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��� '(6&5,37,21�2)�('8&$7,21�6<67(0�
�
�

���� (GXFDWLRQ�SRSXODWLRQ�
�
The educat ion system  in Slovenia includes:  

1. Pre-school educat ion  

2. Basic educat ion (single st ructure of prim ary and lower secondary educat ion)   

3. (Upper)  secondary educat ion  

• short - term  vocat ional educat ion and secondary vocat ional educat ion  

• secondary technical educat ion and secondary general educat ion  

4. Post -secondary vocat ional educat ion  

5. Higher educat ion  

• undergraduate educat ion (of the professionally oriented and academ ic 
type)   

• post -graduate educat ion at  levels:   

• VSHFLDOL]DFLMD and PDJLVWHULM  
• GRNWRUDW  

 
6SHFLILF�SDUWV�RI�V\VWHP���

6. Adult  educat ion  

7. Music and dance educat ion  

8. Special needs educat ion  

9. Modified program m es and program m es in ethnically and linguist ically m ixed areas  
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���� �/DQJXDJH�RI�LQVWUXFWLRQ�
Slovene is the official language in the Republic of Slovenia. I n the areas with the I talian 
and the Hungarian m inority, I talian and Hungarian, respect ively, are also official 
languages. 

I n areas with Slovene and I talian populat ion that  are defined as areas with nat ionally 
m ixed populat ion, certain YUWFL (pre-school inst itut ions)  and ãROH ( schools)  offer 
inst ruct ion in I talian. I n pre-school inst itut ions and schools with Slovene as the language 
of inst ruct ion children also learn I talian and vice versa.  

I n areas with Slovene and Hungarian populat ion, YUWFL (pre-school inst itut ions)  and ãROH 
( schools)  provide bilingual educat ion in Slovene and Hungarian (bilingual pre-school 
inst itut ions and schools) .  

I n com pliance with internat ional agreem ents, children of Slovene em igrants and m igrant  
workers are offered language courses in their m other tongue and courses in their 
nat ional culture. Courses are provided in the count ries where they live. 

I n com pliance with internat ional agreem ents, com pulsory-school-age children of Slovene 
cit izens that  live in Slovenia and whose m other tongue is not  Slovene are offered 
language courses in their m other tongue and courses in their nat ional culture;  courses in 
the Slovene language m ay also be offered.  

Com pulsory-school-age children of foreign cit izens and stateless persons that  live in the 
Republic of Slovenia have the r ight  to educat ion under the sam e condit ions as the 
cit izens of the Republic of Slovenia. They at tend Slovene schools with inst ruct ion in 
Slovene. Addit ional courses in their m other tongue and nat ional culture are provided in 
com pliance with internat ional agreem ents. 

I n com pliance with a special statutory inst rum ent  issued by the Minister of Educat ion, JLPQD]LMH (general upper secondary schools)  and secondary technical and vocat ional 
schools can addit ionally offer parts of individual subjects in foreign languages to facilitate 
internat ional exchanges or prepare students for the internat ional baccalaureate 
exam inat ion.  

Higher educat ion courses are provided in Slovene throughout  the whole state. On 
principle, YLVRNRãROVNL� ]DYRGL (higher educat ion inst itut ions)  m ay offer com plete study 
program s or parts of them  in a foreign language if so provided by their statutes. Public 
and concessionaire private higher educat ion inst itut ions provide the study of foreign 
languages in those languages. I n addit ion to that , parts of study program m es m ay be 
offered in foreign languages if JRVWXMRþL� YLVRNRãROVNL� XþLWHOML ( visit ing professors)  from  
abroad part icipate in their provision;  com plete program m es m ay be offered in a foreign 
language only under the condit ion that  the inst itut ions also offer the sam e program m es 
in Slovene. 

�
���� 3ODQQLQJ�IXQFWLRQV�DQG�H[WHQW�RI�SXEOLF�VHFWRU�IXQGHG�HGXFDWLRQ�

Within the educat ion system , the resources for funding public services are provided by 
the State budget  and by the m unicipal budgets. The State budget  covers the following 
fields in their ent irety:  higher educat ion inst itut ions and post -secondary vocat ional 
colleges, secondary schools and secondary school students’ halls of residence, and 
schools and inst itut ions for children with special needs. I t  covers salaries and part ly 
covers equipm ent  costs in com pulsory educat ion and all the other tasks required to 
im prove qualit y within the educat ion system . The State co- funds adult  educat ion. 

Local com m unit ies provide a proport ion of the resources for elem entary school educat ion 
( investm ents and m aintenance, but  also equipm ent  expenses) , elem entary m usic 
educat ion and pre-school educat ion. Elem entary m usic schools and pre-school 
inst itut ions are also financed from  parents’ cont r ibut ions. Parents cover the expenses for 
part  of the course according to their financial possibilit ies. Local com m unit ies provide 
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funding from  their own resources ( taxes, incom e taxes, etc.) . The econom ically 
underdeveloped m unicipalit y, which is unable to finance it self from  these resources, 
receives addit ional finances from  the State budget .  

The law st ipulates in which cases resources can be obtained with cont r ibut ions from  
students, apprent ices and adults to cover opt ional and advanced courses. I n elem entary 
m usic schools, pupils pay a fee to cover the cost  of m aterials for the curriculum , and all 
other expenses are covered by the local com m unity. Furtherm ore, schools can obtain a 
State cont r ibut ion towards all non-com pulsory and non-standard services. Everyone 
unable to pay for reasons of social status is subsidised by the State. I n secondary and 
tert iary educat ion, part - t im e students pay fees. 

The am ount  of resources allocated to public schools from  the State and m unicipal 
budgets is determ ined on the basis of norm s and standards issued by the Minister of 
Educat ion. Councils of experts and representat ive associat ions are also involved in the 
acceptance process. Norm s and standards specify the m easures to be im plem ented for 
the form at ion of classes and groups, and therefore also the standards and norm s for 
determ ining the num ber of em ployees required and the m easurem ents used to calculate 
the m aterial expenses of each group.  

I n the higher educat ion field, the State is responsible for the allocat ion of resources 
needed to carry out  the Higher Educat ion Master Plan (QDFLRQDOQL� SURJUDP� YLVRNHJD�ãROVWYD) . I t  defines the criteria for carrying out  higher educat ion act ivit ies and determ ines 
the fram ework budget  for their im plem entat ion. The State provides funds for salaries, 
direct  costs and a proport ion of the m aintenance costs for buildings and equipm ent ;  this 
is based on criteria taking into account  the type and scope of higher educat ion curricula 
and the num ber of students and graduates. Higher educat ion inst itut ions m ust  com ply 
with the legislat ion in force when spending budgetary funds. I n the case of non-State 
sources, they can allocate resources on the basis of their own priorit ies. The State helps 
fund the act ivit ies of certain private professional inst itut ions of higher educat ion on the 
basis of a "concession agreem ent " . Public higher educat ion inst itut ions m anage the 
property used by them  for their act ivit ies. On the basis of priorit ies, the State provides 
the m ajor part  of resources for investm ents in new prem ises and equipm ent  and their 
m aintenance. I t  also takes care of the const ruct ion of student  housing and subsidises the 
accom m odat ion of students in student  residence halls and their m eals. I t  m anages the 
higher educat ion infrast ructure and the ext racurricular act ivit ies of students.  

