle of the high school. 
�
������&ODVV�VL]H�VWXGHQW�JURXSLQJ��DYHUDJH��

I n 2002/ 03, the num ber of pupils per teacher was 18 at  prim ary school level and 13 at  
lower secondary level. 

The average class size was 20. The num ber of pupils per class required by law is between 
10 and 30. The classes are co-educat ional and m ade up of pupils of the sam e age. At  lower 
secondary level, pupils who are two years (or m ore)  older than the pupils in the corresponding 
year can at tend evening classes. I n prim ary schools, subjects are taught  only by one teacher 
(except  for religion, foreign languages, physical educat ion and m usic) . At  lower secondary level, a 
specialist  teacher teaches each subject . 

 
 

�



  

������&XUULFXODU�FRQWURO�DQG�FRQWHQW�
Curriculum  for the com plet ion year is being designed according to the new st ructure of the 

educat ion system . In general and specialized upper educat ion, the curriculum  fram ework set  up 
by the Minist ry of Educat ion, Research and Youth covers 7 curricular areas:  language and 
com m unicat ion, m athem at ics and natural sciences, people and society, arts, physical educat ion, 
technologies, counseling and guidance. The im portance of each group of subjects varies according 
to the type of school. The Minist ry of Educat ion, Research and Youth and the Minist ry of Labor, 
Social Solidarity and Fam ily set  the curricula for post -secondary schools. 
The curricula include seven areas:   
����������������
ODQJXDJH�DQG�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ��
����������������
�PDWKHPDWLFV�DQG�VFLHQFHV��
����������������
�PDQ�DQG�VRFLHW\��
����������������
�DUWV��
����������������
�SK\VLFDO�WUDLQLQJ�DQG�VSRUWV��
����������������
�WHFKQRORJ\��
����������������
�JXLGDQFH�DQG�FRXQVHOOLQJ�.  
 
������$VVHVVHPHQW��SURJUHVVLRQ�DQG�TXDOLILFDWLRQ�

Pupils are assessed by teachers cont inuously, in all subjects, during the whole school year. 
Teachers decide whether a pupil should repeat  the year or not . 

Graduates of com plet ion year are awarded a graduat ion cert ificate, a port folio for further 
educat ion and, by request , a copy of the record containing the m arks received. After facing a 
vocat ional exam inat ion, they m ay obtain a level two vocat ional qualificat ion cert ificate. Graduates 
of com plet ion year, who possess a graduat ion cert ificate and a level two vocat ional qualificat ion 
cert ificate m ay at tend upper secondary educat ion, following the m ethodology defined a year prior 
the beginning of each new school year. 

�
����8SSHU�VHFRQGDU\�DQG�SRVW�VHFRQGDU\�HGXFDWLRQ�
������7\SHV�RI�HGXFDWLRQ�

� Age group 
&RPSOHWLRQ�\HDU IRU $UWV�DQG������7UDGHV�
6FKRRO ( vocat ional upper secondary)  
�

16 – 17 years of age�

/\FHXP�8SSHU�&\FOH�
�³/LFHX�±�FLFOXO�VXSHULRU´�(general and specialized upper secondary)  
�

16 – 18/ 19 years of age�

3RVW�/\FHXP�8SSHU�&\FOH�
³ùFRDO �SRVWOLFHDO ´�(post -secondary educat ion)  
�

18 – 20/ 21 years of age�

�
Com plet ion year offers the possibilit y to at tain the necessary educat ion level to part icipate in 

upper secondary educat ion and to acquire a higher vocat ional qualificat ion. Upper secondary 
educat ion (upper cycle of /\FHXP)  provides general and specialized courses leading to the 
cont inuat ion of studies in post -secondary, or higher educat ion. Post -secondary educat ion prepares 
students for a higher vocat ional qualificat ion and should lead to em ploym ent . 
8SSHU�6HFRQGDU\�(GXFDWLRQ�±�&RPSOHWLRQ�\HDU�RI�$UWV�DQG�7UDGHV�6FKRRO�

Start ing with the school year 2003/ 2004 the enrolm ent  of the pupils for the "apprent iceship 
school"  ( two years of study leading to a level 1 professional qualificat ion)  and the "vocat ional 
school"  ( three years of study leading to a level 2 professional qualificat ion)  were discont inued. 
Vocat ional Educat ion and Training. The apprent iceship/ vocat ional schools will cont inue to funct ion 
in parallel with the new VET system  unt il the graduat ion of the pupils enrolled in 2002/ 2003. VET 
is now provided in the "arts and t rades school"  ( two years of study leading to a level 1 
professional qualificat ion)  and the "com plet ion year"  – "class de passage" for the arts and t rades 
schools graduates leading to a level 2 professional qualificat ion and the possibilit y to cont inue the 
studies in TVET high schools. The new VET system  has been int roduced with the extension of 
com pulsory educat ion from  8 to 10 years and is a consequence of including the arts and t rades 
school in the educat ional offer for the last  two grades of the com pulsory educat ion.  Through the 
inst itut ions m ent ioned above, VET ensures professional qualificat ion within the following dom ains:  



  

$SSUHQWLFHVKLS�VFKRRO��'HFLVLRQ�RI�WKH�*RYHUQPHQW������������

o I ndust ry (56 professional qualificat ions) ;   
o Sm all indust ry (27 professional qualificat ions) ;   
o Services for the populat ion (39 professional qualificat ions) ;   
o Act ivit ies in agriculture (26 professional qualificat ions) ;  

• Vocat ional school (Decision of the Governm ent  844/ 2002) :   
o Mechanics (59 professional qualificat ions) ;   
o Elect ro-m echanics (22 professional qualificat ions) ;   
o Elect ronics, autom at ics and indust r ial inform at ics technology (6 professional 

qualificat ions) ;   
o I ndust r ial chem ist ry (15 professional qualificat ions) ;   
o Elect r icit y (11 professional qualificat ions) ;   
o Building and public works (15 professional qualificat ions) ;   
o Agriculture (7 professional qualificat ions) ;   
o Forest ry and protect ion of the environm ent  (5 professional qualificat ions) ;   
o Com m erce and services (3 professional qualificat ions) ;   
o Public alim entat ion, tourism  and com plem entary act ivit ies (4 professional 

qualificat ions) ;   
o Food indust ry (8 professional qualificat ions) ;   
o Manufacturing of wooden products (8 professional qualificat ions) ;   
o Text ile and leather indust ry (13 professional qualificat ions) ;   
o Publishing techniques (6 professional qualificat ions) ;   
o Hygiene (1 professional qualificat ions) ;   
o Theology (1 professional qualificat ions) ;  

• Arts and t rades school and the com plet ion year (Decision of the Governm ent  721/ 2004;  
the second figure indicates the num ber of professional qualificat ions provided through the 
com plet ion year – different  from  the ones provided through the arts and t rades school) :   

o Mechanics (11/ 43 professional qualificat ions) ;   
o Elect ro-m echanics (3/ 12 professional qualificat ions) ;   
o Elect ronics and autom at ics (1/ 5 professional qualificat ions) ;   
o I ndust r ial chem ist ry (3/ 6 professional qualificat ions) ;   
o Building m aterials (3/ 4 professional qualificat ions) ;   
o Elect r icit y (1/ 9 professional qualificat ions) ;   
o Buildings, installat ions and public works (5/ 14 professional qualificat ions) ;   
o Agriculture (2/ 7 professional qualificat ions) ;   
o Forest ry (1/ 1 professional qualificat ions) ;   
o Com m erce (1/ 3 professional qualificat ions) ;   
o Tourism  and alim entat ion (2/ 4 professional qualificat ions) ;   
o Food indust ry (4/ 7 professional qualificat ions) ;   
o Manufacturing of wooden products (3/ 5 professional qualificat ions) ;   
o Text ile and leather indust ry (4/ 11 professional qualificat ions) ;   
o Publishing techniques (1/ 3 professional qualificat ions) ;   
o Hum an aesthet ics and hygiene (1/ 1 professional qualificat ions) ;   
o Theology (1/ 1 professional qualificat ions) . 

The dom ains provided for professional qualificat ion are ident ical for arts and t rades school 
and the com plet ion year in order to ensure vert ical coherence of the VET system  and to facilitate 
and encourage the cont inuat ion of the studies for the arts and t rades school graduates. According 
to the new provisions (2003)  of the Educat ion Law (Law 84/ 1995) , the com plet ion year is part  of 
the upper secondary educat ion, whilst  the arts and t rades school is part  of the lower secondary 
educat ion. The durat ion of VET is extended by 1 year for the evening classes form  and for special 
educat ion. 

8SSHU�6HFRQGDU\�(GXFDWLRQ�±�³/LFHX´��+LJK�VFKRRO��

Unt il the year 2003, upper secondary educat ion included the ent ire high school (grades IX 
to XI I / XI I I ) . Due to the fact  that  in 2003 com pulsory educat ion has been extended from  8 to 10 
years, the grades IX and X have been included in the lower secondary educat ion. Grades IX and X 



  

const itute now the "second cycle of lower secondary educat ion" and are provided within two 
alternat ive educat ional routes:  the "high school lower cycle"  and the "arts and t rades school"  
(VET) . Consequent ly, beginning with the school year 2003/ 2004, upper secondary educat ion 
includes high school grades XI  to XI I / XI I I  ( "high school upper cycle")  and the "com plet ion year"  
( the "class de passage" for the graduates of the "arts and t rades school"  in order to cont inue their 
educat ion within TVET "high school upper cycle") . Nevertheless, both lower and upper cycle of the 
high school are organized with the sam e branches of study, educat ional profiles and 
specializat ions, and for the t im e being they funct ion in the sam e educat ional units – nam ely high 
schools ( " lyceum s") . The high school educat ion offers to all com pulsory educat ion graduates the 
possibilit y to specialize in various dom ains and to prepare for the labor m arket  and/ or to cont inue 
their studies in the subsequent  educat ional levels – post -secondary tert iary and/ or non- tert iary 
educat ion. High school educat ion is organized in three branches of study:  

• The theoret ical branch of study providing two educat ional profiles:  hum anit ies and 
sciences;   

• The technological and vocat ional educat ion and t raining (TVET)  branch of study providing 
three educat ional profiles:  technical, services, and exploitat ion of the natural resources and 
protect ion of the environm ent ;   

• The specific educat ion and t raining branch of study providing five educat ional profiles:  
m ilitary, theological, sports, arts and pedagogical. 

Each educat ional profile is further divided into narrower specializat ions. The theoret ical 
branch of study is organized in theoret ical high schools and is m ainly m eant  to ensure preparat ion 
for higher educat ion. The TVET branch of study is organized in technological high schools with one 
or m ore profiles and several specializat ions – offering for the com pulsory educat ion graduates the 
possibilit y to both at tain a level 3 professional qualificat ion and to prepare for post -secondary 
tert iary and/ or non- tert iary educat ion. I n a rather im portant  num ber of cases, VET schools, TVET 
high schools and post -secondary non- tert iary educat ional units of the sam e or sim ilar profiles are 
concent rated in "cluster schools"  organized and funct ioning as single educat ional units (with a 
single m anagem ent  and a single budget , etc.) . Clustering school types with a com m on sector 
focus has been a way of opt im izing the T/ VET network. More specifically, this concent rat ion of the 
educat ional act ivit ies is m eant  to m ake bet ter use of the exist ing m aterial basis (equipm ents, 
workshops, other resources)  and hum an resources and to im prove financial efficiency. I n m ost  
cases, pupils following the specific educat ion and t raining branch of study (m ilitary, theological, 
sports, arts and pedagogical educat ional profiles)  carry on their studies in the sam e school, profile 
and specializat ion in order to at tain a professional qualificat ion and to cont inue their studies in 
post -secondary educat ion ( tert iary and/ or non- tert iary) . According to the provisions of the 
Educat ion Law (Law 84/ 1995) , m ilitary and theological educat ion can be organized only for pupils 
graduat ing the gym nasium  educat ion and is provided in separate educat ional units – m ilitary high 
schools and theological high schools. Arts and sports specific educat ion and t raining are usually 
organized in educat ional units covering both prim ary and secondary educat ional levels as pre-
specializat ion within these educat ional routes begins from  prim ary educat ion or grade V. Finally, 
the pedagogical profile is m eant  to ensure init ial t raining for pre-prim ary and prim ary educat ion 
teachers as well as t raining for certain occupat ions ( librarian assistant , anim ator, inst ructor for 
after school act ivit ies and school pedagogue)  and is organized in pedagogical high schools.  