The Law regulat ing higher educat ion was changed in 1999. A new system  of lum p sum  
financing has been out lined. I t  is based on five categories of costs, start ing with social 
sciences as the basic category and going up to m edicine and arts as the highest  one. The 
form ula for the calculat ion of funding takes into account  enrolm ent  num bers and 
num bers of graduates. Such system  will bring m ore financial autonom y to higher 
educat ion inst itut ions and will increase their responsibilit y, especially the responsibilit y 
for the qualit y of studies.  

�
���� 3UH�SULPDU\�HGXFDWLRQ�

Pre-school educat ion, offered by pre-school inst itut ions, is not  com pulsory. I t  includes 
children between the ages of 1 and 6. The curriculum  is divided in two cycles ( from  1 to 
3 and from  3 to 6) . The new curriculum  prom otes different  types of program m e such as:  
day, half-day and short  program m es. There is also possibilit y of childm inders, pre-school 
educat ion at  hom e or occasional care of children in their hom es. The Curriculum  for Pre-
school I nst itut ions was approved by Council of Experts and it  defines six areas of 
act ivit ies:  m ovem ent , language, art , nature, society and m athem at ics. The goals set  in 
individual fields of act ivit ies provide the fram ework for select ion of contents and act ivit ies 
by teachers.  

 

�
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���� &RPSXOVRU\�IXOO�WLPH�HGXFDWLRQ�
Basic educat ion has been extended from  eight  years to nine. This has been done 
gradually. The im plem entat ion of the nine-year basic educat ion began in the 1999/ 2000 
school year.  

’Basic’ educat ion is provided by elem entary schools, elem entary schools for children with 
special needs and inst itut ions for the educat ion and t raining of children with m ore severe 
developm ental difficult ies. Two of the elem entary schools are internat ional, one in English 
and the other in French is private. 

The com pulsory educat ion is free of charge for children and young persons. So far, no 
fees have been int roduced. However, pupils have to pay their share for the textbooks 
and learning m aterials they use, and for their m eals. Their t ransport  costs are refunded 
by the local com m unity.�
�

������ 3KDVHV�
Com pulsory educat ion is referred to as ’basic’ educat ion (RVQRYQRãROVNR�L]REUDåHYDQMH) . 
I t  lasts 8 years ( from  the age of 7 to the age of 15)  and takes place in elem entary 
schools. According to the law on pre-prim ary inst itut ions, a one-year pre-prim ary classes 
preparing children from  6 to 7 years of age for elem entary school is also com pulsory. I n 
the 9-year com pulsory elem entary school schooling is prolonged by one year by an 
earlier start , children are required to start  school at  the age of 6 instead of 7. 

’Basic’ educat ion is divided into two educat ion cycles each last ing four years:  the first  
stage from  class 1 to class 4 and the second stage from  class 5 to class 8. Nine-year 
basic educat ion is divided into 3 three-year cycles (so called “ t r iads” ) .  

Elem entary schools provide the com pulsory and extended curriculum . The com pulsory 
curriculum  m ust  be provided by school and studied by all pupils. I t  consists of 
com pulsory subjects, elect ives, hom e- room  periods and act ivit y days (culture, science, 
sports, technology) . The opt ional elem entary school curriculum  m ust  be provided by 
school but  pupils are free to decide whether they will part icipate in it  or not . I t  includes 
educat ional assistance for children with special needs, rem edial classes, addit ional 
classes, after-school care and other form s of care for pupils, interest  act ivit ies and out -
of-school classes.  

�
������ $GPLVVLRQ�FULWHULD�

I n the 9-year elem entary schools parents enroll children whose sixth birthday occurs in 
the calendar year of their school ent ry into the first  grade of elem entary school.  

The level of readiness required to start  school is defined by a special school com m it tee. 
The school com m it tee includes the pre-prim ary teacher who has taught  the pre-prim ary 
classes ( i.e. the teacher who has been preparing the child for elem entary school) , the 
school doctor and the school psychologist . The criteria used to determ ine the child's 
readiness are:  the psychological and physical developm ent  of the individual child 
throughout  the ent ire pre-prim ary period ( from  1 to 6 years of age) , his/ her liv ing 
condit ions and the circum stances determ ining his/ her success in 'basic' educat ion. 

 

������ /HQJKW�RI�WKH�VFKRRO�GD\�ZHHN�\HDU�
The school year starts on 1 Septem ber and ends on 31 August . Sum m er holidays last  8 
to 9 weeks in July and August . I n Slovenia there are also Autum n, Christm as-New Year, 
Winter and the first  of May holidays and there are three addit ional days off at  the m ost . 
Pupils at tend school from  Monday to Friday. The num ber of com pulsory weekly lessons is 
increased in higher classes ( from  20.5 lessons a week in the 1st  grade to 29 lessons a 
week in the 8th grade) . A lesson lasts 45 m inutes. A school year com prises 38 weeks 



 7 

with classes and other act ivit ies. The classes are held in the m orning and usually start  at  
8 a.m . After the classes, the children can have lunch at  school. After school, care is also 
organised for children from  the 1st  to the 4th class.  

All other act ivit ies, such as opt ional or supplem entary classes and leisure act ivit ies are 
usually organised after school. As a rule, classes are given in the m orning in elem entary 
schools. Only few schools carry out  classes in the afternoon because of the lack of space. 
I f necessary, m orning care is organised for the youngest  pupils in the m orning before 
regular classes start . Day care is organised for pupils that  need care and st ructured 
assistance in their hom ework. Care is organised also for com m ut ing pupils. 

�
������ &ODVV�VL]H���VWXGHQW�JURXSLQJ��DYHUDJH��

I n prim ary school ( com pulsory educat ion)  classes there are m axim um  28 pupils. Foir 
laboratory or group work they are split  in sm aller groups if there are m ore than 21 pupils 
in that  class.  

For sports educat ion pupils are split  in groups by sex (a group for gir ls and a group of 
boys is form ed) . 

�
������ &XUULFXODU�FRQWURO�DQG�FRQWHQW�

The present  curriculum  is based on the curriculum  docum ent  The program m e of life and 
work of the elem entary school (1984 with addit ions unt il 1997) , which includes guidelines 
for work, the weekly schedule of subjects and the curricula for the subjects. Elem entary 
schools organise the core curriculum  and the ext racurricular act ivit ies and opt ional 
classes. The weekly schedule of subjects is defined at  nat ional level and, in addit ion to 
classes, includes daily act ivit ies, supplem entary classes, opt ional classes and other 
educat ional act ivit ies.  