+LJK�6FKRRO�

%UDQFK�RI�VWXG\� (GXFDWLRQDO�SURILOH� (GXFDWLRQDO�VSHFLDOL]DWLRQ� 
Philology  

Hum anit ies (  “um an”)   
Social sciences  

Mathem at ics- inform at ics  
7KHRUHWLFDO� 

Sciences (  “real”)   
Natural sciences  

Telecom m unicat ions, elect ronics, autom at ics 
and elect ro- techniques  

Mechanics  

79(7� Technical  

Public works – buildings  



  

 Text ile and leather  

Tourism  and public alim entat ion  

Adm inist rat ive  

Postal services  
Services  

Econom ic  

Food indust ry  

Protect ion of the environm ent   

I ndust r ial chem ist ry  

Agriculture, agro-m ountain and veterinary  

 

Natural resources  

exploitat ion and protect ion  

of the environm ent   
Forest ry and wood processing  

Military m usic  

Mathem at ics- inform at ics  Military  

Social sciences  

Orthodoxy  

Cultural pat r im ony  

Catholic  

Evangelic-Lutheran  

Bapt ist   

Pentecostal  

Advent ist   

Unitarian  

Reform ed  

Theological  

Moslem   

Sports  Various sports specializat ions  

Architecture, am bient  arts and design  

Fine arts and decorat ion  

Choreography  

Music  

Arts  

Theat re  

Pre-prim ary and prim ary teacher  

6SHFLILF� HGXFDWLRQ�
DQG�WUDLQLQJ� 

Pedagogical  Librarian, anim ator, inst ructor for after school 
act ivit ies, school pedagogue  

Graduates of the TVET and specific educat ion and t raining can obtain a level 3 professional 
qualificat ion in certain specializat ions – as established by the Minist ry of Educat ion and Research 
in cooperat ion with the Minist ry of Labor, Social Solidarity and Fam ily and set  through Decision of 
the Governm ent . The nom enclature of the specializat ion dom ains and the corresponding 
professional qualificat ions provided through TVET and specific educat ion and t raining was 
established for the school years 2002/ 2003 and 2003/ 2004 through the Decision of the 
Governm ent  844/ 2002 (am ended through the Decision of the Governm ent  1555/ 2003) , and for 
the school year 2004/ 2005 is established through the Decision of the Governm ent  721/ 2004. The 
durat ion of the high school studies is of 4 years for day classes. For evening classes the durat ion 
of the studies is extended by 1 year. Following the reform  of com pulsory educat ion, start ing with 
the school year 2003/ 2004 grades IX and X of the high school are included in the educat ional offer 
for the last  two grades of com pulsory educat ion. According to the new provisions (2003)  of the 
Educat ion Law (Law 84/ 1995) , grades IX and X of the high school const itute the "high school 
lower cycle"  and are part  of the lower secondary educat ion. 

 



  

������$GPLVVLRQ�FULWHULD�

Adm ission in the com plet ion year (Arts and Trades School)  and in the upper cycle of High 
School (/\FHXP��is based on the m ethodology defined by the Minist ry of Educat ion, Research and 
Youth, and announced a year prior the beginning of a new school year. 

I n post -secondary educat ion, only m edical post -secondary schools require the baccalaureate 
diplom a, awarded at  the end of /LFHX��As a general rule, all the post -secondary schools organize 
ent rance exam inat ions. 

From  this year (2005) , the adm ission in upper secondary educat ion ( for Lyceum  Upper Cycle)  
is m ade  only by using a calculus form ula for adm ission average:   

              Mg ( IX + X) / 2 +  Mp ( IX +  X) / 2 
Ma  =   - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -    Where:  
                                  2 
Ma – Adm ission average 
Mg – General average for the form s IX and X 
Mp – General average for the curricular field specific for the selected profile 

  The adm ission in upper secondary educat ion ( for Com plet ion Year of Arts and Trades                                
School)  is m ade by using the sam e calculus form ula after the students pass their exam  to obtain 
the professional skills cert ificate. 

So, the students are placed on the approved seats according to the decreasing average 
m ark of adm ission. (calculated by using the form ula presented.)  

 
������������&XUULFXODU�FRQWURO�DQG�FRQWHQW�
�

I n Rom ania, the st ructure of the curriculum  and m ost  part  of it s content  ( roughly 75% )  are 
established at  nat ional level. For all pre-university educat ion, the in- force curriculum  has the 
following st ructure:  

&RUH�FXUULFXOXP���&RPPRQ�WUXQN��Structured in 7 areas (/DQJXDJH�DQG�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ,  
0DWK�DQG�QDWXUDO�VFLHQFHV,  6RFLDO�VFLHQFHV,  $UWV,  6SRUWV,  7HFKQRORJLHV�and &RXQVHOLQJ) , the core 
curriculum  is based on the NH\�FRPSHWHQFLHV�and is FRPSXOVRU\�IRU�DOO�WKH�VWXGHQWV�in order 
to ensure HTXDO� FKDQFHV� WR� HGXFDWLRQ.  I n post -com pulsory educat ion the core curriculum  is 
ident ical over the sam e educat ional route (profile)  and different  from  one educat ional route to 
another. Tim e allocat ion for the different  areas and for the different  subjects within each area 
depends on the educat ional level and educat ional route. The syllabi for the subjects in the core 
curriculum  are established at  nat ional level. The Nat ional Exam s are ent irely based on the core 
curriculum . 

6FKRRO�EDVHG�FXUULFXOXP��The school-based curriculum  is an ensem ble of program m ers, 
act ivit ies and educat ional processes organized at  the level of each school and proposed within the 
school’s educat ional offer. This com ponent  of the curriculum  is ent irely locally organized and aim s 
to ensure different iated perform ances and to respond to specific educat ional needs and/ or to 
respond to specific local needs. For TVET the school based curriculum  has the specific role to 
ensure specializat ion of the students according to the current  local labor m arket  needs. The syllabi 
for the school-based curriculum  are established locally (can be based on the syllabi for the 
subject ’s part  of the core curriculum ) . Content  taught  within the school-based curriculum  can not  
be assessed through Nat ional Exam s. Im plem entat ion of the com pulsory educat ion reform  will 
require specific changes in the curriculum , m ost ly for the last  two years of the com pulsory 
educat ion. I t  is envisaged that , beside the core curriculum  and the school-based curriculum , a 
third com ponent  will be added. 

This is the GLIIHUHQWLDWHG� FXUULFXOXP� that  will ensure in the last  two years of the 
com pulsory educat ion the pre-specializat ion and the orientat ion of the students for further 
studies. The different iated curriculum  will reduce the part  allocated to the core curriculum  and will 
be established locally based on the exist ing needs and resources. The school board will decide 
from  a nat ionally established list  the group of subjects to be proposed in Curriculum  for the 
com plet ion year is being designed according to the new st ructure of the educat ion system .  

 
������������$VVHVVPHQW��SURJUHVVLRQ�DQG�TXDOLILFDWLRQV�

Graduates of com plet ion year are awarded a graduat ion cert ificate, a port folio for further 
educat ion and, by request , a copy of the record containing the m arks received. After facing a 
vocat ional exam inat ion, they m ay obtain a level two vocat ional qualificat ion cert ificate. Graduates 
of com plet ion year, who possess a graduat ion cert ificate and a level two vocat ional qualificat ion 



  

cert ificate m ay at tend upper secondary educat ion, following the m ethodology defined a year prior 
the beginning of each new school year. 

There is a final exam inat ion ( “H[DPHQ� GH� EDFDODXUHDW´)  at  the end of the upper cycle of 
/\FHXP.  The diplom a accom panying this exam inat ion ( “GLSORP �GH�EDFDODXUHDW´)  allows pupils to 
apply to take the ent rance exam inat ion for higher educat ion. Any pupil who com pletes upper 
secondary educat ion, with or without  a final leaving cert ificate, can apply to take the ent rance 
exam inat ion for post -secondary educat ion (however, m edical post -secondary schools require the 
“GLSORP �GH�EDFDODXUHDW´) . The postsecondary leaving cert ificate ( “FHUWLILFDW�GH�DEVROYLUH´)  grants 
students access to the labor m arket . 

 
��� (GXFDWLRQ�V\VWHPV�IRU�SHRSOH�LQ�VSHFLDO�QHHGV�
�
During the school year 2003/ 2004 the num ber of children with special educat ional needs 

(SEN)  in special schools was 27.299 and 11,493 were enrolled in m ainst ream  schools. 
Special educat ion is organized according to the type of deficiency (m ental, hearing, visual, 

m otor and associated)  and at  all levels of the pre-university educat ion. Som e special schools offer 
tuit ion in the language of m inorit ies. 

According to the type of deficiency, children part icipat ing in special educat ion m ay follow 
the m ainst ream  curriculum , a slight ly adapted curriculum  or a special curriculum . Schools do – 
gradually and to a different  extent  -  open up to the dem ands for a change in pedagogical work 
arising from  integrat ion and inclusion. Despite the support , som e severely disabled children and 
youths with SEN do not  at tend school. Som e of them  are educated at  hom e by teachers of the 
respect ive school;  som e of them  at tend day centers and receive their educat ion there. Others st ill 
do not  receive any school educat ion. 

 
��� 0HWKRGV�RI�WHDFKLQJ�
Teaching m ethods are not  im posed by official regulat ions, but  there are som e 

recom m endat ions concerning alternat ive textbooks, hom ework, and didact ic use of ICT. 
Methods of teaching and learning vary from  course to course, according to their academ ic 

content  .The m ethods of teaching aim  in Rom ania :  
• To build up a variety of problem at ic contexts able to generate links to the other fields 

related to the subject  m at ter studied; �
• To prom ote diversity in approaching problem  solving�
• To organize diverse learning act ivit ies�
• To build up learning sequences enabling act ivit ies of explorat ion/ invest igat ion on the 

concepts studied �
The m ethods that  m ay be considered are num erous, t radit ional include:  study case,  

workbooks, diaries, and lab notebooks, com puter-based m ethods (see below) , individual study 
and group work ( team  teaching) , eurist ical conversat ion, exercice, workshops and 
dem onst rat ions, independent  learning tasks, port folios, essays, dissertat ions and projects, 
distance learning, 

Teaching m ethods are the m ost  im portant  elem ents of the didact ic st rategy, represent ing 
it s execut ive side, by which a certain curriculum  is being put  into pract ice. 

Choosing a certain m ethod is closely related to the teacher’s personalit y, his professional 
t raining, his calling, as well as the learning skills of the group of pupils he works with. According to 
this perspect ive, the m ethods of teaching for act ive learning could be classified into:  

I .  Methods that  lead to the com prehension of concepts and ideas, value students’ 
experience, develop com m unicat ion, relat ional and m ental skills and aim  to the 
form at ion of an act ive at t itude towards learning:  discussion, debate, role playing, 
etc. 

I I .   Methods that  challenge the students’ intelligence and creat ivit y, determ ine them  
to search for and develop solut ions for various issues and encourage them  to 
com pare and analyze different  given situat ions:  case study, problem  solving, 
didact ic gam es, exercise, etc. 

I I I .  Methods through which the students are taught  to engage in product ive work with 
others and to develop their skills for collaborat ion and m utual help:  m osaic, 
projects for sm all groups, etc. 

Exam ples of m ethods aim ing to an at t itude towards the learning process 
7KH�GHEDWH�is based on a m utual and organized exchange of ideas and  



  

inform at ion, im pressions and views, crit icism s and opt ions regarding a certain subject . When 
using the debate, the students exercise their act ive listening and dialogue skills.  
 5ROH�SOD\LQJ� is based on the idea that  learning com es both from  direct  experience and 
sim ulated one. Sim ulat ion through role playing increases adaptabilit y and encourages 
interpersonal relat ionships. At  the sam e t im e, this m ethod helps develop crit ical thinking, 
speaking and em phat ic skills. 
 3UREOHP�VROYLQJ� is one of the m ost  useful learning m ethods and it  is based on certain 
pract ical or theoret ical difficult ies whose solut ion has to be the result  of the subject ’s own 
research. This m ethod encourages explorat ion, the student ’s independence and courage to sustain 
his posit ion and ideas, as well as an act ive working style. 
 'LVFXVVLRQ�QHWZRUN�is basically used for hum anist ic fields, where the given subject  allows 
cont radictory approaches. Discussion network can actually becom e the start ing point  for a debate, 
giving the students a chance to re- think their posit ion and analyze their argum ents regarding the 
issue to be debated upon. 
 %UDLQVWRUPLQJ�is one of the m ost  largely used m ethods, not  only in educat ion, but  also in 
business and advert ising environm ents, as it  st im ulates creat ivit y. Brainstorm ing opt im izes the 
developm ent  of interpersonal relat ionships:  we realize that  people we work with can be efficient , 
valuable and im portant . When using this m ethod, the students are challenged to becom e act ively 
involved in the learning process. 
 0RVDLF�is a learning m ethod that  im plies collaborat ion in which a large group of students is 
divided into sm aller groups, all coordinated by the teacher. This m ethod st im ulates self-esteem , 
as well as logical, cr it ical and independent  thinking. I t  helps develop relat ional and com m unicat ion 
skills within the group. 
 ³*UDSKLF�RUJDQL]HU´� is an act ive learning m ethod through which a schem e or a plan of 
ideas is drawn for a certain m aterial or inform at ion that  is to be analyzed orally or in writ ing. The 
graphic organizer is very useful for the teacher when he plans and evaluates his act ivit ies. 
 The global m eaning of act ive learning m ethods can be sum m arized in the following ideas:  
the focus is on the person (viewed as the purpose or the act ive subject -  as opposed to the person 
viewed as the m eans or the object ) , on the com plexity of it s existence and on interpersonal 
relat ionships. 
 