The Program  of Work and Life consists of guidelines for the organisat ion of work in 
elem entary schools, annual and weekly schedule of com pulsory subjects (m other tongue, 
foreign language, social and natural sciences, geography, history, biology, chem ist ry, 
physics, m athem at ics, drawing, m usic, physical educat ion, technology, hom e econom ics, 
first  aid course, com m unity work, days of culture, science days and sport  days) , opt ional 
com pulsory act ivit ies and syllabi for individual subjects with inst ruct ion for their 
provision. Opt ional com pulsory act ivit ies help pupils to develop their interests and 
abilit ies and spend their free t im e in a well organised m anner. Pupils freely choose them , 
although they are expected to part icipate in at  least  one act ivit y;  they often choose 
am ong elect ive subjects. I n addit ional to syllabi of com pulsory subjects, the Council of 
Experts also adopted the syllabi of opt ional subjects.  

Opt ional subjects (or elect ives)  are not  defined by the annual and weekly schedule. They 
are offered by schools for pupils to freely choose am ong them . Foreign languages, 
including Lat in, and com puter literacy courses are given in m ost  cases. Pupils’ 
achievem ents in elect ives are m arked but  the m arks do not  influence their grade point  
average.  

The classes are arranged according to the subject  curricula which are topic oriented and 
are docum ented (daily notes, teacher’s preparat ion) . The curricula were revised and are 
process oriented. As regards the core weekly schedule of subjects, all pupils are taught  
the sam e subjects at  the sam e level. Opt ional com pulsory act ivit ies and opt ional subjects 
are carried out  throughout  the school year, or in the form  of short  courses, in the 
following areas:  foreign languages, research, culture and arts, sports, health care, 
hum an sciences and technologies, especially com puter literacy. The school gives every 
pupil the privilege to select  two act ivit ies. 1 hour a week at  first  level and 1.5 hour a 
week at  second level is opt ional com pulsory for pupils.  
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The school organises supplem entary classes for the pupils of all classes who are either 
weaker ( rem edial classes)  at  that  part icular t im e or in general. Pupils can at tend classes 
in a subject  of their choice generally one hour per week. At  second stage, the school 
organises addit ional classes for talented pupils where they can get  wider and deeper 
knowledge of the subject . They also prepare for different  com pet it ions between schools 
at  regional and nat ional level.  

Schools also organise open-air classes with swim m ing lessons in the sum m er and skiing 
lessons in winter. Since the weekly schedule of subjects is unified in the present  8-year 
com pulsory educat ion system , there is no division into orientat ion and t ransit ion periods.  

While the weekly schedule of subjects determ ine in detail the curriculum  content , the 
teaching m ethods are at  the professional discret ion of the teachers. There is a variety of 
teaching m aterial on the m arket  that  schools buy regularly and that  teachers use in 
class.  

Teachers choose the textbooks they will use in the following school year from  a list  
approved by the governing body, the Council of experts of the Republic of Slovenia for 
General Educat ion. The school then inform s the parents and pupils of their choice.  

�
������ $VVHVVPHQW��SURJUHVVLRQ�DQG�TXDOLILFDWLRQV�

Pupils are assessed in all subjects (descript ive and num erical assessm ent )  cont inuously 
on the basis of:  oral quest ions, writ ten, art ist ic, technical, pract ical and project  work and 
perform ance. At  the end of the school year, overall achievem ent  is defined according to 
the m arks obtained in individual subjects. A pupil’s overall achievem ent  can be:  
excellent , very good, good, sat isfactory or unsat isfactory. During the school year, the 
m arks are used for diagnost ic purposes. The teacher is responsible for assessm ent . I f a 
pupil does not  agree with the m ark, there are som e com plaint  procedures. Also, the 
school staff or an external party is involved if a com plaint  is lodged concerning the final 
m ark given at  the end of the school year.  

I n the 9-year basic educat ion system  descript ive assessm ent  is used in the first  three 
classes.  

Pupils usually advance to a higher class. I f they fail in a subject , they can either go on to 
the next  class on the basis of the overall sat isfactory achievem ent  m ark (but  not  if they 
fail the sam e subject  two years running)  or repeat  the year if they fail on the basis of 
overall achievem ent . This is decided by the Teachers’ Assem bly. A pupil can also repeat  
the grade at  the parents’ request  subject  to the approval of the Teachers’ Assem bly.  

At  the end of the 8th class ( i.e. 8 years of com pulsory schooling)  or at  the end of the 9th 
class ( in the 9-year system ) , pupils also receive a special docum ent  that  cert ifies that  
they have com pleted com pulsory educat ion and gives the m arks and overall achievem ent  
m arks obtained in the final year. At  the end of the elem entary school, the m arks are 
used as the select ion criteria by (upper)  secondary schools with lim ited adm issions. The 
m arks are then also used as the criteria for obtaining a grant . The results of assessm ents 
are passed on throughout  the school and are taken into account  when the pupil reaches 
the final year.  

An external essessm ent  that  is not  com pulsory takes place at  the end of 6th grade (2nd 
t r iad) . 

On leaving school, at  the end of the 8th (9th)  grade, there is a com m on external 
assessm ent  ( i.e. all the pupils take the test  at  the sam e t im e)  of knowledge in the 
m other tongue and m athem at ics which is com pulsory. The result  of the test  is one of the 
select ion criteria used by secondary schools that  have lim ited adm issions.  

I n the 9-year ‘basic’ educat ion system  a tenth year of educat ion has been planned for 
pupils who fail or who wish to im prove their results in the external knowledge 
assessm ent . 
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Successful com plet ion of basic educat ion enables pupils to proceed to educat ion in their 
choice of secondary school. Pupils who fulfil the legal com pulsory educat ion requirem ent  
and successfully com plete at  least  six classes in the eight -year elem entary school or at  
least  seven classes in the nine-year elem entary school can cont inue their educat ion in a 
short - term  vocat ional educat ion program m e. Success at  that  level opens doors to other 
m ore dem anding secondary school program m es. 

�
�

���� 8SSHU�VHFRQGDU\�DQG�SRVW�VHFRQGDU\�HGXFDWLRQ�
 

A. (UPPER)  SECONDARY EDUCATION 

������ 7\SHV�RI�HGXFDWLRQ�
Secondary educat ion in Slovenia caters for young people from  15 to 18-19 years of age 
and is free of charge. After finishing the com pulsory 8-  or 9-year ’basic’ educat ion 
course, the pupils can enter any of the secondary educat ion courses, which last  from  2.5 
to 4 years and lead either direct ly to the labour m arket  or to postsecondary vocat ional, 
higher professionally oriented courses or to academ ic courses. All secondary schools are 
coeducat ional. Students of both sexes are grouped hom ogeneously.  

Secondary schools offer the following curricula:   

1. general educat ion:  4 years (general educat ion curriculum  of the JLPQD]LMD;  
classical JLPQD]LMD;  specialized JLPQD]LMD;  I nternat ional Baccalaureate) .  

2. technical educat ion:  4-year curriculum  from  different  areas;  the educat ion 
curricula in the upgrading system  of vocat ional- technical educat ion (SRNOLFQR�WHKQLãNR�L]REUDåHYDQMH)  -  3 years +  2 years) ;  different ial program m es to bridge 
the gap between 3-year and 4-year curricula;  advanced technical educat ion 
courses for adults.  

3. short - term  and secondary vocat ional educat ion:  2-and-a-half year and 3-year 
curriculum ;  3-year vocat ional curriculum  for the dual system .  

4. post -secondary non- tert iary vocat ional courses:  from  6 m onths to 1 year 
curriculum .  

�
������ $GPLVVLRQ�FULWHULD�

The t ransit ion from  elem entary to secondary school is regulated at  nat ional level 
according to the following phases:  pre-enrolm ent  announcem ent  invit ing pupils to apply 
for adm ission to secondary schools, the " inform at ion day", applicat ion to the secondary 
school, general announcem ent  of the num ber of candidates according to the available 
places, non-com pulsory group assessm ent  at  the end of the 8th (9th)  class of the 
elem entary school and then the final phase -  adm ission to schools (with the 1st , 2nd and 
3rd choice of school) , which is organised at  nat ional level. After this procedure (during 
the holidays)  and after the holidays it  is possible to enrol in schools that  have any places 
left .  

I n the case of lim ited adm ission, the following form  the select ion criteria:  the overall 
achievem ent  and grades in the m other tongue, m athem at ics and the foreign language 
( from  5th/ 6th to 8th/ 9th class)  and the achievem ents in the group assessm ent  of the 
m other tongue and m athem at ics. Schools also have addit ional assessm ents based on 
specific skills.  

 

�
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������ &XUULFXODU�FRQWURO�DQG�FRQWHQW�
I n 1995, the m atura exam inat ion was adopted as the general adm ission condit ion for 
higher educat ion. The int roduct ion of the m atura exam inat ion also affected the 
developm ent  of technical schools. At  first  they offered m atura classes for pupils who 
decided to take m atura exam inat ion and to cont inue their educat ion at  the academ ic 
higher educat ion. Students of technical schools take vocat ional m atura (SRNOLFQD�PDWXUD)  
as a form  of final exam . 

Overall responsibilit y for the PDWXUD and for the rules and procedures of adm inist rat ion 
lies with the Nat ional Matura Com m ission, which is m ade up of representat ives from  the 
two universit ies, the Secondary School Associat ion, the Minist ry of Educat ion and Sport , 
the Council of experts of the Republic of Slovenia for General Educat ion, the Slovenian 
Academ y of Science and Arts and the Nat ional Subject  Com m issions. The exam inat ion 
papers and m arking schem es are set  by the Nat ional Subject  Com m issions, which are 
also responsible for m arking the students’ scripts.  

The work of the curricular review for vocat ional educat ion is supported and assisted by 
the Cent re for Vocat ional Educat ion and t raining and the Slovenian Cent re for Adult  
Educat ion.�
�

������ $VVHVVPHQW��SURJUHVVLRQ�DQG�TXDOLILFDWLRQV�
The school year is divided into three assessm ent  periods. The subjects are assessed by 
the teachers. I n each assessm ent  period, the grades are usually oral and writ ten and are 
num erical. The assessm ent  scale is from  1 to 5, where 1 m eans that  the pupil did not  
show the sat isfactory level of knowledge. At  the end of the school year, an overall 
achievem ent  grade is awarded depending on all grades in individual subjects. Pupils go 
on to the next  class if they have passed all the subjects and have m et  all the other 
condit ions set  by the curriculum . At  the end of the school year, pupils can retake the 
exam s in a m axim um  of three subjects they failed.  

The Nat ional Exam inat ion Cent re is responsible for print ing and dist r ibut ing papers and 
for collect ing and analysing results data of PDWXUD� H[DPV.  Furtherm ore, it  plays a 
cent ral role in support ing the subject  com m issions and cont rolling the qualit y of quest ion 
papers. The degree of com plexity of the content  and the organisat ion of the m atura are 
the sam e for the JLPQD]LMD curr iculum  and all technical curricula.  

The PDWXUD is an external exam inat ion in five subjects required for adm ission to 
academ ic higher educat ion courses. There are both com pulsory subjects and opt ional 
subjects. The com pulsory subjects are m other tongue, m athem at ics and foreign 
language. All other subjects that  are a part  of the com pulsory JLPQD]LMD syllabus are 
opt ional. Pupils have to choose two subjects. After com plet ing the vocat ional curriculum , 
pupils receive a cert ificate of achievem ent , which is a public docum ent . Pupils are 
awarded a m atura cert ificate after com plet ing the general curriculum  and the m atura 
exam inat ion.  

After com plet ing the technical curriculum , they receive a final exam inat ion cert ificate 
with the t it le of the course and the qualificat ion they have achieved. After com plet ing the 
technical curriculum , the qualificat ion of technician is obtained ( the qualificat ion specifies 
the relevant  occupat ion or range of occupat ions) . A student  that  successfully finished 
four years of educat ion in secondary technical school takes vocat ional m atura (SRNOLFQD�PDWXUD)  in front  of com m ission (board of exam iners)  where m em bers are not  only 
teachers but  also experts proposed by the appropriate cham ber of em ployers.  

The cert ificate of com plet ion, VSULþHYDOR� R� SRNOLFQL� PDWXUL,  gives ent ry to the labour 
m arket  in specific occupat ions, and a possibilit y to cont inue educat ion in vocat ional 
colleges (YLãMH� VWURNRYQR� L]REUDåHYDQMH)  or in professionally oriented tert iary courses 
(YLVRNR�VWURNRYQR�L]REUDåHYDQMH) .  
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The teacher assesses knowledge of students LQ� YRFDWLRQDO� FRXUVHV cont inuously, in 
every grading period the student  has to be graded at  least  twice. The educat ion 
program m e defines com pulsory m ethods for grading knowledge. Mainly it  is oral 
exam inat ion;  for Slovenian language, foreign language and professional arithm et ic the 
assessm ent  is also writ ten.  

Knowledge of subjects is m arked using a fivem ark scale from  1 to 5. Mark 1 
(unsat isfactory)  is negat ive ( fail) , others:  2 (sat isfactory) , 3 (good) , 4 (very good)  and 5 
(excellent )  are posit ive (pass) . I f a student  did not  obtain a posit ive m ark in at  least  
three subjects or in case of absence (because of an illness or other excusable reasons)  
has not  been graded at  all in individual subjects, the grading with exam inat ions is 
allowed.  

A student  that  has successfully finished two and half years of educat ion in VKRUW�WHUP�
YRFDWLRQDO�VFKRRO takes final exam inat ion (]DNOMXþQL�L]SLW)  in front  of com m ission (board 
of exam iners)  where m em bers are not  only teachers but  also experts proposed by the 
appropriate cham ber of em ployers.  

Final exam inat ion (=DNOMXþQL�L]SLW)  has a theoret ical and a pract ical part . The theoret ical 
part  has writ ten and oral parts in Slovenian language, the pract ical part  represents a 
product  or a service and an oral representat ion where the candidate proves a connect ion 
of technical theory, knowledge and pract ical skills.  

A student  that  successfully finished three years of educat ion in VHFRQGDU\�YRFDWLRQDO�
VFKRRO takes final exam inat ion (]DNOMXþQL� L]SLW)  in front  of a com m ission (board of 
exam iners)  com posed of m em bers that  are not  only teachers but  also experts proposed 
by the appropriate cham ber of em ployers.  