��� 7KH�XVH�RI�,&7�LQ�WKH�HGXFDWLRQDO�V\VWHP�
�

E- learning is a term  that  refers to different  m ethods of using technology to deliver t raining 
and inst ruct ional m aterials.  
E- learning m ethods range from  the use of m ainfram e com puters, radio, television, 

m ult im edia CD-ROMs, or DVDs, interact ive videos, and web based technology. 
Com m only used acronym s include com puter-based t raining (CBT) , com puter-based 

learning (CBL) , com puter-based inst ruct ion (CBI ) , com puter-based educat ion (CBE) , Web-based 
t raining (WBT) , I nternet -based t raining and Int ranet -based t raining ( IBT) . Distance learning 
plat form s like (e-college, Blackboard, WebCT, and m ost  recent ly Moodle)  are used for inst ructor-
led, web-based educat ion for online classes. 

E-Learning is com es in m any variat ions and often a com binat ion of the following:   
• Purely online -  no face- to- face m eet ings  
• Blended Learning -  com binat ion of online and face- to- face  
• Synchronous  
• Asynchronous  
• I nst ructor- led group  
• Self-study  
• Self-study with subject  m at ter expert   
• Web-based  
• Com puter-based (CD-ROM)   
• Video/ audio tape 

�
'HOLYHU\�0HWKRGV 
E-Learning is done over the WORLD WIDE WEB (WWW) or by CD-ROM, and som e 

variat ions (distance learning)  incorporate t radit ional m edia. Here are com m on delivery m ethods 
used in e- learning:  
)RU�SULQW��

• e- text   



  

• textbooks 
Video:                                                            Audio:                                           Review and 
Exam s 

-  Video st ream ing                                   -  St ream ing audio                                  -  
Elect ronic 
-  Video tape                                            -  Audio tape                                            
-  I nteract ive 
-  Satellite t ransm ission                                                                                         -  
Paper 
-  Cable 
 

&RPPXQLFDWLRQ��
Asynchronous                                                               Synchronous  

-  Em ail               -  Chat                                                        
-  List  serves        -  Videoconferencing 
-  Threaded discussion       -  Teleconferencing 
-  Web logs 
-  Forum s 

 
We will discuss about  the e- learning m ethods even from  the psychological aspects that  the 

students who use it  have. Lifestyles play a big role in the success of online learners too. These are 
the t raits that  successful online students possess, to varying degrees:   

• Self-Directed  
• Mot ivated  
• Com fortable with com puters  
• Able to use em ail, internet  browser, word processor  
• Like to read and write  
• I nquisit ive  
• Disciplined  
• I ndependent   
• Able to stay on task  
�

�
• 6(,�3URJUDP�

IT Based Educat ional System  (SEI )  is a com plex program  init iated by the Minist ry of Educat ion 
and Research in 2001, aim ing to offer ITC support  for the Rom anian educat ion system .  
The program  supports the educat ional reform  object ives according to the eEurope 2005 act ion 
plan init iated by the European Union and conform s to the European eLearning init iat ive.  
SEI  is im plem ented by a public-private partnership. The m ain com panies involved in SEI  
im plem entat ion are SIVECO Rom ania, HP Rom ania and IBM Rom ania. 
The IT-Based Educat ional System  (SEI  -  from  Rom anian "Sistem  Educat ional I nform at izat ")  is a 
com plex program  developed by the Rom anian Minist ry of Educat ion and Research (RMER)  with the 
m ain purpose of sustaining the teaching/ learning process with high technology in secondary 
schools and high schools. SEI  is aim ing to provide all schools in Rom ania with com plete IT 
solut ions for use in the teaching/ learning process. Also, the SEI  program  prom otes IT&C in 
educat ion through specific projects designed both for adm inist rat ive and educat ional purposes. 
SEI  is designed as an integrated nat ion-wide solut ion, com posed of an integrated network of local 
and regional solut ions. Each IT laboratory provided to schools is it self an integrated solut ion, 
ready to be used by teachers and pupils. The IT laboratories ( local solut ions)  are integrated into a 
logical network com prising all the schools in a region. All Rom anian regions are integrated into a 
nat ional network connected to and coordinated by the SEI  m anagem ent  unit  located in RMER. The 
SEI  Program  aim s to offer access to IT (com puters and Internet )  for all teachers and pupils in 
prim ary , secondary and high school in Rom ania. One of the m ain forecasted benefits of the 
Program  is insuring that  all graduates will be " IT literate". SEI  t r iggers m odificat ions to the school 
curricula, integrat ing new learning m ethods based on ITC. 
The m ain com ponents of the solut ion are:   

• hardware ( IT laboratories)   
• Learning & Content  Managem ent  Solut ion ( the AEL software system )   
• Educat ional software and elect ronic educat ional content ;   



  

• Teacher t raining;   
• I nternet  connect ivit y.  

The standardized high-school IT classroom  is com posed of 1 server, 25 workstat ions, printer, 
scanner, equipm ent  for networking and Internet  connect ivit y. Manufacturers configure the 
com puters with basic operat ing software:  operat ing system , em ail server and em ail clients, 
software firewall, office software and ant i- virus software. The backbone of the program  was the 
Learning and Content  Managem ent  System  AEL – Advanced eLearning, which was im plem ented in 
all 1,510 Rom anian high schools. AEL eLearning plat form  is an integrated teaching/ learning 
program  and content  m anagem ent  system , based on m odern educat ional principles and 
technologies. The AEL eLearning plat form  offers support  for teaching and learning, for tests and 
evaluat ions, for m anaging the educat ional content , for m onitoring the educat ional system  and 
creat ing the curricula. The im plem entat ion of the Program  is a com plex process and there have 
been m any crit ical aspects to be dealt  with during it s various phases, derived both from  the 
Program ’s scope and scale. The basic problem s faced by the Program  at  this m om ent  are:   

• Providing sufficient  access to technology for teachers and pupils;   
• Elaborat ion and validat ion of an official m ethodology for the use of IT in educat ion;  and  
• Teacher t raining.  