Final exam inat ion has a theoret ical and a pract ical part . Apprent ices (YDMHQFL)  that  
finished secondary vocat ional educat ion in dual system  (GXDOQL�VLVWHP)  take pract ical part  
of final exam inat ion in front  of the com m ission (board of exam iners)  of the appropriate 
cham ber of em ployers. The theoret ical part  has writ ten and oral part  in the Slovenian 
language, and writ ten and oral part  from  subjects of specialisat ion, pract ical part  is a 
product  or a service with explanat ion where candidate is proving also the connect ion 
between technical theory knowledge and pract ical skills.  

A successful student  receives final exam inat ion cert ificate (VSULþHYDOR� R� ]DNOMXþQHP�L]SLWX) . 

�
�
B)  POST-SECONDARY NON-TERTIARY VOCATIONAL COURSES (32./,&1,�7(ý$-,)   

A t ransit ion possibilit y from  general educat ion to vocat ional educat ion is available in the 
form  of post -secondary non- tert iary vocat ional courses. These courses are designed for 
graduates of JLPQD]LMD who wish to enter the labour m arket  or cont inue professionally 
oriented higher educat ion. They take six m onths to one year, and end with a final exam . 
Students get  a technical-vocat ional qualificat ion. The im plem entat ion of these courses 
started on pilot  bases in 1996-1997.  

Another innovat ion in the VET system  are m aster craft , forem en and m anagerial 
preparatory courses and exam inat ions which started in 1998.  

�
�
�
C)  POST-SECONDARY EDUCATION 

Post -secondary vocat ional educat ion was int roduced by the new law on vocat ional and 
technical educat ion (1996) . The int roduct ion of post -secondary vocat ional colleges is 



 12 

being organised with the help of EU PHARE Program m e. In academ ic year 1996-1997, 
the first  5 higher vocat ional colleges were set  up by the State in co-operat ion with the 
m unicipalit y, and one was set  up by a com m ercial firm . They offer 2-year post -secondary 
vocat ional courses that  are designed as a part icular form  of tert iary educat ion but  are 
m arkedly pract ical in content  and are dist inct  from  higher educat ion ( from  professionally 
oriented and academ ic courses) . I n these courses, pract ical t raining accounts for around 
40%  of the curriculum  and is com pleted within com panies. 

We can thus say that  post -secondary vocat ional educat ion is organised in parallel with 
higher educat ion, and not  as an integral part  thereof.  

2UJDQLVDWLRQ��DGPLVVLRQ��VFKRRO�\HDU�
The ent rance requirem ent  for post -secondary vocat ional colleges is com plet ion of an 
appropriate 4-year secondary technical school or JLPQD]LMD.  I t  is also possible to enrol in 
a post -secondary vocat ional college after com plet ing an appropriate 3-year secondary 
vocat ional school, three years of working pract ice and addit ional (ent rance)  exam s ( in 
m other tongue and m athem at ics or a foreign language) . I n the event  of lim ited 
adm issions due to too m any applicat ions, the candidates are selected on the basis of 
their achievem ent  in pract ical educat ion i.e. pract ice-oriented subjects in secondary 
school. The school year lasts from  1 Septem ber to 31 August . I t  is divided into two 
sem esters, together last ing 34 weeks. The weekly obligat ion of a high school student  is 
25 hours of lectures, exercises and sem inars. All form s of academ ic work can last  up to 
35 hours per week. Pract ical educat ion is either spread over the year or condensed at  the 
end of each year;  around 40%  of the curriculum  is devoted to pract ical t raining within 
com panies. Up to 8%  of the curriculum  are opt ional com pulsory subjects.  

$VVHVVPHQW��
Assessm ent  of knowledge in vocat ional colleges is regulated by special rules (Rules 
Regulat ing Assessm ent  of Knowledge, Public Docum ents, and Student  Records in 
Vocat ional Colleges) . Knowledge is assessed by exam inat ions, exercises, and sem inar 
papers. Furtherm ore, knowledge is assessed on a regular basis by m idterm  
exam inat ions. I n exercises, knowledge is assessed by evaluat ing graphical and technical 
projects, project  work, services, presentat ions, and sim ilar act ivit ies. Pract ical t raining is 
an addit ional form  of knowledge assessm ent .  

At  vocat ional colleges (YLãMH�VWURNRYQH�ãROH) , students are required to pass exam inat ions 
in respect ive subjects and diplom a exam inat ions (GLSORPVNL� L]SLW) , which consist  of 
present ing and defending diplom a papers (GLSORPVNR� GHOR) . Som et im es, diplom a 
exam inat ions are subst ituted with exam inat ions of specific subjects defined by the 
curriculum .  

Marks given for knowledge dem onst rated by exam inat ions of specific subjects, the 
diplom a exam inat ion, exercises, sem inars, and pract ical t raining are as follows:  excellent  
(10) , very good (9 and 8) , good (7) , poor (6) , and unsat isfactory (1 through 5) . Marks 1 
through 5 are failing m arks. At tendance at  exercises and sem inar papers, which are 
required for adm ission to the exam inat ion, are graded pass or fail.  Marks received in 
m idterm  exam inat ions, individual exercises, and sem inars are included in the final grade 
calculat ion. The final grade is the average grade calculated from  individual m arks. The 
final grade of the diplom a exam inat ion is the average grade, calculated from  passing 
m arks of individual parts of the diplom a exam inat ion. Bridging exam inat ions are graded 
pass or fail.  Exam inat ions m ay be adm inistered as oral and/ or writ ten exam inat ions. 
Those who successfully com plete higher vocat ional college can be em ployed to carry out  
assignm ents with a m edium  level of responsibilit y within specific fields of work.  

 

C)  HIGHER EDUCATION 

The legal basis for the exist ing higher educat ion system  is set  out  in the Const itut ion, 
which recognises the r ight  of universit ies and other higher educat ion inst itut ions to act  
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autonom ously within the lim its set  by the law (Higher Educat ion Act , 1993, Am endm ents 
1999) . Higher educat ion is provided in Slovenia at :  

1. state universit ies (GUåDYQH�XQLYHU]H)  which are divided into:  facult ies ( IDNXOWHWH) , 
art  academ ies (XPHWQLãNH�DNDGHPLMH)  and professional colleges (YLVRNH�VWURNRYQH�ãROH) ;  

2. single higher educat ion inst itut ions (higher educat ion inst itut ion which is not  a 
m em ber of university) :   

• public professional colleges can also be organised outside the universit ies  

• private facult ies and professional colleges;  according to the law it  is also 
allowed to establish private universit ies and single art  academ ies.  

The responsibilit y to secure m inim um  standards (ex-ante cont rol)  in higher educat ion lies 
with the Council for Higher educat ion of the Republic of Slovenia (6YHW�]D�YLVRNR�ãROVWYR�5HSXEOLNH�6ORYHQLMH) , which is a consultat ive body of the Governm ent  and consists of the 
representat ives of universit ies and single higher educat ion inst itut ions and of other 
experts. I t  is authorised to accredit  new HE inst itut ions, to evaluate new study 
program m es of universit ies and to issue opinions on them , to accredit  stateapproved 
program m es of single higher educat ion inst itut ions. University study and research 
program m es are approved by the senates of university m em ber inst itut ions upon 
previous consent  of the university senate. 

The Council of HE form s com m issions and independent  groups of experts for individual 
fields of it s act ivit ies. Am ong them  there is the Teacher Educat ion and Training 
Com m ission. The Higher Educat ion Qualit y Assessm ent  Com m ission (HEQAC)  is to 
m onitor and assess the qualit y and effect iveness of teaching, research, art  and 
professional act ivit ies of HE inst itut ions and reports once a year to the senates of HE 
inst itut ions, the Council for HE and to the Council for Research and Technology of the 
Republic of Slovenia (Svet  za znanost  in tehnologijo Republike Slovenije) . 

The College of Police and Security Studies is affiliated to the University of Ljublj ana. I t  is 
a State- founded higher educat ion inst itut ion financed by the Minist ry of the Interior. 

Higher educat ion has a twin- t rack st ructure:  academ ic higher educat ion and 
professionally oriented higher educat ion. Universit ies (and single facult ies established as 
private inst itut ions)  m ay offer through its m em bers both types of courses, while 
professional colleges offer only professionally oriented courses. 

The courses are organised at  two levels:  at  undergraduate level students receive a 
diplom a leading to a first  degree, while at  post -graduate level students receive either the 
second degree of specializacij a or the academ ic degree of m agisterij  or doktorat . 
I nst itut ions of higher educat ion carry out  basic and applied research, developm ent  and 
other projects in com pliance with the Act  regulat ing research. 

$GPLVVLRQ�UHTXLUHPHQWV�
Applicants m ust  have com pleted the PDWXUD to be accepted for an academ ic course. For 
candidates with SRNOLFQD�PDWXUD is also an opt ion to take addit ional subject  from  m atura 
exam inat ion and qualify to enrol in academ ic higher educat ion program m es. I n addit ion 
to the candidates who have com pleted the m atura, those who have com pleted the final 
exam inat ion �SRNOLFQD�PDWXUD� after an appropriate 4-year technical course can enrol for 
the higher professionally oriented course. The ent rance requirem ent  for som e courses 
can also consist  in a test  of certain skills, such as art  and m usic talent  and psychological 
and/ or physical abilit ies.  

The ent rance requirem ents for postgraduate studies are defined in the curriculum . In 
m ost  cases, the m ost  im portant  criterion is the average grade in the graduate period. 
Part icipat ion in research work and work experience m ay also be required. Higher 
educat ion inst itut ions define their own adm ission requirem ents in com pliance with a law 
in each study program m e separately. 
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The basic rules concerning the applicat ion procedure are defined by the m inister. The 
procedure it self begins with the pre-enrolm ent  announcem ent  of the num ber of places 
available for new applicants. I t  is usually published in February. I t  includes basic 
inform at ion on courses, the num ber of places available, the ent rance requirem ents and 
the applicat ion procedures and deadlines. The announcem ent  is adopted by the 
university or single higher educat ion inst itut ion with the consent  of the Governm ent  of 
the Republic of Slovenia. There are two applicat ion term s:  Spring and Autum n. I n the 
Spring term , candidates send their applicat ion to the Higher Educat ion Adm issions Office 
(9LVRNRãROVND�SULMDYQR�LQIRUPDFLMVND�VOXåED) . The applicat ion includes up to three courses 
in which candidates would like to enrol.  

They are adm it ted to the first  course for which they m eet  the requirem ents. I n case of 
lim ited adm issions, their overall achievem ent  at  secondary school and in the m atura or 
final exam inat ion results are taken into account . I f any specific skills are required for a 
part icular course, their achievem ent  in tests of these skills is taken into account . The 
candidates who do not  pass in Spring t ry for the available places in the Autum n term . 
The applicat ions are no longer sent  to the cent ral adm ission service but  to individual 
higher educat ion inst itut ions. The sam e requirem ents are applied as in the Spring term . 

The available places in postgraduate courses are also announced, and the universit ies 
and single higher educat ion inst itut ions handle the applicat ion procedure. 

$VVHVVPHQW�4XDOLILFDWLRQV��
The study obligat ions are defined by the course. The assessm ent  scale, exam inat ion 
condit ions and exam inat ion rules are determ ined by the statutes of the university or 
single higher educat ion inst itut ion. The details are defined in the exam inat ion regulat ions 
of individual facult ies, art  academ ies and professional colleges. 

Marks given for knowledge dem onst rated by exam inat ions, exercises, sem inars, and 
pract ical t raining are as follows:  excellent  (10) , very good (9 and 8) , good (7) , poor (6) , 
and unsat isfactory (1 through 5) . Marks 1 through 5 are failing m arks. Students can take 
an exam inat ion in the sam e subject  three t im es in the sam e academ ic year. 

Exam inat ions are conducted during the various term s and usually in three sessions:  
June-July, Septem ber and January-February. I f a student  has failed an exam inat ion three 
t im es running, he/ she m ust  take the exam inat ion before a three-m em ber exam inat ion 
com m it tee. Other course requirem ents include sem inar papers, colloquium s and the 
student ’s defence of his or her degree thesis. 

The Professional and Academ ic Tit les Act  (=DNRQ� R� VWURNRYQLK� LQ� ]QDQVWYHQLK�QDVORYLK)  
governs professional t it les (st rokovni naslovi)  and academ ic t it les (znanstveni naslovi)  
awarded after successful com plet ion of undergraduate or post -graduate courses. After 
the com plet ion of professionally oriented courses graduates obtain the professional t it le 
of graduate (GLSORPLUDQL� «,  abb.:  GLSO�)  with the nam e of profession, in the technical 
fields graduate engineer (GLSORPLUDQL� LQåHQLU� «,  abb.:  GLSO�� LQå�)  with the nam e of 
profession. Students who have com pleted academ ic courses obtain the professional t it le 
of university graduate (XQLYHU]LWHWQL� GLSORPLUDQL�«,  abb.:  XQLY�� GLSO�)  with the nam e of 
profession;  in technical fields university graduate engineer (XQLYHU]LWHWQL� GLSORPLUDQL�LQåHQLU�«,  abb. XQLY��GLSO��LQå�)  with the nam e of profession;  in art ist ic fields DNDGHPVNL�« 
(abb.:  DNDG�)  with the nam e of profession;  in courses that  qualify graduates for teaching 
the professional t it le SURIHVRU�« (SURI�)  with the nam e of study course;  som e except ions 
exist  in m edicine, stom atology, veterinary m edicine, pharm acy:  graduates earn 
professional t it les of GRNWRU�PHGLFLQH (GU��PHG�) , GRNWRU�VWRPDWRORJLMH (GU��VWRP�) , GRNWRU�YHWHULQDUVNH�PHGLFLQH (GU��YHW��PHG�)  or PDJLVWHU�IDUPDFLMH (PDJ��IDUP�)  

The students who have finished post -graduate courses of VSHFLDOL]DFLMD earn the second 
professional t it le of VSHFLDOLVW (abb. VSHF�) . 