 The challenge rem ains to support  this nat ional wave and to at t ract  the parts of the system  
that  have not  yet  been involved.  

• $(/���$GYDQFHG�H/HDUQLQJ�
 
The e-Learning AEL system  is a m odern learning and m anagem ent  inst rum ent  for staff 

t raining and developm ent  within a com pany. AEL is intended for Com puter Assisted Learning – 
CAL that  m ay be also used for Com puter Based Learning. The system  is built  according to a 
flexible m odel both organizat ionally and with a view to the m anageable learning m aterials 
( interact ive sessions m ay be accom plished via m ult im edia facilit ies, video-conferences, and the 
presentat ions m ay contain m ost  types of known MS Office docum ents, (m ovies and other 
m ult im edia m aterials) . AEL is a prim arily flexible system  that  m ay be used in various languages, 
regions, per studying level and types of organizat ions. AEL is opt im ized for:  
��6\QFKURQRXV� OHDUQLQJ,  the t rainer ent irely cont rols the lesson, create, coordinates, adjusts 
and m onitors the educat ional environm ent ;  
�� $V\QFKURQRXV� OHDUQLQJ� – studying according to the personal rhythm  of the t rainees, 
collaborat ion projects and com puter based learning. I n addit ion, AEL has test ing facilit ies, in order 
to ant icipate the needs of the organizat ions for m easuring the im pact  and effect iveness of the 
learning program s with a view to the ongoing im provem ent  of em ployee perform ances. 

So far, SEI  has brought  to the Rom anian schools m ore than 530 elect ronic lessons. The 
eContent  is now available for free for teachers and students who are using it  in class.  
The subjects approached in the m ult im edia educat ional m aterials were selected by the Minist ry's 
com m issions, together with SIVECO Rom ania -  the software house who developed the eLearning 
plat form -specialists. The content  packages can be downloaded for free. 
1. The curricula of science and com puter science in the prim ary and secondary school 
  During the first  years of the prim ary school, one teacher is responsible for teaching 
everything within one subject  ( integrated teaching) . At  this educat ional level ICT elem ents are 
poorly represented in the exist ing curricula. We can find only som e general rem arks as, that  
�SXSLOV�VKRXOG�EH�DEOH�WR�XVH�,&7�DQG�ILQG� LQIRUPDWLRQ� LQ�GLIIHUHQW�VRXUFHV��DPRQJ�RWKHUV� LQ�WKH�
,QWHUQHW���
2. I n gym nasium  and in the upper secondary school ( lyceum )  pupils becom e acquainted with 
part icular science disciplines separately, e.g. chem ist ry, physics and biology and they part icipate 
also in the so-called “interdisciplinary paths” – integrated act ivit ies ( for exam ple ecological, 
health, m edia and culture paths) . Besides, at  the gym nasium  level pupils are exposed to 2 hours a 
week of obligatory subject  “com puter science”, which is called in Rom ania “inform at ica”.  
3. After gym nasium  the students are obliged to pass a nat ional test . Posit ive results of this 
exam inat ion will allow pupils to study at  the higher schools (Lyceum  Lower Cycle or Lyceum  Upper 
Cycle) . The curricula of this subject  include the following issues:  

• Operat ing system s. 
• Work with the com puter. 
• Ut ilit y software (graphics editors, text  editors, spreadsheets, databases) . 



  

• Mult im edia sources of inform at ion.  
• Algorithm s.  
• Languages of program m ing (Turbo Pascal, C+ + , Fox Pro)  
• Sim ulat ion and m odelling.  
 

����2QJRLQJ�5HIRUPV�DQG�7RSLFV�RI�'HEDWH�RQ�(GXFDWLRQ�LQ�5RPDQLD�
Rom anian educat ion system  is under cont inuous changes and im provem ents in various 

dom ains and levels, according to econom ic, social, polit ical and cultural changes ident ified within 
the society. 
$��3UH�XQLYHUVLW\�HGXFDWLRQ�
���([WHQVLRQ�RI�FRPSXOVRU\�HGXFDWLRQ�
Beginning with the 2003/ 04 school year, com pulsory educat ion has been extended from  8 to 10 
years as a result  of the changes in the Educat ion Act . 
���'HFUHDVLQJ�LQ�WKH�DJH�OLPLW�IRU�VWDUWLQJ�FRPSXOVRU\�HGXFDWLRQ�
Beginning with 2003/ 04 school year, pupils start  com pulsory educat ion at  the age of 6 instead of 
7. However, pupils m ay begin com pulsory educat ion at  the age of 7 provided that  their parents or 
legal representat ives put  forward a writ ten request . They m ay also start  before the age of 6 if 
they will reach the age of 6 unt il the end of the year and their psychosom at ic developm ent  is 
adequate enough. 
���$�QHZ�VWUXFWXUH�IRU�ORZHU�VHFRQGDU\�HGXFDWLRQ�

As a result  of the m odificat ion of the Educat ion Act , start ing from  the 2003/ 04 school year, 
lower secondary educat ion is com posed of 4 years of general lower secondary educat ion provided 
by *\PQDVLXP,  followed by 2 years of either general or specialized lower secondary educat ion 
provided by the lower cycle of high school ( “/LFHX´) , or vocat ional lower secondary educat ion 
provided by the Arts and Trades School ( “ùFRDO �GH�$UWH�úL�0HVHULL´) . 
���$�QHZ�VWUXFWXUH�IRU�SRVW�FRPSXOVRU\�XSSHU�VHFRQGDU\�HGXFDWLRQ�

As a result  of the new legislat ion, post -com pulsory upper secondary educat ion includes:  
-  A com plet ion year – following the graduat ion of Arts and Trades School and offering courses for 
cont inuat ion of studies in the upper cycle of high school ( “/LFHX´)  and a higher vocat ional 
qualificat ion;  
-  The upper cycle of high school – providing general and specialized courses and last ing 2 to 3 
years, depending on the dom ain of specializat ion. 
���&XUULFXOXP�UHIRUP�DLPV�DW��
-  Flexibilit y enhancem ent  of curriculum  and syllabi;  
-  Adaptat ion of the curriculum  for prim ary educat ion according to the new age group (6-10 
years) ;  
-  Designing of the new curriculum  for the two cycles of high school, this will be im plem ented in 
the 2004/ 05 school year;  
-  Designing of the new curriculum  for the Arts and Trades School and for the com plet ion year, this 
will be im plem ented in the 2004/ 05 school year, respect ively in the 2006/ 07 school year;  
-  Convenient  curriculum  adjustm ent  to individual learning and t raining needs and in accordance 
with the changes taking place in society;  
-  Skills developm ent  for:  creat ive and crit ical thinking, use of m odern technologies, problem -
solving, 
-  Use of acquired knowledge and com petencies in new contexts, related to concrete situat ions of 
real life;  
-  Use of com pulsory educat ion as a basis for the developm ent  of necessary skills and the guidance 
towards life long learning. 
���,QLWLDO�DQG�,Q�VHUYLFH�7UDLQLQJ�IRU�7HDFKHUV�DQG�6FKRRO�0DQDJHUV�
          The reform  of init ial and in-service teacher t raining enables teachers:  
-  To adopt  adequate teaching- learning st rategies, related to new object ives and contents specified 
in the new curriculum  fram ework plan;  
-  To use new evaluat ion m ethods of the educat ion process and of it s outcom es. 
          Two nat ional bodies have been set  up and em powered to m onitor changes in init ial and in-
service t raining for teachers and school m anagers:  the Nat ional Cent re for Training Pre-university 
Teachers and the Nat ional Cent re for Training Pre-university Managers. They have the following 
m ain tasks:  
-  To develop init ial and in-service t raining standards;  
-  To set  up criteria and m ethods for accreditat ion of t raining program m ers;  
-  To accredit  various in-service t raining program m ers based on nat ional standards;  



  

-  To elaborate the project  for in-service t raining financing from  various sources;  
-  To supervise the developm ent  of in-service t raining act ivit ies;  
-  To conceive t raining program m ers for awarding on the job confirm at ion and/ or didact ical 
degrees;  
-  To elaborate the new m ethodology for in-service t raining;  
-  To elaborate support  program m ers for j unior teachers;  
-  To establish developm ent  routes for the teaching profession;  
-  To conceive st rategies for pre-university init ial and in-service t raining;  
-  To assure a balance between supply and dem and on the t raining m arket ;  
-  To analyze the outcom es of t raining act ivit ies;  
-  To support  in-service t raining act ivit ies perform ed in Teacher Resource Centers. 
Besides the updat ing courses for professional developm ent , init ial and in-service teacher t raining 
include t raining sessions for the use of com puters as a teaching tool. 
���,PSURYHPHQW�RI�6FKRRO�0DQDJHPHQW�DQG�)LQDQFLQJ�

Reform  act ions related to the im provem ent  of school m anagem ent  and financing include:  
-  Training of school m anagers – so that  they can assum e responsibilit ies associated with the 
m anagem ent  of curricular, financial and hum an resources;  
-  Modernizat ion of inform at ion system  needed for educat ional m anagem ent  at  all levels;  
-  Im provem ent  of evaluat ion system s concerning the educat ion process;  
-  Developm ent  of adm inist rat ive and financial com petencies of school m anagers. 

The Nat ional Council for Financing of Pre-university Educat ion proposes financing st rategies 
and m ethods for public pre-university educat ional inst itut ions. 
���9RFDWLRQDO�(GXFDWLRQ�DQG�7UDLQLQJ��9(7��
The VET reform  concerns the following m ain aspects:  

í�(VWDEOLVKPHQW�RI�$UWV�DQG�7UDGHV�6FKRRO�
The new Arts and Trades School will replace the init ial t raining inst itut ions at  upper 

secondary level. I t  will provide com pulsory vocat ional educat ion to pupils wishing to at tend their 
vocat ional st ream . After graduat ion, pupils will be awarded a diplom a cert ifying their vocat ional 
com petencies, corresponding to the first  level of vocat ional qualificat ion. 

í�(VWDEOLVKPHQW�RI�FRPSOHWLRQ�\HDU�
The com plet ion year is conceived to facilitate to cont inuat ion of studies in the upper cycle of high 
school (post -com pulsory upper secondary educat ion)  and to provide a higher vocat ional 
qualificat ion. 

-  &XUULFXOXP�FKDQJHV�
Under the circum stances of st ill weak signals com ing from  the labor m arket , m ain st ream  

curricular areas are established allowing for m ult ilevel poly qualificat ion. This st rategic opt ion 
ensures increased vocat ional m obilit y qualificat ions and enhances opportunit ies for social 
integrat ion. Narrow specializat ion m odules can then be used within further vocat ional t raining. 
New subjects have been int roduced in curriculum , in order to prom ote equal opportunit ies and to 
give VET graduates the possibilit y to cont inue their studies, e.g. ICT, Ent repreneurial Educat ion, 
Civic Culture, Foreign Languages, Vocat ional Guidance and Counseling. 

-  'HYHORSPHQW�RI�VRFLDO�SDUWQHUVKLSV�
The local com m unity providing reliable inform at ion about  the local labor m arket  can 

suggest  adequate ways for m eet ing the dem and of certain qualificat ions. Further vocat ional 
t raining is carried out  within the educat ional system , using specific program m es init iated and 
organized by public or private inst itut ions, in the spir it  of social partnership. 
%��+LJKHU�HGXFDWLRQ�

Higher educat ion reform  is intended to facilitate the access to higher educat ion studies, to 
im prove the qualit y of educat ion and of scient ific research, to decent ralize the academ ic and 
financial m anagem ent  and to encourage academ ic and social partnerships. 

The developm ent  st rategy of Rom anian higher educat ion, defined for the period 2002-
2010, is focused on the com pat ibilit y assurance between Rom anian higher educat ion system  and 
other European system s. Som e of the m ain reform  act ions, related especially to Bologna 
Declarat ion, concern the following aspects:  

 4XDOLW\�DVVXUDQFH�
í�+LJKHU�H[SHFWDWLRQV�FRQFHUQLQJ�PDQDJHULDO�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV�RI�XQLYHUVLW\�OHDGHUV� 
í� +LJKHU� H[LJHQF\� UHODWHG� WR� XQLYHUVLW\� VWDII� SURPRWLRQ� DQG� LPSURYHPHQW� Rf contests for the 
select ion of high level staff;  
í�$�EHWWHU�VHOHFWLRQ�DQG�PRWLYDWLRQ�RI�VWXGHQWV� 
í�3URPRWLRQ�RI�LQWHUQDO�DQG�H[WHUQDO�HYDOXDWLRQ��DV�LQVWUXPHQWV�XVHIXO�IRU�TXDOLW\�DVVXUDQFH� 



  

 4XDOLILFDWLRQV�
í�$�EHWWHU�FRUUHODWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�KLJKHU�HGXFDWion qualificat ions and the labor m arket ;  
í�0RQLWRULQJ�RI�JUDGXDWHV¶�LQVHUWLRQ�ZLthin the labor m arket . 