Students who have finished courses leading to PDJLVWHULM earn academ ic t it le (]QDQVWYHQL�QDVORY)  of PDJLVWHU�]QDQRVWL or PDJLVWHU�XPHWQRVWL (abb. PDJ�)  in art ist ic fields. 



 15 

Students who have finished doctoral study and defended their doctoral dissertat ions earn 
academ ic t it le of GRNWRU�]QDQRVWL (dr.) . Professional t it les (except  the second professional 
t it le of specialist )  follow the graduate’s first  and last  nam e, academ ic t it les precede the 
first  and last  nam e. 

 

 

 

��� ('8&$7,21�6<67(06�)25�3(23/(�,1�63(&,$/�1(('6�
 

The educat ion of children with special needs in YUWFL� (pre-school inst itut ions)  begins at  
the age of three, in classes for children with special educat ional needs;  it  finishes when 
children go to osnovna šola (elem entary school)  at  the age of seven. Pre-school 
inst itut ions provide specially adapted program m es for children with m oderate and severe 
disorders in physical and m ental developm ent . 

Adapted program m es in basic educat ion are provided in ]DYRGL� ]D� Y]JRMR� LQ�L]REUDåHYDQMH� RWURN� LQ� PODGRVWQLNRY� V� SRVHEQLPL� SRWUHEDPL ( schools for children with 
special needs) , and inst itut ions for educat ion and t raining of children with severe 
developm ental difficult ies. Adapted program m es educate the following categories of 
children with special needs:  

• Pupils with hearing im pairm ents,  

• Pupils with sight  im pairm ents,  

• Pupils with m ental disabilit ies,  

• Pupils with personal and behavioural disturbances,  

• Pupils with physical disabilit ies.  

Children with learning difficult ies receive educat ion in norm al elem entary schools;  various 
form s of individual and group help are provided for them .  

During hospitalisat ion, children with chronic diseases at tend RVQRYQD� ãROD (elem entary 
school)  in hospital;  after they are discharged, they cont inue their educat ion in the 
elem entary school they norm ally at tend. 

Schools with adapted program m es and inst itut ions are exclusively in the public sector. I n 
accordance with the current  legislat ion, privately m aintained act ivit ies in the area of 
educat ion of children with special needs can only be conducted on the basis of a 
concession granted by the Minister of Educat ion. 

At  present , co-operat ion with norm al YUWFL (pre-school inst itut ions)  and ãROH ( schools)  is 
organised within such inst itut ions' and schools' units for children with special needs;  
alternat ively, teachers from  schools for children with special needs provide help to 
children through a m obile service. There is also high-qualit y co-operat ion between 
norm al schools at tended by children with sensory disorders and inst itut ions for deaf and 
blind children offering special professional support  to children and their teachers. This 
kind of co-operat ion also exists between inst itut ions for children with personal and 
behavioural disturbances and norm al schools such children at tend. 

The Placem ent  of Children with Special Needs Act  enable the integrat ion into regular 
form s of educat ion of those children who, with addit ional professional help and the 
provision of adapted program m es, will be able to achieve com parable educat ional 
standards. These are m ost ly children with sensory disorders and m ilder form s of 
behavioural disturbances. A m obile special-educat ion service provides addit ional help to 
children with sensory disorders.�

�
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There are different  teaching m ethods at  all levels of the educat ion system  ( lectures, 
exercises, sem inars, fieldwork ( t raining) , and research cam ps)  and are left  to the 
teacher’s choice. 

�
�

��� 7+(�86(�2)�,&7�,1�7+(�('8&$7,21$/�6<67(0�
�
Modern inform at ion and com m unicat ion technologies require efficient  inform at ion 
m anagem ent . The Com puter Literacy Project  (Ro Project ) , inst ituted in 1994 by the 
School Tolar Act , raised the level of com puterisat ion of Slovenian schools. This was a 
significant  cont r ibut ion to m ore efficient , m odern, creat ive and fr iendly educat ional 
inst itut ions.  

The principal goals of the project  were:  
-  to t rain teachers and students in using m odern inform at ion and com m unicat ion 
technologies and thus raise the qualit y of teaching and learning;  
-  to com puterise the educat ional contents and work m ethods, set  up com puter networks 
at  schools, unify the software, provide adequate software and hardware and provide 
appropriate organisat ional st ructure for the com puterisat ion of schools;  
-  to provide the possibilit y for research and developm ent  in the field of the int roduct ion of 
new inform at ion technologies into educat ion. 

The Slovenian educat ion network is a full m em ber of the European School Network -  EUN 
Schoolnet . A cost - free access to the Internet  and support  to it s users, teachers, and 
students is available through ARNES (Academ ic Research and Educat ion Network of 
Slovenia) . 

(OHPHQWDU\� VFKRROV are well equipped with m odern teaching technology. Each 
elem entary school has a com puter classroom . Many have installed sm all com puter 
laboratories in school libraries and m ult im edia equipm ent  in at  least  one classroom . 
Com puters are m ost  often used in individual parts of lessons (m ost  frequent ly to obtain 
new m aterials) , but  an integrated approach rem ains very rare. Schools and teachers use 
textbooks and teaching aids (also com puter software)  from  the list  of textbooks approved 
by the Council of Experts for General Educat ion. The procedure for preparing and 
approving textbooks and teaching aids is regulated by the m inister. I n addit ion to the 
approved textbooks and teaching aids, teachers m ay also use other opt ional m eans and 
aids. 

I n (upper)  VHFRQGDU\� VFKRROV com put ing lessons are provided as an independent  
subject  under the prescribed teaching plan:  som e of the lessons are devoted to 
theoret ical classews and som e of them  to exercises. Most  secondary schools provide 
individual work or pair work. 

�
��� 21*2,1*�5()2506�

A group of Slovenian experts worked for several years to draft  a White Paper on 
Educat ion in the Republic of Slovenia (published in English 1996 – 
ht tp: / / www.m szs.si/ eng/ m inist ry/ publicat ions/ white/ ) . The suggest ions put  forward in 
the White Paper served as the basis for the preparat ion and adopt ion of new legislat ion 
(1996 – 2000) . After 8 years of exercising of the 1996 legislat ion, som e aspects of the 
system  are under discussion, novelt ies are being planned and the am endm ents to the 
current  legislat ion have been proposed to the Governm ent . 

D��&KDQJHV�RI�WKH���\HDU�FRPSXOVRU\�HGXFDWLRQ�
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The m ajor debates current ly taking place are focused on the follow up and the evaluat ion 
results of the new 9-year com pulsory school. A group of parents supported by opposing 
part ies init iated a great  public debate on the supposed study overload of pupils ( too 
m any subjects in the last  cycle, too extensive hom e work and out -of-school act ivit ies) . 
Another argum entat ion was raised within the selected expert  circles in connect ion with 
the external nat ional exam inat ions at  the end of each cycle. was argued. The debate was 
about  the exist ing system  of final evaluat ion of pupils, the relat ion between writ ten and 
oral part  and how should the results obtained in final exam inat ions be expressed in the 
cert ificate awarded to pupils (com bining with the m arks and the work over the final 
year) .  

As a response, the Am endm ents to the Elem entary School Act  were prepared and have 
just  passed the Governm ent  procedure. They are expected to bring som e changes. Pupils 
in the last  cycle (7-9 grades)  will be allowed to choose two or three opt ional com pulsory 
subjects henceforth (as dist inguished from  the current  situat ion of three com pulsory 
subjects at  choice) . The final grade shall base on the two highest  m arked subjects only, 
instead of three as at  present . The second change refers to m ore appropriate standards 
of knowledge, assessed at  the end of three cycles of com pulsory educat ion through the 
external nat ional exam inat ions.  

E��)XUWKHU�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�XSSHU�VHFRQGDU\�HGXFDWLRQ�
The JLPQD]LMD program m e has undergone considerable m odernisat ion. Specialized JLPQD]LMD program m es were developed, focusing respect ively on classical languages, 
econom ics, technologies and arts (m usic, paint ing, theat re, dancing) . Technical 
program m es and vocat ional educat ion program m es have been m odernized too and 
adapted to the students with special needs.  

To further prom ote the developm ent  of European dim ension in the upper secondary 
educat ion, a group of experts has designed a special adaptat ion of the JLPQD]LMD 
program m e in which a sense of European awareness is evident  throughout  the 
curriculum . Besides focusing on learning foreign languages the European Classes 
curriculum  aim s at  m aking students acquire a deeper understanding of European 
geography, European history, the role of the European Union and it s inst itut ions as well 
as a greater understanding of the daily lives of other Europeans and their cultural 
heritage. European awareness is also dem onst rated in subjects such as m usic and art , 
but  m ost  of all through various internat ional exchange projects. This adaptat ion of the JLPQD]LMD program m e, known as ‘European classes’, will be im plem ented on a pilot  basis, 
start ing with the school year 2004/ 05.  

The educat ional process is guided by official docum ents:  the Fram ework Curriculum  
docum ents for each school subject  ( indicat ing the content  areas that  should be taught  in 
schools and object ives to be achieved)  and the 0DWXUD Catalogue and the Vocat ional 0DWXUD Catalogue (defining what  is to be assessed) . The 0DWXUD Catalogue and the 
Vocat ional Matura Catalogue Catalogues have been supplem ented with new content  and 
subject . Major debates, which took place a year ago, resulted in the new guidelines for 
the developm ent  of vocat ional and technical educat ion and the changes in the financial 
system  of schools, adopted in 2003. The first  vocat ional educat ion program m e based on 
the new guidelines docum ent  was adopted and will start  in 2004/ 05 as a pilot  project . 
The changes include a m odular st ructure of the program m e. The open curriculum  
ensures that  the school and it s partners m ay decide upon 20 %  of the curriculum  
content . The program m e ant icipates the general and occupat ional specific com petences. 
The st r ict  dist inct ion between dual and school organisat ion has been m oderated and 
replaced by the recom m endat ion for the m inim um  durat ion of 24 weeks of pract ical 
t raining in an enterprise. The lum p sum  m odel of financing the selected pilot  schools will 
be int roduced.  

F��1HZ�OHJLVODWLRQ�IRU�WKH�YRFDWLRQDO�FROOHJHV��
The new Vocat ional Colleges Act  was prepared and sent  to the governm ental procedure. 
The vocat ional colleges should be given m ore solid posit ion within tert iary educat ion. As 
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the way of describing program m es, the ECTS shall be extended also to the short  sub-
degree program m es, offered by vocat ional colleges. All post -secondary vocat ional 
program m es shall be evaluated by at taching credits to it s com ponents. The new body, a 
com m ission for the accreditat ion of program m es, will be appointed by the Nat ional 
Council of Experts for Vocat ional Educat ion and Training. The qualit y of vocat ional 
colleges will be supervised by colleges them selves (self-evaluat ion)  and by the new 
Council for the Evaluat ion of Higher Educat ion. The new law will bring m ore r igorous 
provisions regarding obligatory full- t im e em ploym ent  of the teaching staff.  

The m ajor debates concerning the new legislat ion are focused on the aspects that  affect  
private colleges. They resist  the teaching staff requirem ents, because vocat ional college 
teachers are m ost ly experts from  enterprises, who are willing to m ake only part - t im e 
cont ractual arrangem ents with the colleges. ‘Such arrangem ents, if prevail, raise the 
quest ion of qualit y of educat ion and need to be regulated’, was explained in the 
int roductory argum entat ion of the new law.  

G��1H[W�VWHSV�LQ�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�KLJKHU�HGXFDWLRQ��
Moves to bring the higher educat ion system  in Slovenia into line with the principles of the 
Bologna Process got  under way in 2002, when the Nat ional Assem bly adopted the Master 
Plan for Higher Educat ion. Two years later, the Governm ent  adopted the Adam ants to the 
Higher Educat ion Act  (2004) , which will form  the basis of further developm ent  of 
Slovenian higher educat ion system  by incorporat ing the aim s of Bologna Declarat ion. The 
Bill ant icipates a three-stage st ructure consist ing of undergraduate program m es (3-  4 
years, 180-240 CP) , followed by the post -graduate program m es (1-2 years, 60-120 CP) . 
The variat ions of 3+ 2 and 4 + 1 will be possible. The studies for regulated professions are 
exem pted from  this two-stage rule. The professional t it les will be preserved (graduate, 
university graduate, m agister, doktor) , with the except ion of specialist , which will be 
abolished. The substance of actual research based academ ic qualificat ion m agister will be 
redefined so that  it  will represent  a qualificat ion known as ‘m aster’ in Bologna term s. The 
third stage – doctoral level – will require 3 years of study (180 CP) .  

The new st ructure of study program m es, including joint  degree program m es, will be 
gradually im plem ented. The last  enrolm ent  of students according to the old system  will 
be possible in 2007/ 08.  

The Council for Higher Educat ion will preserve the responsibilit ies of counselling, planning 
and m anaging the accreditat ion system  however it s m em bership will be com plem ented 
with the representat ives of em ployers and students.  

The qualit y assurance system  will be provided by the new Nat ional Agency and the new 
Council for the Evaluat ion of Tert iary Educat ion.  

H��7R�PRUH�LQWHJUDWHG�IRUPV�RI�VSHFLDO�HGXFDWLRQ��
The new Law on special educat ion was adopted in 2000. I nstead of a stat ic placem ent  
schem e, placem ents based on children’s developm ent  and a schem e enabling t ransfers of 
children from  one program  to the other was int roduced. The new law is based on the 
contem porary principles of m ainst ream ing the children, a gradual int roduct ion of 
changes, equal opportunity taking into account  the differences in children, the r ight  to 
choose the school and type of educat ion, possibilit ies for parents to becom e involved in 
the educat ional process, different iated and individualised program s and co-operat ion of 
various professions. 
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