 5HRUJDQL]DWLRQ�RI�WKH�WHDFKLQJ�SURFHVV�
í�3URPRWLRQ�RI�PRGXODU�V\VWHPV�EDVHG�RQ�XQLYHUVLW\�FRXUVHV�SDFNV� 
í�'HYHORSPHQW�RI�HGXFDWLRQ�SROLFLHV�UHODWHG�WR�H-Learning;  
í�$�FOHDU�HGXFDWLRQ�VWUXFWXUH�EDVHG�RQ�WKUHH�F\FOHV��%DFKHORU��0DVWHU��'RFWRUDWH�� 
í�$�KLJKHU�LPSRUWDQFH�JLYHQ�WR�WUDQVIHUDEOH�FUHGLWV�ZLWKLQ�KLJKHU�HGXFDWLRQ�DFWLYLW\� 

 3URPRWLRQ�RI�5RPDQLDQ�+LJKHU�(GXFDWLRQ�V\VWHP�LQWHJUDWLRQ�ZLWKLQ�WKH�(XURSHDQ�
V\VWHPV�DQG�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�FR�RSHUDWLRQ�
í�&RQVROLGDWLRQ�RI�WKH�UHIRUP�SURFHVV�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�HYROXWLRQ�RI�WKH�(XURSHDQ�+LJKHU Educat ion 
í� 3URPRWLRQ� RI� (XURSHDQ� FR-operat ion based on the European Program m es Socrates I I  and 
Leonardo I I  
í�)DFLOLWDWLRQ�RI�VWudent  and teacher exchanges between universit ies. 
�
$OWHUQDWLYH�HGXFDWLRQ�LQ�5RPDQLD���UHFHQW�GHYHORSPHQWV�
�

I n the 1990’s Rom ania a few alternat ive pedagogical approaches m anaged to m aterialize 
as alternat ives to the t radit ional public educat ion. Am ong these, we m ent ion:  Jena Plan, 
Montessori alternat ive, the Step by Step alternat ive and Waldorf alternat ive. All these form s of 
alternat ive educat ion are com ponents of the public, state sponsored educat ion, and not  of the 
private system . Several consequences derive from  that , which will subsequent ly be presented 
within each alternat ive 

6WUDWHJLHV�IRU�WHDFKLQJ�DQG�OHDUQLQJ�
-HQD�3ODQ�� I n the groups that  funct ion according to the principles of Jena plan, the focus is on 
direct , spontaneous educat ion, as it  is the m ost  natural and easy to assim ilate. The teacher has 
the role of support ing the children, but  is not  perm anent ly at  the cent re of the act ivit ies. Often the 
posit ion of authority is taken over by one or several children who assum e this authority or are 
invested with it  by the others with it . I n conclusion, one learns as m uch from  the teacher as from  
any other child (or group of children 3-5 years) .  
0RQWHVVRUL�$OWHUQDWLYH��Montessori pedagogy has a specific character as regards teaching and         
learning which, in their ent irety, m ust  support  and develop the capacit ies of younger children of 
being educated or educat ing them selves. I t  also answers som e tendencies and specific needs that  
any child has at  this age:  the need for m ovem ent , for refining his/ her senses, for developing 
com m unicat ion, for perform ing his/ her own, independent  act ivit ies, for knowing the natural the 
natural, social and cultural environm ent  of which he/ she is part , of acquir ing certain fundam ental 
cultural values. The didact ic act ivit ies that  aim  at  achieving these goals and are concerned with a 
part  of the overall st rategy of this pedagogy are carried out  through lessons and concrete 
presentat ions that  are held with the children individually, in sm all groups or with the ent ire group.  
:DOGRUI�$OWHUQDWLYH��The m ain teaching and learning st rategies are linked to the applicabilit y of 
what  we learn. From  the first  lessons the not ions are connected, by intuit ive discovery, with the 
child’s capacity for establishing a solid link with the environm ent . That  is why ready-m ade 
definit ions are avoided and in their stead the situat ions are presented when the pupil has to 
consciously and coherent ly infer the laws it  has studied. I ndividual work and case study are not  
ruled out  and t radit ional m ethods of form al educat ion are also used. I n this form  of educat ion, it  is 
essent ial to take into account  the capacity of the teacher him self to integrate in his own 
personalit y ’the enthusiast ic discoverer"  and the "hum anist  with art ist ic inclinat ions". 
7KH�6WHS�E\�6WHS�$OWHUQDWLYH��Within the Step by Step program m e, the condit ions are provided 
for the m eet ing of the basic requirem ent  of the program m e, nam ely, the individualizing of 
teaching;  this is so, because there are certain m inim al requirem ents about  the organizat ion of the 
learning environm ent  ( the existence of enough physical space for each classroom , the existence of 
act ivit y centers specific to each age group and the existence the m aterials characterist ic to each 
cent re of act ivit y) . Each child has at  his/ her disposit ion the space and m aterials needed for the 
developm ent  of the individual potent ial. The role of the teacher is to answer the needs of every 
child, using all the form s of organizat ion of the act ivit ies:  the frontal one ( the feeling of class 
com m unity) , group and individual act ivit ies. Another characterist ic of learning in the Step by step 
program m e is that  all children learn from  a wide range of direct  experiences. I n the Step by Step 
alternat ive, through the varied act ivit ies that  children carry out , the reaching by every child of the 
upper threshold of developm ent  in all respects is aim ed at . The basic principle in assessing the 
child’s perform ance is the relat ing to two system s of reference:  the previous perform ance of the 



  

child and the perform ance st ipulated by the psychological port rait  of a child belonging to a certain 
age group. For this purpose, files for each child are created, containing all their works, as well as 
assessm ent  books devised by the specialists working on this alternat ive. What  characterizes 
assessm ent  within the Step by Step alternat ive is the fact  that  it  is a qualitat ive assessm ent  and 
not  a quant itat ive one. 
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